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CLARfiNTINE^ 



CHAPTER XV. 

CLARENTiNE hearing at the door, 
"when (he returned home, that Captain 
Somerfet was already ^nc, immediately 
'wenl into the^arloar publicly to announce 
— wifliing to avoid any private converfa- 
lion with Mr. Letiham upon the (ubjeft— ^ 
•her new plan. 

The furprize with which (he was heard 
by every body, but particularly the 
•anxious and ftedfail look with which, 
whilft bluihing and fpeaking very quick, 
ihe was furveyed the whole time by Mr* . 
Lenham) ^nbarrafled her extremely. 
She anfwered all their queRions with the 
tnoft tremulous agitation; Teemed even 
•afraid of raifing her eyes, and fought with 
4o much eagcrfiek^ but Co V\u\^ ^tv.^ v^ 
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change the convcrfation, that not only 
her venerable guardian, but Mifs Bar- 
clay, who fat attentively examining her, 
was likewife filled with fufpicion and 
amazement. 

Her mother, however, neither fo 
deeply interefted as the one, or fo dif- 
truftful as the other, fpoke of the fcheme, 
after her firft unmeaning wonder was 
over, with her accuftomed facetious iin- 
unconcern. 

*' Gcod wits jump^ I've heard fay," 
cried (he; *^ it was but this very^afternoon 
Captain Somerfet talked of going a 
journey too : not fo long a one though 
as yours, Mifs Clary." 

Clarentine, who could not, now, hear 
the mere name of Somerfet without con- 
fufion, trufted not her voice to make any 
enquiries, but in her own defpite felt ex- 
tremely anxious to learn whither, and for 
what purpofe he was going. Mrs. Barclay 
went on— - 

" He's obliged, he fays, to fet out for 
Windjfor to-morrow, and does'n't think 
he can be back in lefs than a week : fo 
that, what with the lofs of Mr. Eltham 

you 
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your journey, Mrs. Denbigh's, and his, 
we fhall be left here quite folitary." 

" O, Mifs Delmington has been in 
fuch charming fpirits lately," cried Mifs 
Barclay, ironically, " that we fliall cer- 
tainly be terribly dull without her !*' 

" I am not confcious," faid Clarentine, 
vexed at this fpeech, and unufually eager 
to defend herfelf, " that I have been at 
all in worfe fpirits of late than common." 

" No!" exclaimed Mifs Barclay — 
" Why, Lord, you have looked, as my - 
mother fays, fo like apoorbapotb of Jyrup 
for above a month, that I could almoft — ■' 

Clarentine, dreadfully afraid flie would 
to her, as well as to Eltham, coarfely 
blunder out fome rude infinuation con- 
cerning iier being in Icve^ now haftily in- 
terrupted her, and with a forced fmile, 
faid— 

** If I really w^j low-fpirited, Mifs 
Barclay, nothing would be fo little 
likely to cure me as animadverting upon 
it." 

« No, to be fure," cried the mother, 
*^ it only makes bad worfe. For my part, 
when Ivc got the blue devils^ 1 V\^d ^s 
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lief ftny body fhould beat me, as ta'ke^ 
notice of it.** 

The converfation then, to Cbrentine's 
;great relief, took a different turn, and 
nothing further <was faid concerning her 
journey that night* 

Infinitely as her reafon, and fiill mor^e 
lier pride, taught her to rejoice at her ap- 
proaching departure, her heart, as the 
time drew near, funk at the profpe£l of 
dhus voluntarily baniihing herfelf from 
Somerfet. 

^^ Ah ! little did I imagine," cried (bcs 
^^ a few weeks fince, that a feparation like 
ihis, could £ver have been planned and 
fought by me! My whole foul recoils at 
the idea even now : and to go thu? fud** 
>denly., 4.hus coldly too—quit the place 
<whilft he is abfent — take no leave of him J 
Good Heaven, is it I that can do all this ? 
Is it Somerfet I can thus part from ?^— • 
Cruel, cruel Mrs. Hertford! — Why do 
you .compel me to inch a taikP-^But for 
you I might ftill have remained here— 
itill at times even have converfed with 
and heatd him, as in former days, call me 
Jus dtar^ hx% gentle Clarentine !— /iV Cla* 

xcntine ? 
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lenfine T^Oh, never, never (hall I be 
ids V'^ 

It was on the nig^ preceding her jour^ 
ney^ ihatwhilft, unfitte^d for general con* 
verfation, fbe was fltut up in her owi» 
apartment^ indulging thefe melancholy re- 
iledions, fome one, who by the gentle- 
nefs of the found (he con€luded*to be Mr,. 
Lenham, luiocked unexpectedly at her 
door. She immediately arofe frpm before 
the fire oppofite which flie had been let- 
ting, and trying, to-affume a look of fere- 
mily, if not of chcarfulnefs» moved to 
the door» and opening it, was beginning, 
♦• My dear Sir, is it" — but drawing back 
the next minute, with an air of affright and 
confternation, walked hafiily again to the 
chimney, followed by—Somerfet* 

Both, during a fhort, but to Claren- 
tine mofl embarraffing interval, flood ut- 
terly iilent. At length, Somerfet, having 
Ihut the door, once more approached her, 
and with a look of hurry and anxiety 
laid— 

" Am I, Mifs Delmington, to believe 
the flrange report I; have juft heard ?— 
Are you, indeed,, going from Hampftead ?" 
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Clarentine, fupporting herfelf with one 
hand againft the tablci and trembling as 
much from furprize at his unexpected ap-* 
pearance, as from confuflon at the almoft 
reproachful fcribufncfg of his enquiry, 
anfwcred in a low voice — " Yes, Sir." 

** And did you mean, is it poflible you 
could mean thus abruptly to fet out with- 
out leaving one line to explain to me the 
motives of your departure— or, at leaft, 
to tell me when I might flatter myfelf you 
would return ? ' — 

Clarentine, dreadfully abafhed, hung 
her head, and with difficulty repreffed 
her tears, but attempted not to anfwer 
him. 

'• To fpeak of times pafl^' refuraed So- 
merfct, after vainly waiting fome minutes 
for a reply, " changed as ihey are, would 
to me be too painful; clle would I adc 
Mifs Dclmington, whether the defign flie 
had now meditated, would then have 
appeared to her generous and friendly ? — 
We quit not even a cafual acquaintance 
without fome preparation, fome previous 
information of our intention : — yet your 
brother, your friend, your Somcrfct you 
could quit, and not even deign, con. 

ccrneil 
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cemed and amazed as you knew he muft 
be on hearing of your departure, to leave 
him a verbal farewel !" 

'* Oh Heaven !" exclaimed Clarentinej 
overcome by this fevere but juft reproof, 
and throwing herfelf in a chair — " fay no 
more, Mr* Somerfet, I conjure you! — I 
am forry — I am alhamed**! meant not— 
• She could proceed no further, but 
burfting into tears, ftarted up^ and ran 
with precipitation into the adjoining room. 

Her abfence, however, was but of 
fhort duration : the inftant fhc was alone, 
reproaching herfelf for having flown him 
fo inconfiderately, (he endeavoured to 
command her feelings, and return to him 
again with an apology fomewhat more 
diftinft, , and a countenance fomewhat 
more compofed. 

Almoft hopelefs of her granting him 
fuch an indulgence, Somerfet, who, 
ihocked and afflifted at the emotion he 
had caufed, flood in an atiimde of 
thoughtful nefs and depreffion near the 
fire, haflily advanced to meet her as flie 
entered, and in a foftened voice, faid — 

'* Can you forgive me, my deareft Mif» 
Delmington, tell me, can you^^xAow\N\^ 



tinliceneed fraedom with whrtrh f per* 
xnitted mfelf to addrefs you ? — I ani 
grieved, you know not how deeply griev- 
ed, to have occafioned you one moment's 
uneafincCs/* 

Clarentine required not this gentleneft^ 
in order; to feel pacified and appeafed. 
Fully fenfihle how dcferv.edly (he muft have 
appeaiced to merit his reproaches, they 
had not awakened in her mind one re* 
fentful thought, or excited in her any 
fentiments butoF ffiame and regitt/ She 
therefore very readily accorded the pari 
don thatwasfo humbly folicited, and theii 
almoft as humbly pleaded for her own. 

*• Oh !'' cried Somerfet, with eameft- 
nefs, *^ fpeak not fuch a word, I befeechi 
you; let the forgivcnefs be as wholly 
yours as the offence was mine." ^ 

Then drawing a chair next, her, after 
fhe bad again taken her feat^ he added— 

** I have but one apology to offer, Mifs 
Delmington, for the force of the expref- 
fions I fo much lament, having ufed. 
The fuddennefs with which the intelli- 
gence of your intended journey was ah*, 
nounced to me threw me off my guard,. 
ai)d bcyreftjneof, all rcfleftion: my heart^ 
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was full) I fcarce knew what I faid-**and= 
might have proceeded yet longer in the 
fame ftrain, had not the tears I with fo 
much cruelty drew from you, checked 
and r-ecovered me to a fenfe of the im* 
propriety I was committing." 

" Well, well/' faid Clarentine, faintly 
finilitig, *• the ftorm is now blown over^ ♦ 
and we will think of it no more." 

•« Ah, believe me," cried he, «« I (hall 
not the fooner ceaf^e to think of it with- 
felf-reproach for this unmerited gentlenefa^ 
and mercy!?' - 

They were then for fome time both' 
filent. Clarentine, however, affeding a^ 
gaiety (he did not feel^ at length faid-— 

^< Toitr anger being pad, Mr« Somerfet,- 
it U now my turn to FCprove; Why, if* 
we ought not enwi to quit a cufual acquaintance 
without feme preparation y6\6. you fet off fo* 
fud^enly to^ Windfor, and leav^ me tO' 
bear of it only by accident ?** 

♦* Ah, deareft^ Mifs Delmington," rei 
^pliedSomerfet, in a tone of dejedion,-^ 
^ I had- not the vanity to fuppofe my ab^ 
ieiice could be to you any other than a^ 
matter of utter iniignificance : the cafe, 
with regard to what I felt for jour d^^^x^^^ 

jB 5 vwx^Y 
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ture, is different: I never did, nor ever 
wiflo to conceal, that in every thing which 
relates to you, I take the livelieft and 
mod fervent intereft!" 

*' Is it pofTible," thought Clarentinc, 
extremely affe£led by this fpeech, " he 
could thus ferioufly reproach me for my 
indifference if he knew or believed I love 
him ?" This doubt gave her courage to 
look up, and with a fweetnefs and fenfi- 
bility to which he had long been difufed, 
Ihe faid — 

" Why, Mr. Somerfet, will you talk 
to liie thiis? — Why believe me founjufl 
and ungrateful ? Have I ever given yoti 
reafon to fufpeft I really felt fo little ef- 
teem and regard for you, as not to be 
fenfibly hurt by any thing- that on your 
part bore the appearance of flight or neg- 
lea ?" 

The wonder, doubt, and joy this 
fpeech occafioned Somerfet, held him 
fome minutes fpeechlefs and immoveable. 
At length, however, recovering his voice, 
and eagerly fnatching her hand, he prefled 
it with a look of gratitude and tranfport 
to his lips, and earnellly exclaimed — 

a ** Ever 
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<^ Ever dear, ever lovely and generous 
Clarentine ! what relief to my heart has 
not this kindnefs — this unhoped-for kind* 
nefs given 1 — Oh, tell me," added he, 
after a fhort paufe — '* tell me -^ why 
Ihould you undertake this hateful jour- 
ney ? — Why muft I, the firft moment you 
have reftored yourfelf to me again, and 
for fo long, lofe you ?" • 

Clarentine,, furprized, yet involuntarily 
foftened by this tendernefs, fighed deeply, 
but made no anfwer, and Somerfet ftill 
detaining her hand, which indeed (he 
had not courage to atten^pt drawing from 
him, thus went on — 

** Could I divine, my beloved Claren- 
tine, what paflTes in that gentle bofom, 
and penetrate its fecret forrows, with what 
earned ^nxiety would I endeavour to al- 
leviate them ! You acknowledge," ad- 
ded he, " fome regard, fome efteem for 
me, but when, when will thofe fentiments 
animate again into confidence and affec- 
tion ? You cannot have a grief in which, 
myfterious as you are, I do not partici- 
pate; fay then, fweeteft Clarentine! tell 
me why that bitter fighand thefe involun- 
t tary tears ?" 

B 6 C\^\^Tv- 



Clarentinc had no thney even if flie BUct* 
had words to anfwer him, for juR then- 
the voice of young Btindford was heard • 
at the di^fwr, calling but—" Captain So-^ 
merfet, Mrs-.- Hertford h btlbw, and wants- 
to fpeafc with you/' 

AIT Clarentine's Idte pride of heart re- 
turned at thefe words 5 all thkt foftnefs ^ 
into which his own foothings and gentle- 
nefs had melted her, difdppeared^ and- 
fnatching her hand abruptly from him^- 
with glowing cheeks, ancta l6ok of hafte 
and trepidation, Ihe laid— '^ Oh*, go, go, 
Mr. Somerfet ! Why did ' you . ftay fo - 
long ? Why TufFer me to detain you ?" 

And then, without raifing her eyes to^ 
his, or giving him time to ftbp. her, with 
yet more ^eed« than before, flie rufhed • 
out of the clofct into her own roem, and 
locked the door after her: 

In a few mimites flie heard him, though 
flowly, go down ftair«i after which all 
^as filcnt, except that^ at intervals, flie 
fancied flie could dfftinguilb the murmur 
of voices in the parlour, a^ the maid (for 
it was now near fuppcr-tkne), opened the*^ 
^oor and paffed backwards and forwards ; 
^hjat was faid, however, il was impoffible 
^- '" 10 
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tbdifcoirer^ nor would ^er agitation have 
allowed her to liften even had fhe wiflied 
it. Difturbed and refttefs, fhe traverfed' 
her room with uneafy fteps, fometimes 
foftening at the recollection of Somerfet's- 
kte kindnefs;. at others, indignantly^ 
(hrinking either from the idea of fharing, 
his divided heart with Mrs. Hertford, or 
being, made folely the dupe of his difiem« 
bled afFeOion, 

That he wifhed her to believe he loved- 
her, fhe could have no doubt ; yet when> 
fhe refle£led upon his marked'attention tO' 
another woman the whole time; upon th^ 
fort of publk influence and power that- 
woman feemed authorifed to exercife over 
him; how to reconcile fuch a wifh to his 
accuftomed high fenfe of honour, fhe 
knew not. •* Was it pity only, he defigned 
to fhew me?" cried fhe — "or docs he 
mean all thefe warm* profeffions to pafr^ 
merely for the effufions of hrctherly fond-- 
nefs ?— Why does his conduct fo ftrangely> 
militate againfi his language ? and why^ 
when his looks are all tendernefs, are his 
anions all duplicity ? Is there either rec« 
titude or principle in feeking to conciliate 
my afie£tion after his own is gone ? Ob 
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Somerfet, when fliall I ever underftand 
your inexplicable charafler! .when kndw 
whether with juftice to bellow upon you 
contempt or efteem !" 

Whilll thefe thoughts were darting in 
rapid fucceffion through her mind, the 
parlour door was again opened, and (he 
heard Mrs. Hertford's voice in the paf- 
fage. Delirous of affuring herfelf whether 
(he was really going, Glarentine went 
back to her clofet, and the moon being 
by this time rifen, prefently faw her at- 
tended by Somerfet, who walked by her 
fide, and her own fervant who followed 
her at fome diftance, crofs the little court 
before the houfe, and when fhe reached 
the gate that opened to the road, Hop at 
it during a coniiderable interval, in ap- 
parently earneft converfation. 

Clarentine's heart Jbeat quick at this 
fight, and as if rooted to the. fpot, fhe 
flood mournfully obferving them, till at 
length Mrs. Hertford, after fhaking hands 
with Somerfet, walked on with the fer- 
vant, leaving him to go back alone to the 
houfe; this he did immediately, but as 
he advanced looking up at Clarentine's 
window^ fhjs haftily retreated^ and (oott 
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after heard him fliut the paifage door, and 
return to the parlour. 

The maid now came to let her know 

fupper was ready; fhe declined going 

down, however, upon pretence (he had 

not yet finiftied her packing, an excufe 

that in fome meafure wa^ true, as fhe had 

ftill all her drawing materials to collefl; 

but defired her to tell Mr. Lenham, that 

as fhe was to go very early in the morn« 

ing, flie fliould be extremely glad to fpeak 

to him before he went to bed, either in 

his ftudy or her own room ; Mrs. and Mifs 

Barclay fhe meant to tkke leave of after 

they came up flairs, but Somerfet fhe was 

determined if' pofTible to avoid feeing 

again. 

Accordingly, when at his ufual hour 
Somerfet, defpairing of another interview, 
departed, Mr. Lenham haflened to her. 
His adieus were affeftionate, and even in 
the prefent deprefTed flate of her fpirits, 
touching J he carefully forbore, however, 
fpeaking upon any fubjeft he thought 
likely to diflrefs her, or afking one qiief- 
tion concerning the motives of her jour- 
ney ; but- having remitted to" her the quar- 
terly payment that about iVds um^ ^^^ 



near becoming due, tenderly embraced 
and blefTed.her, and immediately retired* 

The Barcliiy* foon after both came 
to her likewife; /i&Wr parting compliments 
fhe found no difficulty in fupporting with 
perfeft compofure; they were fhort .and 
blunts though on the mother's part^ at 
leaft> by^DO means unfriendly ; and hav* 
ing (laid with her a decent time^ afked a 
great number of ufelefs queftions^ and 
icarcely attended to one anfwer, they 
wiihed her good night, and walked out^ 
vith the fame unconcerned afpe£t they had* 
entered* 

Early the following mornings Mrs. 
Denbigh in a hired poft-chaifc was at the 
door, and Clarentine getting into it, they^ 
immediately proceeded forward, and^ 
fleeping one night upon the road^ arcivedi 
the next evening.at Bath* 




chap; 



CLAMNTIirU 17 



CHAP, xviir, 

Mrs. Denbigh asid her hit companion 
Raring flept tfie firft night of their arrival 
at the York Hotel, fallied forth the next 
morning, to fecore' lodgings a» near a» 
Ihey could to the South Parade, where 
Mrs. Weftbirrjr/ the friefid who- MrsL 
Denbigh was ptirpofefy come to viCt, rew 
Sded. To ^efe they immediateljr re-^ 
moved, andasfoon as their early ^nner 
vas over, having previonffy fcnt a note 
to annomice their iiHeotion, walked td 
that Iady*8 houfe. 

In the parlour which Ctarentine was 
Ihewn into, whilft Mrs. Denbigh went up 
to her friend's room, fat a young maa 
apparentiy about two-and-twenty year^ 
. old, lounging back in his chair before the 
fire with a pamphlet in one hand and a 
tooth-pick (of which he fecmed to be 
making furious ufe) in the other. His 
face and figure when he rofc up and looked 
round, appeared to Clarentine, though 
both for a man rather finical and dimi- 
Butiye, extrethely regular and handfome^ 
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but the ridiculous afFcftation of negli- 
gence that accompanied every motion, 
Lnd the fixed yet vacant ftare with which, 
fcarcely condefcending to bow as fhe en- 
tered^ he furveyed her, at firft amazed, 
and afterwards embarraffed her fo much, 
that, declining the chair which the fervant 
had placed for her near the fire, fhe 
Avalked gravely to the window, and with- 
out fpeaking, flood before it with her 
back to him, pretending to be engaged 
in obferving what was paffing in the 
flreet* 

This quiet indifference appeared ta 
ftimulate the young man's curiofity, and 
pique his vanity ; for in a very fhort 
time, kicking away Ihe chair which flood 
between them in preference to taking the 
trouble of walking round it, he faun- 
tered up to her with his hands in his coat 
pockets, and reding one (houlder agaiiifl . 
the window frame, and half yawning as 
he fpoke, faid in a languid, drawling , 
voice — 

'* Are you come to make any flay ia 
this place. Ma'am ?" 

Clareniine, infinitely better pleafed to 

IMtcr into any fort of converfation thaa 

Kl . toi 
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to be merely confidered as an obje6i to be 
llared at, very readily anfwered — 

" I believe, Sir, we fhall be here about 
a month.** 

" You are a relation of Mrs. Den<» 
bigh's, I prefume, Ma'am?** 

" No) Sir, I have not that happinefs.** 

*' Have you a very extenfive ac- 
quaintance at Bath, Ma*am ?" 

** 1 never was here before. Sir." 

*' You come from London I think, 
Ma'am ? Is it noj very thin juft now r" 

" No, Sir ; it appeared to me extremely 
cxowded.** 

" At this, time of the year London 
crowded ?*— The public places filled ?** 

** Oh, as to the public places 1 know 
nothing about them, I fpoke merely of 
the ftreets.*' 

" The ftreets ?" repeated the coxcomb, 
a little contemptuoufly, ** And did thofe 
bright eyes vouchfafe to be (low a glance 
upon any of the vulgar objefts in the 
ftreets ?" 

*' My bright eyes," replied Clarentine, 
determined to petrify him at once by the 
difcovery of her infignificance, " were 
fo nearly upon a level with thofe objefts, 
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as I always was on foot when inr Londbiiv- 
tbat fomettme^ a; well as my ears, ihey; 
were extremely inconTeraeneed by them/* 

The gentle youth, as flie expe&ed^ 
looked utterly confbundtd at this dif* 
graceful confeffion, and for fome fecondi- 
yemained profoundly iUent; at lengthy 
llowerer, addreffing her again, though 
with yet lefs ceremony than at firft— 

^ Mrs.' Denbigh, I thinks Ma^am,'' (aid/ 
hfe, ^ lives, in a very confined circle 
when ia town^^ Da you. rclide witk 
hcrr 

** No, Sir; only for the prefent.'* 

^ Your ufual refidence is in the city 
Aen, perhaps ?'• 

Clarentine laughed, but again her only 
Mfwer was a fimpfe negative : after whichv 
walking very compofedly to the fire, and^ 
fitting down, fhe took up the pamphlet he- 
had been reading, and begun turning it 
over without feeuiing to recolleft he was 
in the room. 

Mrs. Denbigh now in a fhort time 
came down, and on feeing the young 
man, who, with a glafa held to his eye^. 
was flill lolling againft the window, in a 
friendly and familiar voice, called out — 

« Wellv. 
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♦* WcU, John, how Wp you do?— » 
Your mother has been telling me you 
have left college and are come to live 
'Ctttirely at home : I am glad to hear it on 
lier account, for confined as (he is, it 
muft be a great plea fare to her to have 
you in the fame houfe/* 

John, appearing by no means delighted 
.at the old-fa&ioned freedom of this ad- 
drefs, made a cold bow, but did not 
ipeak. 

Mrs. Denbigh continued-^ 

** I hope,*' faid fhe, " fitting down by 
darentine, " you have entertained this 
young lady very gallantly during my ab- 
fence?" 

John fmiled a liale fupercilioufly, and 
&\\\ remained filent« 

*^ Why, friend,'* criekl Mrs. Denbigh^ 
Airveying him, at length, with fome fur<r 
j>rize, ^* are you grown too fine to fpeak 
.to an old acquaintance i You look im« 
menfely folemn." 

Then turning to Clarentine, who had 
thrown afide her book and fat internally 
-enjoying poor John's confternation-— 

'^ What do thofe arch and comic eyes 
«JF yours mean?" cried ftie* ^^ ^^n^ 

6 ^^"^ 
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you and our young ftudent been falling 



out r 



" O dear, not at all, madam !** anfwered 
Clarentine, unable any longer to refraia 
laughing. *' No two people were ever 
more peaceable than we have been: I 
don't think we have fpoken one word this 
laft half hour!" 

** That's being very peaceable in- 
deed !" faid Mrs. Denbigh, drily. " But 
pray John, how comes all this about? 
You were wont to be extremely afliduous, 
aupris des dames : is not that any longer 
the faihion T 

" Dear Ma'am," cried he, fimpering 
and looking extremely filly^ *' why afk 
me fuch a queftion ? Nobody cares lefs 
about falhions than I do." Then put^ 
ting up his glafS and moving indolently 
towards the door, " III go and fee,** 
added he, ^^ whether my mother is com- 
ing down." 

** No, don't trouble yourfelf,*' cried 
Mrs. Denbigh, ^^ Mifs Delmington and I 
are to - drink tea in her drefling-room) 
and wlien flxe is ready flie will fend us 
word." 

« Mift 
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<^ Mifs Delmington!" repeated the 
young man, with a loek of furprife, " is 
that Lady's name Delmington?'' 

" Yes, " replied Mrs. Denbigh, " did 
you ever hear it before ?" 

" O, very often ; I had the pleafure 
of being extremely . well acquainted at 
Oxford with • a ■ young Baronet of that 
name — Sir Edgar Delmington. Pray, 
Ma'am,' to Clarentine, ** is he any rela- 
tion of yours ?" 

" Yes, Sir." 

« Your brother?" 

*^ No, Sir — ^my coufin." 

Affuming an air of infinitely more po- 
litenefs than he had yet worn, (though 
her London walks ftill choaked him a little) 
he. now faid — . 

" Upon my word. Ma'am, I am ex- 
tremely happy to have had the honour o^ 
feeing you. I hope Sir Edgar is very 
well? — Is he in town?" 

" He is in Devonfhire, I believe, 
Sir." 

" How could you fuppofe," cried Mrs. 
Denbigh, " that an acquaintance ofyours^ 
Mr. Weftbury, a Baronet^ would difgrace 
himfelf {not being in parium^xvx.'^ V^^ 
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appearing iti London before iht biith* 

Juft then, very fortunately, for Mt< 
Weftbury was extremely at a lofs what 
to fay, the door opened, and tfaey were all 
lunimoned to the drefling-room. 

In the mother of this trivial young 
man, Clarentine found a woman, wbo^ 
though an habkual valetudinarian, feeblo 
and infirm, was yet pleafing, fenfibk, arid 
well-bred. She had been the tried and 
approved friend of Mrs. Denbigh for 
<nore than thirty years ; was blefled with 
an excellent temper and many eftimable 
virtues. To thefe recommendations, how- 
ever, file unfortunately added one pre- 
^dominant foiMe, which in converfation) 
at lead,^ often obfcured them k> much^ 
{that it required fome candour and yet 
more judgment to difcriminate her real 
merit through fo thick a mift. She waS| 
what has often been defcribed but can 
never be toooftea held up to derifion, a 
female pedant, a female politician, a 
fmatterer in philofophy, a perpetual con- 
trovertift . — 'In her youth Ihe had been, 
though not a decided beauty, an exceed- 
i^g pretty woman^ which advanuge^ re- 



inforced by the powerful addition of gold, 
had gained 'her many admirers^ much de- 
licate fl«.ttcry, and a great deal of obfe- 
quious attention. Time advanced, wrin- 
kles appeared, and . lovers difappeared ! 
—The love, Mrs. Weftbury found it no 
difficult matter to difpenfe with ; but the 
adulation, the general homage, the con« 
ftant deference — how was (he to difpenfe 
with thefe ? At once to. fink into infigni* 
iicance, after having been fo long held 
^p as an objeft of univerfal admiration, 
was not to be borne ! Mrs. Weftbury^ 
therefore, in the failure of youth and 
teauty, had recourfe to ftudy — fet up 
for a female critic, and though on a dif- 
fereht fcore, was ftill by many fools ad- 
mired, and by ma4iy wife -men, for the 
iake of peace^ applauded. 

With the acutenefs' and excellent un- 
derftanding which Mrs. Denbigh pblt- 
feffed, it is not to be imagined fhe was 
the laft to difcover all thefe little failings. 
Kind-hearted, however, and affeftionate, 
fuch errors in a friend who, to counter- 
balance them, had fo many good qualities, 
ftie eafily pardoned, and endeavoured as 
much sis.poffible either wholly looN^t- 

vouiii. C \oqV^ 
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look, or ^unmoved to fmile at. Upon 
follies utterly unmixed with malignancy^ 
3:et too deeply rooted by age to be eradi- 
cated, (he thought it as ungenerous to ex- 
ercife feverity, as it was hopelefs to at- 
tempt experimental reform. 

Learned differtations or political argu- 
ments apart, Mrs. Weftbury could be 
equally rational and eiUertaining; and ia 
that light, during the whole evening, did 
file appear to her youthful vifitor. Books 
were fometimes talked of, but only fuch 
as (he imagined were within Clarentine's 
reach, in which number flie jullly con- 
cluded that poems, moral eflays^andhiflory 
might be comprifed. Upon Revolutions^ 
Governments iSc. £5?^. fortunately for her 
/air auditor, fbe wholly forbore touching, 
well knowing that Mrs. Denbigh (though 
far more ably qualified to diCcourfe upon 
fuch fubje&s than herfelf) had an infu^- 
perable averfion to them, and wifely fuC- 
pefling, that with the modeil Clarentine 
it might be the fame. 

Young Weftbury meanwhile had, as 
foon as any thing like regular converfa- 
ikon began, difappeared — leaving Claren- 
tine infinitely more difgufted by the (pc- 

cies 



CLARENTIKE. 1j 

cics of fervility he had difplayed fubfc- 
(pient to his difcovery of her relationfhip 
to a Baronet^ than (he had by any means 
thought it worth her while to be by all 
lis previous impertinence. 



CHAP. XVIII. 

CLARENTINE had been about three 
days ait Bath, when from her friend 
Sophia, to whom fhe had wdtten before 
&e left Hampftead to inform her of her 
intended journey, ihe received the fol- 
k)wing letter* 

^ Delningron-Hottfe^ Dec. 

MISS DELMINGTON. 
^ Why, what an unconfcionable, mer- 
cilefs little monopolift of human hearts, 
you are, Clarentine ! A few days fince 
arrived at Welwyn park, with as love-lorn 
and almoft as woe-begohe a face as eyer 
my poor brother Edgar hsid, your /econi 

C 2 cajl-ojfi 
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» ^^fi' offi George Eltham, Efij. — The mjili 
ceally made me give a nervous Jiart (I am 
very nervous^ you know) the inftant I 
beheld him; nor for a long while, guefsy 
$ry, puzzle aad perplex myfelf as I 
would, could I poffibly make out what 
•was the matter with him. " Surely, thought 
I, that folemn phiz muft portend fome- 
thing direful and ftrange ! Whom' have I 
feen that ever looked at all like him? 
Why, Edgar. And why did Edgar look 
like him ? Becaufe he was croffed in lovCm 
Ergo, this man muft be croffed in love 1 
Now, the next thing is to find out wb^ 
has done this wicked deed/' Accord- 
in^gly, I fet about this arduous under* 
taking (fufpefting you a httle, all the 
time) ; and after four failures, four day;i 
fhuffling and evafion on his part, and 
four days fruitlefs examination and crofs- 
examination on minej^ at length dre.w, or 
rather dragged from him his horrifying 
fecret. 

«* You fliall liear, for your edification 
and inftruElion in a fimilar cafe, how I 
finally fucceeded. 

" I went yefterday morning (I fliould 
certainly not have gone but for the above- 
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mentioned pui^ofe, for the Jay wa» 
i>ierciiig cold, to call upon Lady Julia, 
vha Ts now at her fatherV. Never hav- 
ing lived in the great world,- you knowy 
I am as regardlefs of all ceremony as the 
wid inhabitant of an African defert:— • 
O, you may truly call me an unadulterated 
Cbi/d of Nature! Well, in at the little 
park gate, to whkh fhe gave us a key laft 
year, I went (marching up the folemn 
avenue is my averfion)^ and from thence 
making the beft of my way, through the 
glafs door in the breakfaft-room, entered 
the houfe. AIT was profoundly frlent in 
ihat quarter of the maniion ; and fo, after 
taking an inventory of the many fuper- 
Bumerary moveables I beheld — (iich as^ 
a fierce cocked^hat of Mr, Eltham's upon 
one chair ; a muff and cloak of Lady 
Julia's upon another; an odious fqualling 
parrot, I prefume, of her Lsfdyfhip's like- 
wife ; a ftately gold-headed cane of my 
Lord's, &c. &c. — I moved on, and 
without any interruption fafely reached 
the dreffing-room. 

«^ I entered — and lo ! the firft objcQ; I 
beheld was Mr, Eltham in perfon, alone 
and reading. " Times are difiivallY 



ccangcd :'• ihocgri: i — izli poor man 
never uSsd :o Eli liu:& cjiic^y dofing over 
a bock I" 

** I c-rt£ed wka my 2Cc.i!ioiRed pro- 
fizdizv — fce boved ^i:ji iLiaccuitoaied 
grav;:y; afcer vbich vc boJx f^Ldovn. — 

•• A verv coli djv. Si-",*" ftiid I— 

*• Yes, excrccrely I'o*" ai::r«ered he. 

•• Have ycu been out f:i5 aiorning:'* 

fc'»izd :h^ v^LcI !^L^':, ani i-med back ia 

T i" • • 

^ Upon khii I ftarted '^p, and Sying Co 
the g'^fs, ^- Ahy :rje/' cr:;i I, ''the 
wind :; high, aad oug.'.t to bave given me 
a bright cclcur: and fo ic has, I proceft! 
Look at me, Mr. Ekhaos* I really am 
extremely like mv coufin Clarentine to- 
dav: don't vcu think io :" 

'• Mr. EiLTam forced a fmilc, and faidy 
" vhy fhoaW ycu not be as well con^ 
tenced to look like v^^r j^V 

•* Ei'.'.i dem.i,idir cried I, « Why 
becaufe* yea kr.ow, Clarentine has alvavs 

been reckoned :he bei:::v of the fiir.ilv: 

* * 

Rav. if I am no: rciiVjiken, ■ a :hv;u;i^t 
her fo as well as ever^' cciv eLfe. Frav^" 
added I, delighied to obferve he fe^rmrd 
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to fit uneafy, and ^cfgetfed upon his chair 
— " pray, for I forget what you faid about 
k, have you fcen her very lately ?" 

" No/'anfwered he, rifingand ftrolling 
to the window with an air of afl'efted in- 
difference—*' not very lately." 

« Umph!"— thought I— « that's a//^, I 
have no doubt !" 

** I faid nothing more, however, but 
moving to the piano forte, ftood turning 
over fome of the mufic that lay fcattered 
upon it, and among the reft, fpying the 
ftale old fong — 

»• Why fo pale and wan, fond lover ?'*" 

fat down to the inftrument, and with all 
the expreflion I could give it^ began play- 
ing and finging it, I may almoft fay at 
him, rather than to him. 

•* Very indecorous, Clarentine, was it 
not? 

" The poor man could not ftand this 
i— but approaching me with a look fome- 
what angry and tremendous — " Mifs 
Sophia," cried he— (he feems to hate the 
name of Delmingtpn, and never utters it 
when he can avoid it), " thefe fignifi- 
cant looks, your choice of this fong, the 
ftrangc and repeated qucftions you have 

C 4 ^Ji«w^^ 
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a(kcd me— what do they all mean ? What 
is it you wifli me to underftand by them ?" 

** I thought it beft to be honeft with . 
him at once, and therefore anfwered very 
calmly — " Only that I am extremely* 
curious, Mr. Eltham, and have an eaineft 
defire to know, when the cafe becomes 
my own, how it will be moft proper and 
well-bred to difcard an unfuccefsful 
lover : I am fureycu can give me this in* 
formation, for your whole afpefl tells that 
you have been difcarded^ and by one, I 
fufpeft, who would do it in the civileft 
way in the world— Mifs Clarentine Del- 
xpington." 

" Civil I" repeated he, turning from me 
s^nd walking about the room in great 
agitation, <^ Civil!— No; Ihe was imr 
pcrious, inhuman!" 

*' So far, fo good," again thought I—* 
7 my conjectures were right, I find ! 

^^ Then afluming an air. of mingled 
forprife and concern^ " Clarentine deferve 
liich an imputation?" cried I—" Im- 
poffible ! She is gentlenefs and goodnefs. 
itfelf, and I am perfuaded, Mn Ehham^. 
to you could never behave with impro* 
priety," 
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<« IsthisaftonilhTxientreal or afFcSed?" 
cried he, fitting down near the inftrument 
and looking diftraftfully at me — " Has 
flie not written to vou? Has fhe not 
exulted in her fcorn, her haughtinefs, her 
inflexibility V 

** You amaze me!" cried I, what 
ihould lead you to entertain fuch an^ 
opinion ? She has written to me, it is true, 
and to my mother alfo; but not one 
word is there in my letter, at leaft, that in 
the mod diftant degree relates to you.*' 

** This feemedto wound'his pride more 
than all the reft. Again he arofej and re- 
newing his quarter-deck walky faid in a 
hurried, indignant manner, " I believe, 
indeed, I need have been under no ap- 
prehenfion that fhe would take the trouble 
to record her cruelty ! (he murders un- 
confcioufly — and when (he has ftabbedthe 
deepeft, turns from her viQim with the 
Gool unconcern" — 

" Of a butcher '^^ — interrupted I- — "was 
not that what you meant ?" 

*' Angry as he was, he feemed half 
tempted to fmile : but reprefling the un- 
feemly propenfity, and moving towards 
the door— ^- 1 viH leave you^ Madwcv-*' 

G 5, Wfc^ 
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cried he, << raillery upon this fubjcQ is- 
more than I can bear I' and was thex^ 
a6lually going; but calling him back, and. 
apologizing very ferioufly for my un» 
{eafonable flippancy, I at length foftened 
him, and he ended (by no means forry, L 
believe, to have an auditor fo willing to 
lilten to him) by recounting to me his 
whole difaftrous ftory. 

^ I wifh, dear Clarentine, you coaldL 
have feen with what a half-pitying, half- 
laughing, countenance I heard him. It 
was impoifible to attendto his impaffioned^ 
and fometimes almofl frantic exclama* 
lions and complaints^ without being ready 
to expire: I contrived,. however, to con- 
ceal my rifibility, upon the whole, pretty 
well ;. but I fincerely hope I fliall never 
fit in fuch mifery agjain. 

«« I believe we were together aImo& 
half an hour after he had diiburdened his 
e'er 'fraught heart .^ before Lady Julia came, 
to us. Never was relief more welcome ! 
for though his hiftory was concluded, his ~ 
ravings ilill continued, and the whole 
expreflion of his countenance often 
aflumed fuch a fierce zxAjavage caft, that 
fenoufly fpeaking, I was more than once 
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fo heartily frightened, I would have given 
jthe world to have heen out of the room ! 

<< Lady Julia, who had been fitting 
with her father in the library, and did not 
know I was in the houfe till (he faw me, 
prefled oie extremely to ftay dinner, but 
that, not having had leave given me, I 
declined. After fitting with her therefore 
as long as I dared, 1 went home efcorted 
by Mr. EUham, who fpent the remainder 
of the day with us. 

" We parted at night exceeding good 
friends ; but if he concludes the horrible - 
fright he put me into is to pafs un-^ 
revenged, he is wonderfully miftaken f 
It was impoflible to do any thing yederday . 
but appear to pity him; the next time he 
comes, however, he will find me a little 
lefs compaffionate! Are people to be put . 
in fear of their lives by every impatient* 
mortified lover, who wears willow inftead 
of myrtle? 

^ I wanted extremely to make him talk 
to me, as wc! were walking home, of Mr« 
Somerfet, but could not manage it at alU 
Why this fh/nefs ? Does be apprehend in 
him a rival i Clear up this point to me, 
dear girl^ 1 entreaty and wxite lo m^ ^ 

C 6 d&v^A^dk 
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detailed account of every wife man oti 
every fool you fee^ every pUce you go^ - 
tOy every creature yoa vifi^ every 
pleafure or difappointment you xneeii 
vith ! 

" Adieu, my own Clkrentine. Your 
poor deferted little Emma, who- is the 
only one in. the houfe, by the v^ay, that 
knows of my having written this mad' 
letter, deiires her tendereft. love to you^ 
and a thoufand grateful thanks for the 
charming books yon fo kindly fent her. 

^ Adieu agiirt, 

*' SoPHlA iD£LMlKGT6N." 

The efFeft this letter had upon Claren- 
tine was much the fame with that Mr. 
£hham's own condtift had' always hadr 
it made her congratulate herfelf upon the 
fortunate independence which had given 
her the power of rejefting him ; and led 
her very naturally to conclude, apaffion 
fo indignant and fo refentful was not of 
a nature to be very lading in itfelf, or 
very tender to its objeft. 

^' Such a man," cried fbe, " fiery and 
impetuous — always exafting implicit Tub- 
miflion to his own will^ or burfting out 
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^ren with t&ofe he ought either to refpefi 

on account of their age or iex, into 

tranfports of irrational fury — Oh^ fuch a 

man was not deftitied to make me happy I 

Far, far different is my idea of the dif- 

pofition of him,. I would chufe as a partner 

trough life. To all the fpirit and gaU 

lantry of youth and courage, I would 

join humanity and gentlenefs^ toanopen^ 

intelligent countenance, an expreffion of 

benevolence and fenfibility; to ftrong 

natural parts, the mod unpr^fuming.dift- 

fidence ; and to a temper at once generous^ 

and placable, a chearful gaiety equally 

diftinft from turbulence or fadnefs. Ah I. 

whctfe, " added (he," can fuch an objeft 

i»e found ? or where, when found, is the 

Kdfonable hope that fbouldlead me to 

expe£t it will ever be my lot to be fo 

allied ? , There is, there can be upon 

earth but one fiich chara3er, and he wha 

poflefTes it is, I doubt noty loft to me for 

ever!" 

Thus indulging the fond admiration 
and plaintive regret (he had fo often de- 
termined to fupprcfs, Clareniine, who 
%iail ho|)ed fo much from time and change 
of fcene^ as the bours^ days axvA N^t^V% , 
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paflfed away, found that thc-depreffion of 
her fpirits rather augmented tban de-* 
creafed, and the fadnefs of her heart took 
from her. all power of exertion and all 
capacity of enjoyment. No longer fur* 
rounded by obfervers whom flie feared^ 
thofe quick and irritable feelings which 
had, of late, upon the (lighteft occafioD 
alarmed her pride and awakened her 
diftrufi, were fucceeded by a quiet de« 
je6iion,a fettled, but unmurmuring, gentle 
forrow, that penetrated Mrs. Denbigh 
with compaffion. She faw tliat her young 
friend, pale, languid and opprefled^ loft 
her health as well as her animation, and 
that although too rational to decline par- 
taking in the amufements that were pro- 
pofed to her, ihe yet found no real 
amufement or relief in any thing. The 
difcovery gave her pain in proportion to 
the warmth and fincerity of the truly 
maternal regard fhe had conceived for 
hers and determining, if poifible, to 
countera£l this dangerous turn of mind, 
fhe feized the firft opportunity that pre* 
fented itfelf of attempting by friendly 
admonitions and remonftrances to reafon 
her into greater firmnefs. 
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. *' My Clarentine," faid Qie^ one morn- ^ 
ing as they were fitting at breakfaft, ^' I 
have a propofal to make to you : this 
place, contrary to my expeflations, feems 
to difagree with you fo much, that I can- 
not Jbear to be the occafion of prolonging 
your ilay at it ; and therefore next week 
we will go back to town." 

** Dear Madam," cried ClarentinCi 
alarmed at the very mention of fuch a 
fcheme — ** why fo ? Happy or gay, I 
expe£l not to be any where; but here, at 
lead, I am tranquil ; and as for my health, 
that can derive nothing .but benefit from 
the air and fituation/' 

^^ But how is it then," refumed Mrs. 
Denbigh, ^< that acknowledging thus ' 
jr^adily the value of tranquillity, you yet 
fuffer yourfelf to droop and pine with fo 
little fortitude and fo little ftrength of 
mind? Clarentine, fuch weaknefs is un- 
worthy of you ! it renders ufelefs every 
acquirement you pofTefs, and every good 
quality with which you are gifted; de« 
generates what was once female foftnefs, 
blended with fpirit and found fenfe, into 
inertion and fupinenefs; and will, I fear, 
in time degrade you into a nvex^ \wx*" 
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guifhing, tntTV^XtA'^love-Jick girl? Is your 
cafe, my young friefld, a new one ? Oh 
no ! — How many notable- and contented 
©Id women there now are, attending duly 
to the domeftic occupations of their 
houfehold, fcolding their maids^ whipping 
their children^ fnarling at their hufbands^ 
and fittii^g in judgment upon their neigh^ 
bourS) who once, like you, wer^ funk ia 
lilH^ffnefs and apathy, and thought no 
pleafure equal to that of elegantly indulgf^ 
ing their romantic defpondence !" 

*< Ah, my dear Madam," cried Clarem 
tine, who had liftened to this fpeech with 
alternate blufhes and fmiles, " is mine an 
affeSion that deferves thus to be feverely 
tenfured? You well know it has not 
been the mere work of an idle imagina- 
tion, feeking anxioufly, yet felefting un- 
worthily, fome objeft of fancied perfec- 
tion on whom to bellow unqualified and 
enthufiaftic admiration : on the contrary^ 
it is a fentiment that ftole upon me gra* 
dually and imperceptibly ; which, though 
never intentionally cherilhed, grew witKi 
my growth and ftrengthened with my 
ftrength. I was yet a mere child, help- 
Jels and dependant, when William So- 
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mcrfet) at an ^ge when moft boys fly 
from a nurfery with difdam and horror^ 
was my watchful friend and only com- 
panion : we parted long e'er I knew the 
value of fuch an afibciate, but not before^ 
in remembrance of his invariable kind* 
nefs, my heart was attached to him with 
the warmell gratitude. In my fecondafylum 
I found another friend, and companions 
whom I foon learnt to love with nearly 
equal tendernefs: here, however, the af- 
feBion I met with in return^ though cor- 
dial, I believ^ and fincere, had neither 
the (lability, the gentleneis, of the induV 
gence of that I had beeniifed to fijomhim^ 
Edgar, who w^ the one at that tisM 
ofteneft with me, was frequently unju^ 
luid petulant : a moment of unintentionat 
neglefly a childifh or hafty reproach 
would irritatj^.aftd offend him fo deeply^ 
that perhaps during a whole day he would 
neither fpeak to me, nor liften to any exi- 
cufe : his* fiftert, engrofied by other ob- 
jeds, of courfe, had no leifure to heftow 
upon me diat degree of attention to 
whichj unfortunately,' I had been accuf^ 
tomed> fo that often in the midft of play* 
fellows of my awn agt| in v\\& m\^^ ^V 
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fociefy and chearfulnefs^ I felt defblare 
and unhappy." 

" A fatal tendency to encourage caufe- 
Icfs repinings, fcems to have been youc 
banc through life,** fakl Mv^. Denbigh, 
here interrupting her—" but go on witk 
your little* hiftory, and forgive this abrupt 
comment.'* 

" Rather call it my apchgyf' faid Cla?* 
rentine, fmiling, " I have not much more, 
iiowever, to add ; nor ought the recapi- 
tulation of our own feelings to take up 
a great deal of time. Is there one amongfl 
us, who, minutely defcribing every paft 
emotion of their mind, could not make 
up, as I have done, a tedious diflertatioa 
upon nothing ?'* 

** Well, well, go on, I tell you," cried 
Kirs. Denbigh, with a fort of impatient 
pleafantry, ** go on, and whatever com- 
pliments I can fpare fliall come after* 
wards." 

Clarentine laughed at this fpeech, and 
thus continued—- 

<« Several years now pafied, during 
which, except by letter, my friendly Wil- 
liam and I had no intercourfe. At length 
he came down into Devonfhire upon a 



CLARENTINE. 43 

vifit in our neighbourhood^ and flopped^ 
he fatd, at his father's^ but I doubt not 
at his own inftigation, to vifit and enquire 
after his former little inmate. An acci* 
dent, not worth relating now, prevented 
my feeing him till after he had quitted the 
boufe ; he found me fainting and fenfelefs- 
upon the road as he was driving through 
the village, and in that condition carried 
me back in his carriage to Delmington 
Houfe. Never, oh, never can I forget,. 
child as I yet was, the look of tendernefs 
and folicitude with which, when recover* 
ing, I beheld him ftanding motionlefs be* 
fore me! It was a look that penetrated 
xsiy very foul, and would alone have 
taught me to love him, had not his pre- 
vious behaviour already difpofed, and his 
fubfequent cond\x&, compelled me to it! 
Again, however, we parted, but not for 
the length of time we had been feparated 
before; he returned to us more kind, 
more animated, more generouOy intereft- 
ed in all that related to me than 1 had even 
dared hope to find him, and during the 
two days he ftaid, treated me with a con-^ 
ciliating fweetnefs, a more than fraternal 
partiality, that left upon me^ ^X Va?. ^^- 
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parture, a metancboiy and regret I fcarcer 
knew how to conquer/' 

** Well,'* cried Mrs* Denbigh, agaii» 
breaking in upon Clarentine's little nar- 
mtire, ^< all this, I confefs, was flattev* 
ing, and indnuating ; but, my deareft girl,, 
have you not in Sir Edgar Delmingtonyr 
in a young man whofe paffions muft ne- 
cefTarily be fo much more ungovernable 
than your own, an example of fortitude 
and felf-command that ought to ftimulate 
you to emulation ? He tbo, I have been^ 
told) knew you from your infancy^ was 
brought up in the fame houfe with you^i 
and cheriflicd for yiars the mod fervent 
and animated affe&ion for you. Duty,, 
reafoni and honour,, however, enabled: 
him to conquer this early and habitual 
prepoffeffion ; and in a cafe exa£kly pa^ 
rallel to your own, made of him^ at once^. 
a hero and a philofopher t Are your feel- 
ings, though lefs tumultuops, more in- 
furmountable ? Let it not be thought!. 
Exert your cpurage, diffipate your mind, 
try every experiment that the ingenuity 
of woman can devife, to prove that an 
opinion fo humiliating is groundlefs and 
•rroncou*.!" 
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• ^* The council," did Clarentine^ figh* 
jng, '^ is good, and I vill endeavour-— •! 
have endeavoured always to ad as if in 
ipurfuance of its dilates: yet, my deareft 
Madanh fimilar as the two cafes may ap« 
pear, there is, however, a wide difference 
between the part that Edgar had to per- 
form, and that which is now affigned to 
we. From the firft moment he difco- 
vered tome his unauthorifed partiality, I 
^ealt openly and frankly with him; and 
readily, gladly as I would have promifed 
hitti my friendfliip, denied him aCl claim 
to my love. Have I been treated with 
'equal candour? Oh no! Such ungene- 
rous^ unremitting pains, have been taken 
to lead me into a belief I was beloved, 
that, till my own obfervation, and yet 
more convincingly tHfe explicit avowal of 
Mrs. Hertford, told- me I deceived my:- 
felf, every a£liofi, every look, feeoied 
calculated to infufe into me a pofitive 
certainty of Somerfet*s attachment! Ah! 
wonder not then, that whilft entertaining 
fo flattering an illftiion, the high opinion 
I had of his honour and integrity lulled 
all vigilance to fleep, and left me neither 
power or inclination to refift the grateful 

6 ^^^^\wv^ 
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affe6Uan I felt for him ! I beheid him $s a 
man who from infancy had loved me— 
who feemed to have no defire fo earneft 
as that of promoting my happinefs — as 
him, in fhort, by whom it was finally 
-deftined to be affured!" 

At that moment their conv^ifation was 
interrupted by the entrance of Mrs. Den- 
bigh's fervant, who brought Clarentine.a 
letter : it came by the poft, and was di- 
refted in Somerfet's hand. She received 
it with a degree of agitation (he fcarce 
knew how to conceal; and, laying it 
down upon the table by her, as foon as 
they were again left by themfelves^ faid 
to Mrs. Denbigh — 

" The writing is Somerfet*s — I almoft 
fear to open it!" 

** Give it me then," faid that lady, 
fmiling — " and if it is very treacherous 
and very tender, I will bum it without 
fuffering you to read it.'* 

Clarentine hefitated a moment, and 
then holding it out to her,' " Ahi why 
does he write to me at all ?'* cried flie : 
** There — take it, dear madam, and, if I 
can help it, I will not even wijh to know 
its contents/' 
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<^ Come, come," cried Mrs. Denbigh, 
^< I begin to have Tome hopes of you ! 
This is the mod rational thing you have 
done yet/' She then opened the letter, 
and began reading to herfelf ; whilft Cla- 
rentine, with her eyes fixed upon her 
face, fatjcarnefily obferving her, by turns 
reproaching and applauding herfelf for 
the facility with which ihe had refigned a 
privilege which would once have been fo 
precious to her. 

When Mrs. Denbigh had ceafed read- 
ing, " Here, my dear, ' faid /he, '* take 
back your letter; it contains a requeft 
which no one but yourfelf can anfwer." 

** A requeftl" repeated Clarentine, 
fiarting and blufhing ; " To mel Of what 
nature? What requeft'?'* 

** Nay, nay, my love," refumed Mrs, 
Denbigh, very calmly, '* don't put your- 
felf into fuch tremors; the favour he a(ks 
is as trifling as his ftyle is fimple and 
proper ; fee what he fays yourfelf, there- 
foje." 

Clarentine held out an unfteady hand 
for the letter, and read a» follows : 

MISS 
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MISS DELMINGTON. 

' Cliffdr^-ftrcct, December. 

^* I am unwilling to fuppofe, my deareft 
Mifs Delmington, that our parting, though 
abrupt, was therefore unfriendly; and as 
you prohibited not my writing, take the 
liberty to addrefs to you a little petition 
it will give me the utijioft pleafure to hear 
you receive with indulgence, 

" Since you left town I have been 
down a few days in Northamptonlhire, 
and purpofe -going thither again during 
Chriftmas week with a party of friends, 
two of whom mean afterwards to fpend a 
fliort time at Bath, I dare not prefume 
lo accompany themi but if, when they 
have left me, I fhould direCl my wander- 
ing courfe to Delmington Houfe,* would 
you, my gentle friend, whilft I am there, 
favour me with a letter of introduftion to 
your amiablt Madame d* Arzele ? I have 
the mbft earned defire to fee and become 
acquainted with her; and under whofe 
9ufpices could I hope for a more indul- 
gent reception, than under thofe of her 
young and lovely benefaftrefs ? 

*' You appeared at your departure in- 
dilJDofed, difpirited, and, I fear, un- 



CLARENTIME. 4^ 

happy : write to me I befccch you ; tell 
me you are better; that the air of Bath 
agrees with you ; and that, although com- 
pelled to (uffer by your abfehce, I have 
nothing to apprehend for your health ! 

" Prefent my bed refpefts to Mrs< 
Denbigh : fhe is my friend, and 1 hope 
will affift in determining you to grant my' 
requelL 

" Adieu, and may all happinefs attend 

you ! . 

" William Somersbt.* 

The extreme furprife with which Cla* 
rentine perufed this letter kept her filent 
fome minute^ after ihe had concluded 
it ; at length, however, pointing to thcfe 
words, / fnrpofe going thither again during 
Cbrifimas weeky flie faid, with a look of 
incredulity, " Do you believe, Madam, 
he has really iuch an intention ? Do you 
believe he will again, and for fo long, 
quit Mrs. Hertford ?" 

** I" always believed every thing that a 
man of honour told me," anfwered Mrs. 
Denbigh, ^^ except, indeed, his vows of 
perpetual conftancy ! What fuch repeated 
journeyings can mean, however, I ac- 

• VOL, ///. D \vTVO\s\^^^' 
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knowledge it is beyond my power of 
comprehenfioii to find out.*' 

" Thus," cried Clarentine, &ghing, 
** has he ever been — myfterious and un- 
fathomable. Oh ! that this painful fuf- 
penfe were over! that, at length, he "was 
aflually married, and all doubt of his atr 
tachment for ever at an endi" 

" A decifive way, it muft be owned, of 
terminating fufpence!" cried Mrs. Den- 
high: '' I did not think, Clarentine, you 
had refolution to for^^fo fenfible a wifli. 
But let me hear what you defign to do 
concerning the Jetter he requefts you to 
write for him. Shall you fend it?" 

" Undoubtedly; and the more readily, 
as I know it will give infinite pleafure to 
my excellent Madame d'Arzele to fee 
Wm. On his firft arrival he was the con- 
ftant theme of all my letters to her, and 
de has often expreffed great concern at 
the idea it was fo unlikely £he fhould ever 
be acquainted with him." 

Mrs. Denbigh now arofe, and afked 
her w^hether fhe would accompany her on 
a morning yifit to Mrs. Weftbury. 

No, my dear Madam, not to-day, if 
y<Hi pleafe : my miad is unjufually occu. 

^ied 
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pied and perplexed, and juft now I can 
think of nothing but this ftrange letter.** 

« Well then," faid Mrs. Denbigh, « I 
will leave you, for the prefent, to your 
own contemplations; but in the evening 
I am determined you (hall go to the affem- 
bly — and what is more," added (he, *' yoii 
Ihall dance with your little favourite, 
Johnny Weftbury, if he will haye you!" 

Clarentine, not believing this fpeech 
had any real meaning, made no oppo- 
fition to the plan, and foon after Mrs. 
Denbigh left her. 



CHAP. XIX. 

At dinner, when Mrs. Denbigh re- 
turned—" Well, Clarentine," cried fhe, 
" 1 have made a party for you to-night, 
and Johnny has half promifed, provided 
a certain Hon. Mifs Somebody, (ifter to 
a certain Lord Somebody, does not make 
her appearance in the ball-room till after 
the two firft dances are over, he will do 

D 2 \v\\x&v:\\ 
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himfclf the honour to go down them with 
you.*' 

*« He is really too obliging!** faid Cla- 
rentine, laughing; ^< but, dear Madame 
is it true you have made this party ?" 

*^ Yes, perfeftly true^. I met Mrs. and 
Mifs Manners at Mrs. Weftbury*s, and 
they have promifed to call for you at the 
proper hour. Before you go, however, 
I defire I may fee you with all your 
plumes and decorations: I am a prodi* 
gious judge of modern drefs you know, 
and therefore, left Johnny ftiould criticife 
your tafte, come and confult mine pre- 
vious to his feeing you." 

'* 1 am afraid," faid Clarentine, fmiling, 
" a drefs fo fimple as that I fhall wear 
will neither be worth your attention, 
Madam, or Mr. Weftbury's." 

" Well, no matter how fimple it is, if, 
according to Johnny's opinion, it is but 
faJhionabU: he would expire at the iclea 
of dancing with you, if you had one 
grain too little or too much powder in 
your hair, or half a ft raw's breadth too 
long or too ftiort a waift !" 

" I will endeavour then," faid Claren- 
tine, " to be as correft in all thefe mat- 
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ters as I can ; but really I know fo little 
of the buiinefs of a toilet that I am afraid 
1 (hail fucceed very ill at laft.'' 

** In that cafe," cried Mrs. Denbigh, 
^^ I don*t know what people can do better 
than perfuade tbemfelves to like you for 
, your originality. A young womaix in 
tbefe days, who is a novice in the fcience 
of drefs, is fo extraordinary a creature, 
that Ihe ought, I think, to be admired as 
a curiofity/' 

They then feparated, and Clarentine 
vent t-o prepare for the evening. 

At the hour appointed the two ladies, 
vfao had been engaged to go with her, 
and whom ihe had feveral times feen be- 
fore at Mrs. Weftbury's, called for her 
in their own carriage, and they all pro* 
ceeded to the aifembly*room. 

This was the firft evening that Claren- 
tine had ever been in public, except, 
fince jQie bad been at Bath, once or twice 
with Mrs. Denbigh at the play. The 
con/uiion fhe expeded, however, to ex- 
perience, the extreme fuUnefs of the place 
effeflually prevented : the lad week had 
brought down an incredible number of 
peojoJe^ all of whom appeared lo \)e coti- 

D 3 ceuxx^x^.^ 



54 CLARENTINE. 

centrated in that one fpot : confequentlyf 
no particular party could be more con« 
fpicuous than another, but each feemed to 
have met there for the fole purpofe of 
being crowded and incommoded. 

" Oh, how much preferable," thought 
Clarentine, " were our little focial and 
chearful balls at Delmington, to this duU^ 
yet buftling fcene !" 

'' Soon after, a tall, fine young man^ 
whofe countenance was animated and 
pleafing, and who had for fome time been ' 
engaged in obferving them as they (lowly 
advanced, contrived to approach Mifs 
Manners who had hold of Clarentine's . 
arm, and faid to her in a low voice, yet 
loud enough to be overheard,—** Will 
you introduce me Louifa ?" 

** Yes certainly:*' — then turning to 
Clarentine—*' allow me, my dear Mifs 
Delmington," added fhe, ** to prefentmy 
brother to you."; — 

. <* Clarentine curtfied, and Mr. Man- 
ners very politely addreffing her, faid— 
** I fear, Mifs Delmington, that any ap- 
plication to you for the honour of your 
hand this evening, would now come too 
late: you areproba1?ly engaged already?" 
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" Indeed," replied Clarentine, half- 
kughing^ " I fcarcely know whether I 
am or not." 

'* And who," faid Mr. Manners, with 
fome furprife, " is the extraordinary 
perfotiage that can leave you in doubt 
i^on fuch a fubjeft ?" 
\ Clarentine then related to him theTorfe 
©f. half engagement Mrs. Denbigh had 
formed for her in the marning; upon 
which, Mr. Manners brightening up, 
faid, with a fmile— " I may then fafely, 
Madam, renew my folicitation; fince I' 
can afluFe you it is not ten minutes ago, 
that 1 heard Mr. Weftbury engage one of 
Lady A 's daughteps, who had juft 
entered with her mother."— 

Clarentine laughed, and by no means 
forry to be releafed from fuch a partner, 
very readily gave her hand to Mr. Man- 
ners, and fuffered him to lead her towards 
the dancers.— 

Whilft they ftood up, it was impof- 
fible to engage in any regular conver- 
fation ; but after a long and confufed 
dance, Mr. Manners feeing her look ex- 
tremely fatigued, exerted himfelf to pro- 
cur^ for her a feat, and condud\v\g^\i^x vo 
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it, haftened to bring her fome refrefli- 
ment, and then placed himfelf next he^ 
during the remainder of the evening. 

His converfation lyas lively and 
agreeable^ and Clarentine found herfelf 
fo well difpofed to like him, that her 
fpirits were infenfibly revived by his at« 
tention, and her anfwers^ to all his gay 
remarks were made with a chearfulnefs 
nearly equal to his own. 

After fome general difcoarfe of thi« 
animated kind, addreiSng her fomewhat 
more ferioufly — " May I a(k Mifs DeU 
xnington," faid he, " what ftay Die defignt 
making in this place ?" 

** It is very probable/' anfwered 
Clarentine,' *< I may yet be here three 
weeks.*'—" And may I tell her," refumed 
he, ** what the interefte4 motive was that 
led me to venture fuch an enquiry ?'* 

" if you pleafe— certainly." 

«' Why then," faid he, "I wiflied to 
know whether at my return from a fhort 
vifit I am upon the point of making in 
Northamptonfhirc, I might flatter myfelf 
with the hope of ftill finding you here/' 

*' In Northampto^lhire ?" repeated 

CJarentine^ with a faint blufti— " And 

\s\vo 
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whom, may I a(k, are you acquainted 
with in Northamptonfhire ?" 

•< One of the oldeft friends I have. 
Captain Somerfet, has a feat in that 
county,** anfwered Mr. Manners. 

An involuntary half-figh efcapcd 
Clarentine at thefe words, and an air 
of tboughtFulnefs once more overfpread- 
ing her but-lately-re-animated counte* 
nance, fhe funk into a total, but uncon- 
fcious filence. 

Mr. Manners fat fome minutes un- 
fufpeftedly obfervingher; at length", how- 
ever, addreffing her again, " I believe," 
faid he, " I have the pleafure, in Mifs 
Delmington, to fee a relation and a 
ward of Captain Somerfet's?'* 

Clarentine only bowed. 

** You have feen him lately, I pre* 

fume ?- 
** No, Sir, not — ^not very lately/* 

** But, however, you can affift me in 

ibc folmion of ai myftery I am very 

anxious to have explained. Pray what 

has he been doing with himfelf all this 

winter ? Is he, as has been reported, upon: 

the point of marriage, and to his fair 

D 5 miftrefs^ 
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midrefi, is it, his friends muft attribute 
his long filence and negleft ?" 

CIarentin6*s varying colour during this 
fpeech aloioft betrayed her; and the' 
hefitating and embarrafled manner in 
which flie anfwered him, yet more ftrongly 
denoted her emotion — 

*' I believe — I fancv," faid (he *' he is 
going — he will be foon married/' 

*• xVnd what fort of a woman is the 
ladv he has felefted : vou doubtlefs 
know her ?" 

« Yes a little." — 

" Is {he agreeable ?" 

Scarcely fenfible of what fhe was fay- 
ing, '• I can't tell," anfwered the diftref- 
fed Clarentine. 

Mr. Manners laughed — " Upon my 
word," cried he, " fuch a reply is not 
much calculated to give a very high 
opinion of the lady's merit ! I fliould be 
forry to "fuppofe, however," added he, 
more gravely, '* that Mr. Somerfet had 
made a choice that was unworthy of him/' 

Clarentine, upon this, recovering 
greater prefence of mind, compelled her- 
^'f to fay, though in a low and almoft 
^'^WticuUte voice—'* I mea«t no re- 
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fleftion,' Sir, upon the lady, believe" me ; 
but,- as I told you, knowing very little of 
her, I am ill qualified to decide upon her 
oharafter. She is generally thought, I 
believe, remarkably agreeable/' 

*« Wellj" cried Mr. Manners — " I fliall 
certainly endeavour to fee her when next 
I go to town. There is no man in whofe 
happinefs I take a greater intereft than in 
Somerfet*s; and no man, I am convrnced,-f 
who deferves happinefs more." 

This converfation wasr here, to Claren- 
titte's infinite relief, interrupted by young 
Weftbury, who, after leading his partner 
to ^ feat with the moft obfequious refpeft',. 
negligently approached Clarentine, and 
faid— 

" So, you have not danced- at all, 
Ma'am, this evening ?" 

*' Not, at leaft, with the cruel Mr. 
Weftbury!" laid. Mr. Manners, with a- 
laugh-*. 

J ^ Cruel!" repeated'. he^< No, upon 
honour, that was^n't it! The faft is 
i have been engaged — that is condi- 
tionally engaged, to Mifs A , thefe 

three days."— 

D 6 . «« And 
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^^ And , the cODdition wai, I fuppofe^ 
Mr. Wcftbury," faid Clareniine, archly, 
" that you were to renounce her, if an 
\Earrs or a Duke's daughter claimed you 
in her ftead !*' 

^^ I am forry to hear fucb a partial ac- 
count of your gallantry, Wcftbury;*' 
cried Mr. Manners, (baking his head*-* 
a poor miferablc Commoner like mc 
ivill be afraid to fpeak to you foon !" 

" Pftiaw, pfhaw, what nonfenfe you 
talk!" cried the young coxcomb, taking 
out his glafs and beginning very critically 
to examine a party of ladies who juft then 
were pafSng, 

" Pray, Mr. Weftbury," faid Xlaren^ 
tine, felefting from amongft them one 
'who was remarkably pretty~" what* do 
you think of that young lady ?"— 

" She's very well— but her hair is not 
turned up high enough — you don\ fee 
enough of the contour of her throat," 

** Well, but >^Yhat do you fay to the 
one ivho is walking next herr' — 

Her waift is hideous— -aiid thofe long 
"^f^^^s are entirely out."— 

A little beyond, however," faid Mr. 
banners, cc i^ ^ lady whofe very eU 
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bo.ws are bare-^what's your opinion of 
her ?"— 

^^ She*s better — fomething. better; but 
there's no eafe, no hend in ber form : /he's 
as upright as a dart-<*there*s nothing 
pi&urcfque about her T'-— 

Mr» Manners, now calling his eyes to- 
wards a poor girl who was extremely de- 
farmed, and yet drefled in the moft ex- 
travagant height of the /^»— " what da 
you fay to that fair nymph, Weftbury ?" 

cried - he— ** Jhi - has bend enough, I 
hope?"— . 

** Why fhe's not amifs, really, confi- 
dering : there's tafte in the arrangement 
of ber drefs^ and upon the whole (he po- 
fiiively looks like a girl of fafhion." 

Here Mn Manners and Clarentine,- 
unable to preferve their gravity any 
longer, both burft at the fame moment 
into a iaugh, which offended the poor 
connoijffiur fo much, that completely dif- 
comfited, he turned upon bis heel and 
abruptly walked away. 

** Was, there ever fo abfurd a puppy !'* 
at length exclaimed Mr. Manners, fol*^ 
lowing him with a contemptuous look asi 

h^ 
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he croffcd the room — I've no patience 
with the vain idiot !" 

" O blefs me/* cried Clarentine, " do 
not bellow upon the poor little man fucb 
fcrious indignation ! 1 think he is ex- 
tremely entertaining; and to me, his 
charafter is quite new.'* . • 

" In what enviable retreat have you 
then lived," faid Mr. Manners, '^ where 
thefe pefts of focrety gained no* admit- 
tance ?" — 

•' I have fpent," anfwered (he, laugh- 
ing, '* the greateft part of my life in De- 
vonfhire"." — 

** O, happy Devonfhire ! and thrrce- 
happy all its favoured inhabitants ! Muft 
/defpair of ever obtaining a refuge there?' 
If you have any pity, Mifs Delmington, 
take me in your /uiu when next you* 

go." 

" What, and deprive the world of fo 

willing an admonifhcr ! I would not be 
acceflary to fuch an evil on any ac- 
count." 

During this fpcech, Clarentine, in 
taking herhandkercbief outof her pocketj 
let drop without perceiving it a little filver 
trinket, which, as it fell, ringing (lightly 

upon 
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upon the ground, caught Mr. Manners' 
attention, and made him (loop to take it 
up. He looked at it very attentively 
a minute before he either fpoke, or fhe 
knew what he held ; and then prefenting 
it to her with a fmile — 

'* Why," faid he, *' where Certainty 
fliould refide, is Hope fubftituted in her 
place ? Why does Mifs Delmington carry 
about with her an emblem fhe fhould re- 
fign to thofe children of nature who are 
lefs partially endowed ?" 

Clarentine, who at firft had not attend- 
ed to what he offered her, now catting 
her eyes upon it, coloured violently, and 
eagerly feizing it, put it back into her 
pocket; at the fame moment rifing, and 
haftily' faying — 

" Can you imagine where your fifter 
is?" 

'* No^'* anfwered he, following hep, 
** but if you will lend me your anchor to 
reft my hopes upon during the toilfomc 
fearch, I will go in purfuit of her," 

"I would not wifh," faid Clarentine, 
attempting to laugh, *^ you fhould reft^ 
^ them upon fo feeble a fupport." 

" To 
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*« To obtain hope from you then, any 
way but by fuq^rife, is, I perceive, im* 
poiBblc! Pray, did Captain Somerfet 
teach you the importance of that invalu* 
able fymbol ? — was it bis gift?" 

** No, no," cried Clarentine, turning 
away from his arch enquiring eyes 
in great confu&on, ^ it was not, in- 
deed!" 

Mr. Manners, feeing heir look really 
difconcerted, had too much good- nature 
to purfue the fubjeft ; hut whenever, in 
the coirrfe of the evening, her eyes again 
met his, Ihe beheld in them an expreflion 
of comic fignificance, that abalhed her fo 
much, Qie was obliged immediately to 
lov>k another way* 

When they were going, and he was 
leading her to the carriage — 

^' Captain SouKrtct, I prefume," faid 
be* ** in his province of guardian, has the 
b^i^pinefs of conreftM>ndi«g with you» and 
^hei>KR>re. Mifs DeUuington, if I requeR 
^^^ be xnadc the bearer of anv letter vou 
^^y >riOi to fend him, I hope 1 Ciall 
'^W be ihvM^ht impertineiu/* 
^ vUfeo^ine, endeawiurtng to fpcak with 
«*^li^fs, f^d— 
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•^ When, Sir, do you fet out ?'' 

^ On Thurfday morning, and, if I 
have your permiifion, to-morrow I will 
do tnyfclf the honour to call for your 
difpatches." 

.They were now at the coach door, and 
Clarentine had only time to bow her 
thanks, before, having handed her in, he 
wiflied her good night, and returned to 
the ball-room. 

Provoked at her own unguarded be^ 
haviour, and extremely mortified at the 
idea of having given rife to any ftrange 
conje&ures in Mr. Manners, Clarentine 
was abfent and iilent the whole way 
home, and fpent a night of uniifual reft- 
leflhefs and difturbance. Half dreading, 
yet half wilhing to fee him the next day, 
flie determined, by the affumcd tranquil- 
lity with which fhe meant to liften to all 
he could fay, even concerning Somerfet, 
to difpel every fufpicion he might enter- 
tain, and prevent every femark he might 
promulgate. The anchor^ (Lady Julia*s 
former gift) which had unfortunately ex- 
cited fo many embarrafSng refleftions, 
fhe immediately locked up, almoft tempt- 
ed (di/ninifljed in her eyes as al vVa^ ^v«v^ 
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was its allufivc value) to throw it wholly 
away. She had hitherto kept it exprefsly 
in remembrance of Somerfet j but foear- 
neftly did fhe now wifli to drive him from 
her thoughts, that even this trifling me- 
morial fhe thought it almoft wrong to 
preferve. 

At breakfaft the next morning, when 
Mrs. Denbigh afked for^an account of her 
ball, fhe faithfully related to her all that 
had pafTed, and prepared her for the 
yifitor they were to expeft: after which^ 
Ctting^ down to write to Somerfet, fhe 
fliewed her, when fhe had concluded it^ 
the following cold and formal epiftle. 

. CAPT. SOMERSET. 

Bath, December. 

" Dear Sir, 

**^ The letter you wifh to deliver to 
Madame d'Arjsele in my name, I fhall be 
happy to fend whenever, or wherever you 
pleafe. It will give her pleafure, I am 
fure, to become known to you. 

" Accept my bcfl thanks for your 
obliging enquiries concerning my health, 
which is, I flatter myfelf, confiderably 

amended^ 
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amended, and, I doubt not, will foon be 
perfeftly reftored. 

*' Mrs. Denbigh joins with me in 
hoping your intended excurfion will 
prove agreeable, and defires her beft 
compliments. 

•* I remain, dear Sir, 
" With great regard, 
^^ Your obliged, 
^' And grateful humble fervant, 

" Clarentine Delmington." 

" This letter is what you may call 
fliort and — not fweetl" cried Mrs. Den* 
high, when (he hskd read itj << he will 
think, I fear, it accords very ill with the 
kindnefs and cordiality of his own/' 

*♦ I hope and believe," faid Clarentine, 
affe£ling to fpeak with indifference^ *< he 
will think very little about it," 

«VThere are cafes," faid Mrs. Denbigh, 
** when young ladies may be petmitted 
to tell lies with impunity, and this is one; 
or elfe, Clarentine, you may depend upon 
it I fhould not fuffer thatfalfe, I hope ^ to 
pafs uncenfured." 

" Ah, my dear madam," faid Claren* 
tine, half fmiling,^ «« there would be uo end 

Oil 
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of cenfuring me upon that fcor^, for, of 
late, ray whole life has been a lie /" 

" Some part or other of every body's 
life muft be fuch," faid Mrs. Denbigh; 
^ mine was a lie, when, at fixteeD an old 
grandmother I had carried me do\/n into 
Northumberland, and obliged me to tell 
her I liked it ! My poor hufband*s was a 
lie, when be firft married me, and thought 
it needful to fay he loved me !" 

Here Clarentine, who fat direfting 
Somerfet's letter at the table, difcontinued 
her employm^ent, and looking up with an 
air of innocent furprife, faid, — ** And did 
he nos love you, then?" 

** No, not at all, the firft fix months." 

" Good Heaven, how terrible I How. 
could you marry him ?*' 

" In the firft place, he told bis lie fo 
well, I did not know he had this diflike 
to me; and in the next, my father cT>ofe 
bira for nie, and left me no negative 
voice." 

" Well, but," faid Clarentine, eager to ' 
hear the refult of this frightful beginning 
— " did he love you better afterwards^ 
Madam ? were you happy ?" 

*< Yes, 
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<^Ycs, very. I never fufpeQcd his 
afFeftion had been diflembled tiH he told 
me fo himfelf, and by that time it was 
become real, though by no means, I muft 
acknowledge, romantic T 

*^ And yet," faid Clarentine, " without 
a little romance in youth, what is life 
good for ?" 

** Every rational enjoyment that fober 
common fcnfc ought to render valuable 



-to us." 



" But, my deareft Mrs. Denbigh, do 
you expeft me to have already acquired 
a fufficient portion of \\\is Jober ' common 

fenje to think fo ?" 

*^ No, I know you have not ; but a 
little longef refidence with me, I flatter 
myfelf, will give it you. There are cer- 
tain words with which fentimentalilis by 
frofeffin nourifh their folly,, that I have 
totally effaced from my vocabulary, and 
never permit even my friends to ufe if I 
can help it. Delicacy {{yich falfe delicacy as 
they mean) is one ; refinement is another ; 

Jenjibtlity is a third; fufceptibility (the moft - 
odfous of all) is a fourth ; entbujia/m is a 
fifth; and laftly come^ that ideal bug- 
bear, CONSTANCY, a term of vibieh tvo 

2 \10TC\WV 
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wontan ought to know the meaning till 
after fhc is either married, or pofitivety 
engaged." 

Before Clarentine had time to anfwer 
this fpcech, the door opened, and Mr. 
Manners was announced. 

Clarentine introduced him to Mrs. 
Denbigh, who, though fhe well knew the 
ladies of his family, had never before fecn 
him^ and then they all took their feats. 

After fomc general converfation,'cafting 
his eyes towards the letter which ftill lay 
upon the table, — " May I flatter myfelf/! 
faid he^ ^' that Mifs Delmington has been 
fo good as to remember the tacit promife 
fhe gave me laft night ? Are the creden- 
tials I am to carry to my friend ready ?" 

Clarentine thanking him for con- 
dcfcending to become her courier, put 
the letter into his hands. 

" Ah, Madam," cried he, " call not 
that a condefcenfion which is only a 
proof of my fclf-intercftcdnefs. Captai n 
Somcrfet and 1 have been feparatcd fo 
long, that to fccurc niyfelf as cordial a 
reception as in former times I was always 
afluredof obtaining^ I thought it n'cceffary 

to 
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to apply for the tnoft precious intro- 
duftory prefentation I could procure." 

** If that was your view," faid Claren- 
tine, *' it would have been more politic 
to have addreffcd yourfelf eifewhere : you 
had better, I believe, give me my letter 
again, for I much doubt its having the 
e£Bcacious power you expeQ;." 

" No, no, Sir," cried Mrs* Denbigh, 
keep it now you have it : a long-abfent 
friend requires not fuch potent recom- 
mendation as one whom we have feen 
more lately, and therefore content your- 
felf /i&/V time with being the bearer of a 
mere letter oif civility, and referve for 
your nexi meeting the letter of tender- 
ncfs." 

" I am forry you grve me reafon to 
fuppofe," cried he, " both will not come 
from the fame hand." 

" Nay, that is ungrateful !" faid Mrs* 
Denbigh, ** when inftead of one we are 
proving to you that you have two firings 
to your bow, ought you to exprefs fuch a 
regret ?" 

'' My regret. Madam," anfwered he, 
" may find fome apology in its difin- 
tereftednefs — it is wholly for. my fri. nd. \ 

6 
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*^ Are you not afraid, Mr. MaoncrV* 
faidClarentine, fmiling, ^^ that jr^irr partial 
gallantry will incur the lame reproach, 
Mr. Weftbury's received from you laft 
night? You know nothing of the lady at 
whofe expence you have now been pleafed 
to compliment^ me, and can by no means 
be certain your regret is atall juftifiable." 
. ^^ I have two infallible guides upon this' 
fubjeQ:/' cried he; "my cars upon cftr 
occafion, and ray eyes whenever I have 
the honour of feeing you." 
" Your ears?" ' 

" Yes; did they not laft night inform 
me, that Mifs Delmington, whofe coun- 
tenance alone bears teftimony to her na-' 
tural candour, thought the lady in quef* 
tion too infignificant an ohjeft to merit 
any place in her remembrance ? Such a 
difcovery may furely well juftify my re- 
gret!" 

« I was not aware,*' faid CUrentine, 
deeply blufhing, « of the fevere inference 
you would draw from fo momentary a fit 
of ah fence 1" 

Mr. Manners was beginning fome very 
eager reply, when the entrance of his 
fiaer, and prefently after of Mr. Wea. 
bury, put-an end to iW tuWa. 
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3i? flie THOf ning, though cold, was clear 
ind flriCj Mifs Manners, at the end of a 
Ihort vifit, propofed to Clarentine taking 
a walk, 'With her to the Upper Crefcent: 
4o this (he very readily confented, and 
«fcoFled by the two gentlemen, they im- 
media^tely fet out. : . 

Mf . Manners kept by her fide during 
liic whole way, alternately amufing her 
by the aptnefs and vivacity of his general 
remarks, and embarrafling her by the - 
ai^chnefs of his diflant ailulions to the, fub« 
jcfts (he had before fo gladly flown from: 
Ae perfeft good-breeding, however, with 
whith be thu« ingenioudy tormented her, 
Md, yet more, the indulgence which his 
acknowledged intimacy with Somerfet 
unconfcioufly difpofed her to (hew him, 
prevented the poflSbility of her being fe- 
riouOy difpleafed, and kept her in good 
humour with him till the moment they 
parted. 

In their way home, Mifs Manners ad- 
dreffing Clarentine in a low v.oice, whiiit 
Mr. Wefthury's head was turned afide, 
faid, " I muft call this morning at Mrs. 
Weftbury's — ^my mother defired it; but 
do pray go with me.'* 
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** If you wifli it," anfwered Claremtnef 
ill the fame tone, ^< I will certainly ; but 
what makes you aCk it fo earneftty ?" 

^^ O dear, there is nothing fo formida*. 
ble to me as a forenoon viiit there : Ifae ii 
always furrounded by fnarling politicians, 
and folemn authors, and mufty di^ona* 
ries, and huge folios ; and up to her 
very chin in learning and philofophyi 
and I know nothing in the world of all 
this." 

" Bat do you e)cpe£l tne^^ faid Claren* 
tine, laughing, " to be any wifer ?'V ' 

*^ O no, you're a good, unaffe€led 
creature, I know : but if you go with- 
nie, 1 (hall, at leaft, have fomebody to 
talk to, whom I can under ft and and be 
underftood by.'* 

" If that is your reafon,*' faid Claren- 
tine, " I am wholly at your command/' 

They were now arrived at Mrs. Weft* 
bury's door, and ftill attended by Mn 
Manners (young Weftbury made his bow 
as foon as he found where they wer^ 
going), gave in their names, and were 
fliewn up to that lady's dreffing-room. 

Clarentine, as fhe entered, beheld the 
Jemalt critic fitting before a large table, 

5 cov^x^d 
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Covered with books^ pamphlets, papers^ 
pens and ink. • Stretched out at his eafe, 
in an arm-chair near the fire, fat a portly 
and learned profeflbr of mathematicsi 
vho, by the ftart he gave as they walked 
in^ evidently betrayed either how deeply 
the fublimity of his^ contemplations, or the 
ibundnefs of his Jiolen nap^ had previoufly 
^abforbed every faculty. Intently poring 
over fome profoundly fcientific Greek 
fftanuferipff which, in honour of his own 
learning, he had brought with him in his 
pocket, at one end of the table, oppoiite 
Mrs. Weftbury, fat a little withered^ 
fmirking man, in a rufty black coat, 
who, at the fame time that he afpired to 
the reputation o£ Si/ervant^ likewife aimed 
at that of a man of gallantry, and was the 
ladies mofl; obfequious and devoted flave. 
Lailly, balancing himfelf as he ftood 
near the window, was a fhort, thicks 
clumfy -looking man, with enormous black 
eye-brows, frowning over a newfpaper, 
and muttering execrations to himfelf every 
word he read. 

*« And which," faid Clarcntinc, ad- 
drefling Mifs Manners in a low voice^ 
after they bad been fome Ume fe^v^^^ 



f < which of Ihefe ihree dignifies himfelf 
mt\f the title oEpMefcpbfirr 
. ^ Why, I believe they every one pre-* 
^nd to it in fome degree; but the philo« 
fopher par excellence is tbaf gentleman'*-^ 
looking towards hka who frowned at the 
window. 

. *M Ihould fooner/' faid Clarentine» 
f ^ have taken him^ by his empIoyment| 
for a politician.'' 

^« O9 he's both : politics and philofo* 
phy always go together now ?" 

*^ His countenance, at leaft, does not 
denote him to be of the fed of laughing 
philqfopbers.* 

^ Blefs me, no ; he never laughs but 
in/corn'' 

Here jtheir attention was attra3ed by 
the little man in black, who looking up 
w^ith a fet fmile, and waving bi$ hand as 
be fpoke, faid— 

^^ Madam> I muft beg leave to aflure 
you, that in this &ort di^uifition there is 
more exquifite eloquence, more wonder* 
ful profundity, more accurate criticifms 
than in any performance of the kind I 
have met with fc>r many years/' 

<* Whofc 
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* Whofe writings does it criticife^ Mr. 
Lea ?*' enquired Mrs. Wcftbory . 

Mr. Lea, with extreme emphafis, ut- 
terred fome hard Greelc name, and waa . 
then proceeding thus — ^ It can be no new 
information to a lady of your univerfa) 
crudition,thatthis incomparable author"-— ' 
when the philofopbical politician abruptly 
interrupting him, called out — 

•* Thefe d — mn— d news-writers ? How 
they do make my blbod boil ! Here's a 
fellow now," ftriking the back of his fin- 
gers againft the paper, ^^ who, for half-a* 
crown a day, will fay and unfay the fame 
confounded lie fix times in one week! — 
By all that's jgood, Madam," turning to 
Mrs. Weftbury, *^ it aftoniflies me to 
think you can take in fuch a flagitious 
comp^ation of falfehood and infamy!" 

** Is this a fpecimen of the gentleman's 
pbHo/bpiy ?** afked Clarentine, in a low 
Toice, turning to Mifs Manners. 

" Hufli, hufli ! — Hear the lady's an- 
fwer." 

" My dear Sir," cried Mrs. Weftbury, 
*' you are partial, you are prejudiced: 
that's one of the beft papers that comes 



out." 
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" Ay? Ayr faid the learned Doaor, 
" let me fee it then; I want to change 
mine, and I dont know what other to 
order." 

" Take my word for it, DoClor,** faid 
Mrs. Weftbury, " you can't chufc-a bet* 
ter than that. But now, Mr. Lea, let 
me hear a little more about your Greek 
manufcript : what author did you fay "— 

*^ Madam," interrupted Mr. Lea, the 
fame invariable fmile ftill adorning hia 
countenance, " with your permiflion^ 
before thefe young ladies," looking par- 
ticularly at Clarentine, ** we will have 
recourfe to fome more compatible fubje£t. 
Doubtlefs to the minds of uninitiated 
youth thefe remote and inapplicable 
themes muft be too intricate and unper- 
fpicuous to afford them any portion of 
mental recreation : and^ Madam, I make 
it a pointy as pertinently as I can, to ad« 
minifter to all' fuch converfation as I 
furmife heft accords with the age, fexf 
and capacity of my auditors." — 

" O, mercy," faid Mifs Manners, in 
a whifper to Clarentine, " there will be 
no induring that man if he once takes.it 

into 
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into his head to addrefs his pedantic 
jargon to us! Do pray, let's be off!" 

Clarentine, as little difpofed to pro- 
long the vifit as her friend, inftantly arofe 
to go i and Mr. Manners itarting up at 
the fame moment, they all three took their 
leave, and haftened away. 

When they were in the ftreet, " Good 
Heaven,** exclaimed Clarentine, " how 
different a woman Mrs. Weftbury always 
appeared to me before ! I never faw her 
fo furrounded till this morning." 

" O, fhe has a few lucid intervals," 
cried Mifs Manners, ** and before Mrs. 
Denbigh, particularly, I've known her 
very rational : however, we did not ftay 
half long enough to behold her in her real 
^erfeBion ; I dare fay (he and the poll- 
tician will have a furious quarrel before 
they part !*' 

«* But now," faid Clarentine, " will you 
have the goodnefs to explain to me your 
reafons for dubbing him a philofofber ?'* 

** Why, in the firft place, he publicly 
profeffes Atheifm, and in the next"— 

*' O, that's enough 1" interrupted Cla- 
rentine; " I defire to hear no more either 

w 

•f him or his principles." 

£ 4 « VJ«\\ 
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« Well, then, let's change the fubjcft: 
■what do you do with yourfelf thi« even- 
ing ?" 

« I fhall ftay at home to reft after the 
raking of lalt night.'* 

*^ O, that's a horrid plan ! You had bet* 
ter go to the play with us." 

" Much better," faid Mr. Manners. 

'' No, indeed," cried Clarentine, '^ if 
I had no other objeSion, 1 could not bear 
to leave Mrs. Denbigh two. evenings 
ajone/* 

«^ O, Mrs. Denbigh fhall be of the 
party !** cried Mifs Manners — " I'll' rua 
up and aflt her direftly." 

And then, without giving^ Clarentine 
thne to ftop her, being j.uft arrive(J art the 
door and finding it open, Ihe rulbed inta 
the houfe and up ftairs in a moment,. Mr« 
Manners and Clarentine both following 
ben 

.Before they reached the dining-room^ 
Mrs. Denbigh, unwilling to negle6i any 
opportunity of diffipating her young 
friend's thoughts, had already given the 
confent that was required of her; and 
ibon after^ rejoicing in th^r fuccefs, the 

brother 
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brother and filler went home to drefs for 
dinner. 

" Why, ipy des^reft Madam," cried 
Clarentine, when they were gone, " what 
a life yovk are determined I fhall leadt" 

^^ Any thing, my good child, rather 
than fuffer you, in your.prefent difpofi- 
lion of mind, to flay at home and ibink.^* 

^ Do you, then, imagine it is impoifi- 
ble to think in aplay-houfe ?" 

" Oh, perverfe people will do what 
they ought not to do, every where, but 
I am perfuaded lefs efFeflually in a play- 
houfe than Ihut up in their own apart- 
ment. Go up and drefs therefore, and 
let me hear no more delicate objeSlions^'* 

Clarentine half prpvoked, yet unable 
te refrain laughing, was forced to obeyy. 
and at night when (be returned^ almoft 
againik her own will, was compelled to* 
acknowledge (be bad really been enter-* 
tained. 



E i CHX?J 



$2 CLARENTINB, 



CHAP. XX. 

Near a week now paflcd on much in 
the fame diflipated manner; at the end of 
which, Clarentine, wholly unufed to fuch 
a way of life, was laid up with 9, fevere 
cold, and obliged, for feveral days, to 
confine herfelf entirely to her own room. 

During this penitential retreat, fhe re« 
ceived a fecond letter from Sophia. 

' MISS DELMINGTON. 

Delmington-Houfe, January. 

<^ I do not know what you may be in 
your part of the world, but bere we have 
been exceedingly gay. Lord Welwyn 
gave a very elegant ball two nights ago, 
at which we were all prefent, and I bad 
the honour of dancing, if not the whole 
evening, at lead the greatefl part of it, 
with your friend Mr. Eltham. Since he 
has made me (or rather fince I made my- 
felf) his confidant, it is aftonifhing what 
progrefs I feem to have made in his good 
graces : he never has a (brrow or a joy 
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that he does not come to impart to me ; 
and as both very often arife from caufes 
equally frivolous, he has now got fo ufed 
to being laughed at, that he not only bears 
it with ftoical patience, but fometimes 
even catches the infedion. The grim 
afpe& he brought down with him is 
confiderably improved within this lall 
fortnight) and I have great reafon to hope^ 
that I ihall now in a fhort time reftore 
him to all bis former gay and youthful 
gallantry, 

^^ My deareft mother, who knows 
qothing of his motives for thus diftinguilh* 
ipg and attending me, and, I dare fay, 
concludes very often he is infidioufly 
laying liege lo her daughter's heart, when, 
in faS, he is only bewailing the cruelty 
of l^er wecet looks e;jQtrem^ly gr^vc upon 
thefe occafions, and yefterday, without 
affigning any reafoii for it, ba^d th^ in- 
hj^SLnivy to forbid my ever going aloae 
to Welwyn Park while he flays there t 
Dear Madam, you need be under bo 
alarm I-^^he thinks of me only as of a 
good>humaured rattle, whofe con verfation 
ferves a little to beguile the horrors of 
difappoiDiment^ and lighten the burthea 

£6 ^ 
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of his heavy woea ! He muft be certain 7 
have no defign, and I believe we may all 
be equally ccfrtain be has none. 

^ My brother Edgar is now at home, 
and pays very alFiduous court to hi9 
pretty miftrefs, who, by the way, really 
grows prettier and prettier every hour:—* 
ay, Clarentine, and fo do I too, if I an» 
to believe honeft friend Eltham! — He 
was yefterday (and yet I had been up* 
dancing half the night before) conv» 
plimenting me upon this fubjefl, in a ftyle 
of courtlincfs it would, I am perfuaded, 
have done your heart good to hear, when, 
finding he dwelt longed upon the luftre 
of my charming eyes, I baftily inter- 
. nipicdhim to aflc, whether they were like 
Lucy Barclay's, of dauntkfs memory ! 

*• Heaven forbid P* exclaimed he,* 
laughing— 

*« In what do they differ ?*' enquired I— 

^ In every thing— in form, in expreC-^ 
Cion, and even in colour." 

*< Are they like Clarentii^'sr" 

*^ He hefitatcd— btrt at la ft faid— •« / 
have reafon to think tbtm preferabte/' 

♦« And why fo ?'* 

•^ Becaufc/*^ 




•* Becaufe/' anfwered he, fmiling', 
^* their beams', though arch and fportive, 
arc likcvfife merciful and friendly — and 
upon me were never played, but with a 
fert of temperated fire, which animates^ 
without appaHiDg.** 

^ There, Clarcn tine— what do yoa 
think of my anhnaiing powers! By his 
account, howerer, of the appaUirrg in- 
fluence of yours, I fear, my good girf, 
yon dealt very hardly with this poor man. 
He is horrid fore yet, and your name^ 
imexpe€tedly uttered, will often make 
him literally ftart ! I take pretty good 
care, though, he Ibould nexer do fo on 
hearing it from me% for when we are 
together, I 9m perpetually repeating it, 
on purpolb, as you do with young flcmifli 
horfes, to ufe him to the objeft he ifhies 
at. £dgar ufed to be quite ae nervoM 
upon thifr fubjeft; bni I think that all 
powerful medicine, abfence, has now 
nearly cured him. In nervous cafes^ 
brought on by appalling eyes^ abfence^ I 
believe, is your onty valerian ! 

^ My -mother has juft had a charmihg; 
Tetter— elegant^ refpedful, yet frfendlyV 
ftom- Mv« Somerfeti He it now, as jovt 
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know I fuppofe, in Northamptonfhtre^ 
and purpofes coming here for a few days 
before he returns to town. I am en« 
chanted at the idea of feeing him, and my 
mother, likewife, is fo much pleafedf 
that (he has written to him by return of 
poll to exprcfs the greateft iiitis£&Qion 
fuch a profpeQ gives her. 

^^ I. could not help thinking whilft I 
was reading his letter,^ what an incom- 
parable trio we ibould have, if this, un* 
happy man (as I cannot but fufpeQ) is 
alfo one of your cafi-offs l^^ytt-^-^omerJet 
unfuccefsful ! how ihould that be?— 
£ltham would not be fo icy about him i£ 
he was really a brother- willow \ I cannot 
9iake it out; yet fomething (here is ta 
make out, I am certain. I wonder 
whether it will be poflible to wreathe 
myfelf into bis confidence as I did inta 
£ltham's;— I am afraid not Wifeacres. 
like you and Somerfet are never ib eafy 
to expound, as cra^y-brained peopk like 
Eltham and I. 

^^ Your poor Madame d'Arzele is upon 
the eve of experiencing a fevere lofs : her 
brother, ourexcellenrChevalier, is going 
abroad very fbortly to joia foaic troops 

Vsv 
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in the Weft*Indies, I believe, or in 
Germany, or Holland, or fomewhere in 
ihort. We are all greatly concerned at 
bis departure, and as for her, poor little 
foul! fbe looks quite unhappy. Write 
to her again foon, my bed Clarentine; 
and fince fhe cannot be revived by your 
chearing prefence, footh and comfort her 
by your di ftant kindne fs. There is nobody, 
I believe, upon earth, Ihe loves with 
more tendemefs than you — therefore one. 
word of confolation from your pen will 
weigh more than thoufands from our lips« 
«« Galloping up the avenue, here comes 
Mr- Eltham: farewel therefore; I am 
going to hold his ftirrup while he alights f 

«* Yours ever. 



»i 
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Clarentine read this gay letter to Mrs. 
Denbigh, who was fitting with her at the 
. time Die received it, and who, when Ihe 
had concluded, faid, with a fmile— - 

'* -D^^J, I believe indeed, your giddy 
friend has none; but without defigo, if 
file don't take care, it appears very 
probable her little heart will be drawn 
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in : fiie will flutter about tbe flame tifl flbe 
fingesher wings — ^T only wifh be may finge 
• his whijkers^ and then all will go well, 
and they may make a very happy couple* 
Is (he pretty r" 

«« Yes," anfwered Clarentine, *' fbe 
has a fort <tf Hebe face^ full of drmples and 
good-humour, that is, extremely be* 
witching; and the dazzling brightnefs of 
her complexion furpafies any thing I ever 
beheld/* 

«« O then," faid Mrs. Denbigh — " whfr 
fuch a charafter and fuch a form, fhe wiK 
attach him, I have no doubt > at prefent 
he is not ppon his guard againft her; be 
looks upon her, as fbe fays, noerdy as a 
comic, laughing girl, with whom to chat 
and rally is as fafe as it is pleafant. In a 
little wjiile, however, if fbe is really thus 
attractive, fhut up as they both are in {o 
fecluded a part of the world, he will find 
himlelf reftlefs and emuiez without hef^ 
and to obviate all future difmiffions^ wilf,, 
at once, honeftly declare himfelf, and 
make propofals to her family." 

«^ Your prediftion, my dear Madam,'*' 
faid Clarentine, ** exaftly reminds me of 
whsLt Mr* Htham once laid of her him^- 



lelf : he was dcfcribing her^ as you have 
done, as a gay,^ animated girl^ who with- 
out beauty enough to fafcinate at fir ft 
fights would begin by amufing^ and end by 
mttacbing: if fuch &ould be the cafc^ 
however^ ^ you think my poor Sophia 
would be permanently happy with him ?" 

** Why not ? We never heard that Mr, 
Eltham, tho' wild and thoughtlefs, was 
decidedly profligate^ or deliberately 
wicked. His temper, you once faidj Lord 
Welwyn had told you was admirable, no 
contradidion of which were the em- 
paffioned and lover-like rages he fell into 
on being fo abruptly difcarded : any maa 
of ftrong feeliags upon fuch an occaiioB 
might be pardoned' for betraying fome 
degree of refentment ; and really, my 
ceiifures upon him have always been fo 
'^nixed with pity, that I am rejoiced to 
think he has, a^ laft, met with an boneftf 
lotrfentimental girl who will permit him to 
lay his willows at her feet*" 

" You feera to be of opinion. Madam,** 
(aid Clarentine, ^^ he was ill ufedl" 
*^ Not exa£ily that : but he was certainly 
barjhly ufed^ and at the time he received 

hit 
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his c(mge had really done nothing t9> 
deferve it.* 

Clarentine, a little fhocked at the in-r 
controvertible truth of this obfeivation, 
remained (ilent; and Mrs. Denbigh, read* 
ing her thoughts, haftened to change the 
fubjeft. 

At the end of a few days, Clarentine 
vas fufficiently recovered to be able, 
though (he fiill conBned herfelf in an 
evening, to walk out about an hour every 
morning. It was on her return from one 
of thefe early rambles, that, afcending 
the Reps of Mrs. Denbigh's houfe, flic 
beheld Mr. Manners, who, after a fort- 
nights abfence, was haftening, he faid^ to 
pay his rcfpeAs to her. 

Clarentine, in whom his prefence al- 
ways awakened an emotion of mingled 
pica fu re and confufion, which was now 
cncreafed by the recolleftion of his hav- 
ing To lately parted from Somerfet,blufiied 
deeply the inftant he addrefled her; and, 
dining fomc minutes, had fcarcely pre- 
fence of mind fufficient to anfwer his ge- 
neral enquiries with any tolerable degree 
of fteadinefs or compofure. This, how- 
9¥cr, be affeded not to obferve; but 
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when they reached Mrs. Denbigh's uAial 
fitting-room, and the firft compliments 
between him and that lady were over, 
tftking out his pocket-book, and prefent- 
ing Clarentine a letter, he faid — " From 
Captain Somerfet, Madam, who, at the 
fame time that I delivered it, defired me 
to give his bell refpefts/* 

Clarentine, now blufliing a yet deeper 
die, received it with down-caft cyts ; and> 
in a voice fcarcely audible, ftammered. 
out fomething like an acknowledgment; 
for bis goodnefs in taking charge of it. 

** I hope, Sir," faid Mrs. Denbigh, 
" you left your friend perfeftly well ?" 

^^ Yes, Madam, in healthy 1 hope he 
was;' but in /pirils he appeared ill in* 
deed." 

Clarentine fearfully looked up; and 
Mrs. Denbigh, in a tone that was fome- 
what farcaftic, faid, ^^ And what can have 
affe6led his fpirits fo prodigioufly ?'* 

^^ Hopeleflhefs and abfence,'* anfwered 
Mr. Manners; dealing a fide-long glance 
at the aftonifhed Clarentine. 

*' Very extraordinary complaints for a 
man to fufFer by, who has his cure in his 
own power!" cried Mrs^ Denbi^^ villi 
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-» ^«^Maai£ zjt J2J 30 e^cc-aragcmeol to 

V:--^ r«;*i::iT "vm E.tz\ a moment; 
iiic uieii. -c.AiL Ti^ iser k^aCy and looking 
Ti-~- r^T-zr.i^ Ji»i ikitif - Yea arc too 
Tc:«:*.si2:ii^:il i.c xc, Mr. Macners: I 
zz^Jl iji* ^ al^ Acpe of azder^anding 

- A^fi cc I ^p«iar to you^ Mils DeU 

^ i: rziil. r, Sir,"^ — aoTwered {he, in a 

■^ YcubiTc Ei:re anxietj, however, to 
cli;c:(u:? uie myiicry :"* 

'• Xr, nc: a: a'/i." 

*^ Then certuinlvy" refuaied Mr. Man- 
ners, *• I wiii noi prefume to force an 
explanation upon you; we will therefore 
ftart another fubject: pray who did you 
dance with at the laft aGerobly ?" 

Clarcntine, though extremely provoked 
with him, compelled herfelf to anfwer 
thu, and fcveral oiher queRion^^ of the 
fame nature, wiih an appearance of pcr- 
'-- unconcern i and very foon after. 



^ 



fajring ' He hoped he fiiould hare the ho- 
nour of nleetiing her at the rooms in the 
evening, he arofe and took leave. 

Mrs. Denbigh and Clarentine fat look* 
ing at each other feme minutes after he 
was gone in utter filence. At laft, ** Are 
we to underftand by all this,** cried C]a- 
rentinej ** that Mrs. Hertford is grown 
cruel r 

** I imagine fo/* anfwered Mrs. Den- 
bigh, laughing — « or that Somerfet him- 
'(elf has changed his love, and imbibed a 
pafBon for fome fair tygrefs:*' 

Clarentine fhrugged her (houlders with 
a look of incredulity, but forbearing to 
fay any thing further, broke open the let- 
ter Mr. Manners had brought her. 

It contained not more than fix lines» 
and was written with a coldnefs almoft 
equal to her own. - He began by thank- 
ing her for granting his requeft; and then, 
begging {he would fend the promifed letter 
to him at Lady Delmington's as. foon m 
{he had l^ifure, concluded with a few 
laint congratulations upon the emendatioA 
of her health. 

Clarentine's heart was too full, when 
file had read this chilling fcroU) lo m^V..^ 
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any comments upon it ; therefore putting 
it filently into Mrs. Denbigh's hand, flie 
retired to her own room to execute the 
commiilion it contained. 



CHAP. XXI. 

The la ft week of Mrs. Denbigh's ftay « 
Bath was now nearly elapfed, and (he and 
her young friend were already making 
preparations for their departure, when, 
juft as they had rifen from breakfaft one 
morning, Mifs Manners unexpeQedly 
.made her appearance — 

** I am come," cried fhe, eagerly, «* to 
beg, to entreat, that you will fpend the 
evening at our houfe to-morrow : we arc 
to have a delightful little private dance; 
only fifteen or fixteen couple, and as I 
have heard you fay, Mifs Delmingtoni 
you cannot indure the great alfemblies, I 
infift upon your coming to our Lilliputian 
one.'* 

*« You 



CLABLENTINB. g^ 

** You are very peremptory I" cried 
Clarentine, finiling. 

^< Why the dance was half made on 
your account.** 

" On iwy account?'' 

<^ Yes; mama was very unwilling to 
agree to it, till my brother and I deter- 
mined her, by reprefenting the neceflity 
of dphag fomething civil by Mrs. Den* 
high and you before your departure/* 

« O then," laid Mrs. Denbigh, " I am 
to take a ihare in this honour ?*' 

" Certainly." 

^^ But who do you intend ihall open 
the ball with me? Will your brother, 
do you think, lead me out ?'* 

" I have not a doubt of it," anfwered 
Mifs Manners laughing. 

** Very well then ; go home and defire 
him to get his white gloves ready, and 
tell your mother, that if (he will permit 
us to make our curtfies at eleven o'clock, 
we will do ourfelves the honour of wait, 
ing upon her." 
. " At eleven o'clock ? Dear me, why 
fo early ?" 

" Becaufe the next day we defign to 
begin our journey, and it has always'beea 



trc>i 



my pJaiif on tbc eve of trtvcIKng, to tn^ 
deavour to get a little fleep.'* 

^ But Mifs Dekntngtoa need not run 
away fo foon ?" 

<< If flie is wife, I think fiie will ; all 
that, however, I leave to her own deter- 
mination/' 

Mifs Manners then fhaking hands with 
Clarentine, and thanking Mrs; Denbigh 
for her ready acquiefcence, haftened 
away, fuU of buftle and bufinefs. 

The next day, about an hour before 
fhe fet out to fulfil her engagement, the 
following letter was delivered to Claren* 
tine from Madame d'Arzele. 

MISS DELMXKGTOH. 

Mont Repoa, Ianauy«. 

«< In what terms Ihall I thank my be- 
loved and amiable Clarentine for the in- 
valuable new acquaintance ftie has pro- 
cured me ? Your Mr. Somerfet is all that 
is excellent in man; diftinguilhed in his 
,addrels; elegant in his converfation ; 
kind, good, and benevolent in his nature! 
He has made a complete conqueft of me, 
and the noble trait I have to relate will, 
I hope, confirm his conquett of jr.*. 
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.^f Our Sophia, 1 find, by th/e affec- 
tk>nate ccrtidolences contained in the letter 
your friend brought me, has informed 
you of the heavy deprivation I am about 
U? fuAain : my poor Chevalier leaves me 
in a few days, but he leaves me with a 
heart, proud aS' it is, fo overflowing with. 
gratitude, that there feems no longer to 
be in it any room for forrow. 
. ** One of our late poets, you know, 
has juftly and beautifully faid, that 

" En tout pays tous Ics bons coeurs font frcrcs/' • 

You will not be furprifed therefore to 
hear, that your amiable Somerfet and our 
bon Chevalier became friends almoft from 
the firft hour they met. The loyaute and - 
the manly fimplicity of their congenial 
minds, attached them to each other with 
a cordiality ^nd zeal that did them equal 
honour, and afforded me the livelieft 
pleafure to behold. Day after day, by 
mutual appointment, they fpent whole 
hours in wandering about the country to- 
gether, talking over' the wretched fitu- 
ation of poor, unhappy France — attrijlant 

• Florian. 

roL. III. F Ccv^^cw* 



98 CLARENTXNE. 

themfclves, one minute by fearful pfe- 
di6lions, and chearingeach other the hext 
by brighter conjeQures, At length, how- 
ever, Mr. Somerfet s time was expired, 
and he called to take leave of us : it was 
this very morning, and my brother and I 
were both talking of him when he appeared. 

" My excellent friends," cried he, as 
he entered, " I am grieved to fay that I 
am now come to bid you farewel: the 
happinefs I have derived from your fo- 
ciety fince I have been here, fcarcely 
leaves me the courage to quit you; and- 
yet," added he, a gleam of unufual fatis- 
faftion brightening his expreffive face, 
*' and yet, I have a faint hope held out 
to me, that the motive for which I go may 
be attended with the moft exquifite felicity 
tome! Ah, Madame d'Arzele,*' conti- 
nued he, taking my hand and half fmiling> 
*' what would I not give to make you the 
companion of my journey — the aififtant 
in my refearches into one of the beft, but 
lead penetrable hearts, that ever inha- 
bited a female bofom!" 

" We both laughed at his acknow- 
ledged perplexity upon a fubjeft we 
could not but allow mull be fo intereft- 
2 '^^?. 
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ing to him, and fincefely wiflied him all 
the fuccefs he could defire. Who this 
impeneirable female was, hbVeyer, we. ven- 
tured not to enquire, nor did he feera 
difpofed to inform us ; far, rifing at the 
end of a fhort vifit, he firft paid his com- 
pliments to me in the mod polite and 
friendly terms, affuring xtit he ftiould take 
the earlieft opportunity of waiting upon 
me whenever he renewed his vifit in my 
net ghbourhood ; and then turning to the 
Chevalier, and putting a fmall packet into 
bis hand, " My friend," faid he, " you 
will find two letters within that cover, 
which I muft beg you to deliver for me 
when you reach your place of deftination : 
they are direfted; but you will have the 
goodnefs, before you go, to feal them." 
So faying, he (hook hands with him. in the 
moft cordial manner; wifhed him health 
and profperity; embraced the children; 
and bowing again to me, fprang in.t6 the 
chaife that was waiting for him at the 
door, and drove away with a velocity that 
foon carried him beyond.our fight. 

" We returned, melancholy and filent, 
into the parlour; and 4.here the Cheya- 
Uer^ glad of any thing to do, o^^xv^.^ "^^ 

1' 2 ^^0«wO.^ 
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packet, and taking up the ' fealingwax; 
prepared to obey his friend's laft requeft. 
Judge, however, what were his fenfationSf 
ivhen, in addition to the above-menti6ned 
letters, which were dire£led to two Bri- 
tilh officers in the Weft Indies, he beheld^ 
gddrefled to the Chevalier de Valcour^ and , 
entlofed in a written enveloppe^ a Bank 
bill for lool. 

** The papers dropped from bis hands 
in aftoniihmeiit unutterable^ and in an- 
(wer to my eager enquiries, all he could 
^o was to poinx to thetn without having 
power to fpeak. 

"I took them up. You may imagine 
what were my exclamations and feelings 
upon feeing the note; but never can you 
piQure to yourfelf the (Irong emotion 
Jivith which I read thefe words — 

I 

" Les dons de tamitie n'offenfent jamais.^ 

«* W. S." 

** Generous, feeling, delicate Somerfetl 
Oh, my Clarentinc, that I dared but give 
utterance to the wifh that now rifes to 

• The' gift* of fricndfljip never ofTend.' 
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iDjr heart! There is but one other fuch 
fliind as bis in the world — and that {he 
who poflTeffes it may become fenfibie of 
his worth, and prove the fweet reward of 
ali his virtues — Yes^ Clarentine, that^ that 
is. the (ervent wifh of 

*' Your own, 
•♦ Eugenie d'Arzele.'* 

Tliere was fomething in the nature of 
this letter fo deeply affefting to a heart, 
which, like Clarentine's was alive tp every 
impreffion that a, tale of generofity, or an 
aftion of beneficence cart awaken, that, 
melted by its perufal into the moft grate- 
ful tears fhe had ever ihed, there was 
nothing upon earth Ihe would not have 
given for permiffion to indulge, that even- 
ing, in uninterrupted privacy the fweet^ 
though half melancholy refleSions that 
filled her mind. The profpefi of going 
out — of diffipating. her thoughts amidft a 
fet of uninterefting people from the fub- 
. jeO; that now fo fully occupied them, was 
horror to her. 

" To wifh, or even to attempt forget- 
ting Somerfet," cried (he, '« I am per- 
Cuaded will henceforth be imppffibleU X 

F 3 tt.WQ\i^\^^ 
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renounce all fuch vifionary idea, and 
from this moment determine to cherifh his 
remembrance at the rifk of every thing— -• 
health, happinefs, and peace. Carelefs 
whether he loves me in return, my love 
Ihall be >vhony his : I wed myfelf to his 
image — it fhall be my darling companion 
through life — the friend to whom, in 
fancy, I will repair for confolation, pour 
out all my forrows, and dedicate every 
thought!*' 

Defperate now therefore, and indif* 
fercnt what might in future be the effeft 
upon her own mind of a refolution fo 
fantaftic and fo wild, fhe concluded that 
in giving way to her imagination, in re- 
moving the fcvere curb fhe had hitherto 
put upon its wanderings, fhe fhould 
lighten her heart of half it had before fuf- 
fered, and rcftore herfelf to eafe and 
freedom. Somerfet, fhe bad not a doubt, 
loved another: to that other lie was now, 
anxiou;^ and uncertain, in all probability 
gone. " Why let him go ! and let him 
(fhe bad almoft added) be fuccefsful! 
My filent admiration can neither injure 
his more fortunate miftrefs, nor diflurb 
hi^i he thinks me cold, regardlefs, and 



CLARENTINE, lOj 

indifferent.. Iniignorance therefore and 
in fafety I may Itill nourifli my attach- 
ment, and chear myfelf at intervals, 
amidft the gloom that will furround me, 
with the Toothing recolle6lion of his ex- 
c;iellence and worth !*' 

In this difpofition of mind, and with a ' 
fpecies of forced cahnnefs, which, painful 
as it was to her to aflume, yet in fome 
meafure bore the appearance of ferenity, 
fhe fet out for Mrs. Manners^ unfuf- 
peded even by her penetrating friend, 
who accuftomed to her being often abfent, 
and ignorant of her having received any 
late letters, thought not of her prefent 
filence with any wonder, nor animad* 
Terted upon it with any thing but her 
ufu^l good-humoured pleafantry. 

In the ball room, one of the firft per» 
.fons who approached Clarentine, after 
ihe had paid her compliments to the ladies 
of the houfe, was Mr. Weftbury. He 
began with fomething he intended fhould 
pafs as an apology for bis impertinence 
on the night of the former aifembly ; and 
then requeuing the favour of her hand for 
the two firft dances, on her bowing her 

F 4 confent, 
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con lent, almoft mechanically, he fauir- 
tpred back to his feat. 

Vcrv Toon after. Mr. Manners, who at 
the moment fhe entered was converiing 
with fome gentlemen in a diftant part of 
th"e room, advanced towards her with th€ 
fame petition. At firft, fo little did fhe 
know what (he did. the was upon the point 
of acc.»?Dtinor him : bat fuddenlv recollect- 
insj herfulF, fhe haitilv faid, *' O no, I 
can t ; Mr. Werrhiii'^' has jull afked me.'* 

" Poor Welibur V ! ' exclaimed Mn 
Manners, laughing — •• Ke has no reafoH 
to be vain of the readi-nefs with which voUr 
tiiii'ir: '~A mm . 

Then lowering his voice, and looking 
at her very archly, " I wonder," added 
he, " what you are thinking oil Hope^ 
Faith, or Charity ?"^ 

Cl^rentine, certain he alluded again to 
the anchor, coloured; but afFefting to« 
laugh, faid— « Of Charity certainly ; or 
elfe I- could never endure yau fo pa- 
tiently." 

" O pray then," cried he, « always re- 
tain this precious virtue when in my com* 
pany, and I promife always to furnifh-' 

you. 
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you with occafions to exercife it. All 
malice apaTt^ however, will you do me 
' the honour to go down the two Jecond 
dances with me ?" 

- Again Clarentine bowed; and Mr, 
Manners entreating her hot \.<y forget\ivai^ 
went up to {]p^k to a frefli party that was 
joft entering; 

• He had not left her many minutes^ 
when a new candidate approached her in 
the perfon of the fententious Mr. Lea^ 
who bowings to her with infinite cere* 
-monyy^ begged leave to propofe himfelf 
to hep as a partner during the commence^ 
ment of their feftive revels ! 

Clarentine, unufed to fuch a mode of 
•pleading, and furprifed at' the idea of a 
nan's dancing, at all whofeemed verging 
towards fixty, drew back her hand with a- 
look of grave aftonifhment, and not cer« 
'tain Ihe had perfefUy under flood him, 
faid, ^« Sir?** 

** Madam/' rcfumcd he, *« ami autho-* 
rifed to inveftigate into the number of 
youraftual engagements f Can you vouch- 
safe mc the^' — 
" «* Sir," interrupted* Clarentine, ejj^, 

4remely. fickeped of himj '♦ I am already 

F5 tTv^^^^^ 
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engaged, I thank you, for the four (irft 
dances^ and after they are over I fliall 
go home immediately." 

" I hope not/* cried Mr. Lea, " I hope 
a lady whofc phyfiognomy indicates fuch 
dulcet benignity, cannot meditate fo direfl 
a deviation from humanity i" 

Clarcntine, not in fpirits to be amufed 
by this conceit, repeated her firft decia* 
ration with encreafed coldnefs, and Mr. 
Lea, at length, walked away. 

The dancing now in a veryihort time 
began, and Clarentine, who in the languid 
Mr. Weftbury felt by no means fodrry to 
have a partner who would fuffer to ii\* 
dulge her deiire of being lilent without 
interruption, was called to join in the fet 
that was forming. Not long, however, 
had fhe rcafon to congratulate herfelf 
upon her good fortune; for fcarcely had 
ihe been ftandsng up five minutes, when 
Mr. Manners led a young lady whom he 
had engaged fincc her rcFufal, next couple 
to where fhe was placed, and fcemed de« 
termined to draw her into converfation, 

*' Pray, Mifs Dclmington," faid he^ 
half laughing, " how could you have the 
cruelty to lidcn to the eloquent Mr. Lea 



With fucTi repulfivc gravity? I watched 
you the whole time he was fpeaking to 
you, and really never faw any thing fo 
petrifying as your countenance. What 
did he fay to you, may I zfk ?** 

** He talked ta me, I believe," an- 
fwercd Clarentine negligently, ** of the 
dulcet hettignity of my fhyjiopiomy /'* 

Mr. Manners laughed heartily at this- 
reply, and was proceeding ta queftion her 
farther, when a fervant approaching him> 
faid famething in a low voice, and the 
next moment, apologizing to bis partner 
for quitting her in an inftant, he haftened 
out of the room* 

Clarentine, relieved by^.thFS unexpefted 
fummons, and in no humour to begin 
any converfation with her unknown neigh- 
bours, was now permitted to go up the 
dance very quietly; and ahhough (he yet 
fcarcely knew one ftep of the figure, wa^ 
within two couptes^ of the top, whcn^ 
cafting her eyes accidentally towards the 
door, fbe faw Mr. Manners re- enter the 
room, immediately followed by Captain 
Somerfet \ 

An involtrntary, but fcarce audible 
exclamation of «<^ Good GcAV* ^fcic^^^ 

"F 6 V^^ 
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her; and chan^ng colour, it was \vit& 
difiicirlty (he knew how to keep her place^ 
or ftammer outa faint excufe for the fud^ 
den ftart and ejaculation which had given 
rife, in her nearell neighbours, to fo 
much aIloni{hment« 

Mean while Someriet^ flill following 
his friend> was introduced by him to his 
mother and filler, the latter of whom,, 
after a fhprt converfation,. heled towards 
the dancers,, and ftopd up with hinifelf;. 
whilft Mr. Manners, apparency. mux:h fa<» 
iisfied with this arrangement, returned to 
his former ftation, and, but that he was.^ 
prevented by her being; now obliged to 
begin the dance, feemed very much in-» 
clined to return likewife to his. formev 
amulement— c^ueftioning . and dblerving 
Clarentine. . 

- Never waa a dance worfe gone down^ 
or a figure more miferably blundered. 
Mr. Wefthury, as abfent from airs and 
tonz^ Clarentine was from real agitation, 
affeBed as little to know what he was 
about as herfelf : and fometimes ftanding 
quite ftill,' at others roughly, yetvcarelefbly 
twilling every body round who came in 
his "way^ he made fuch a horrible confufe^ 



tuifinefs of it, that Clarentine, afhamed 
of the obfervatian they both excited 
before they reached the bottom, en- 
treated him. to let her fit down, and with- 
out waiting for an anfwec ran to the firH 
vacant feat flie faw^ 

, Ferfuaded now that Somerfet either 
knew not that Ihe was in the room, or 
forebor^ fpeaking to. her through pique^ 
fhe thought herfelf fecure, in the remote 
corner to which flie had retired, of not 
being noticed, and followed him with.heY' 
eye* through the whole dance.. Naturatty 
well bred, and always extremely attentive 
to women, he conv^rfed, flie faw, ocr 
cafionally with his^ lively partner ;. but 
with fo little of his ufual animation, an4 
an air fo abfent, and. even, for him^ 
jnegligent, that it was evident his. thought^ 
.were widely wandering, from the fubje6if 
)ie difcufled, and fcarcely permitted him 
to fpeak upontheny.with common prefence 
of mind. 

- When the dance was: concluded, and 
the ladies were all haftily flying to their 
leats, Somerfet in pafling Clarentine's to 

condu£l Mifs Manners to one^ near it, at 

*• . • 

length, faw and knew her*^ He flopped ; 
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a deep glow inftantly overfpread his face, 
his eyes fparklcd with delight, and un- 
confcioufly quitting his fair companion, 
he advanced eagerly towards her, faying^ 
«* Mifs Delmington ! and I not know flie 
was here ! not perceive her before !" 

"That,*' replied Clarentine, forcing a 
fmile, and attempting to fpeak with com- 
pofure — ** is by no means wonderful, as I 
have been fitting ftill during the greateft 
part of the dance." 

Juft then they were joined by Mr» 
Manners^ who feemed purpofely to have 
foreborn mentioning Clarentine to his 
friend for the malicious pleafure of 
witneffing the firft efiFefts of his furprifc 
on beholding her. — 

** Mr. Somerfet," faid he, very gravely, 
•« will you have the goodnefs to conclude 
one part of your bufmefs before you take 
any other in hand ? My fiftfer is waiting 
for you to find her a feat.*' 

Somerfet looked a little difconcerted, 
but aflPeainglo laugh, was adually going 
^Z'7^^1'' ^'' omiffion, when he perceived 
Mife Nfanners very compofedty leaning 
back m a chair talking to fome gentlem;^ 
at the upper end of the roem. 
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^* Your fitter," cried he, turning 
round again, ** is already placed," then 
once more addrelfing Clarentine, " have 
you no wi(h," faid he, " to hear how I 
left your friends at Delmington, and 
Mont Reposr 

The mere name of the laft-mentioned 
place made her colour by bringing tq her 
mind the letter (he had fo lately received : 
however, fhe immediately faid, ** I hope 
they were aU well ?" 

♦♦'Yes perfeSly > indeed I think I never 
faw any of the party look better.'* 

** Does l*ord Welwyn ftill intend 
' coming to town next fpring?" 

" He feems determined upon it; there 
is one individual in that part of the world, 
however, who I fancy you will fee yeft 
iboner." 
' f* Sir Edgar do you mean ?** 

•* No; his gay fitter." 

" And what ihould bring her to town 
alone ?" 

*' She will mt come alone.** 

** Good heaven, then, exclaimed 
Clarenttne, ** is Ibe married ?** 

** O now," cried Somerfet, laughing, 
*• you are a little too prccigitatc^ No^ 
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flic is^not yet married, nor, I belieVei 
aware of the danger (he is in of foon being 
fo; but appearances are ftrongly againft 
ker : (he is really fometimcsalmoft grave/' 

" If tl;jat/' faid Mr. Manners, who had 
hitherto liftened in filence to this little 
dialogue, ^^ is a fymptom of impending 
matrimony, how foon we may exped to 
fee Mifs* Delmington under fome other 
name!" 

" Is fie then,'* aflced Somerfet, anxioufly 
fixing her blufhing face, ** fo very grave ?" 

^< Grave! (he is even taciturn, and 
fo fubjeft Xjo fits of abjence^ Ihe forgets 
almoft every thing." 

" I conclude," faid the confcious 
Clarentine, addrefling Somerfet, ** yoia 
•know enough of Mr« Manneris not to 
give implicit credit to all his ironicij 
e^^prcflions?" 

" O, if I thought Somerfet doubted 
me,'* cried he, ** I would give him a few 
injlanc'js dirctily !'* 

" No, pray don't trouble yourfelf,.but 
let me hear what further Mn Somerfet 
has to fay concerning Delmington." 

'* O, his (lillrefs on account of your 
reported gravity has put all that out of 
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his head f you'll get nothing more from 
him, Mifs Delmington^ unlefs, when he 
has recovered his conftern^tion a littlei 
you chufe to take him for your partner, 
during the two next dances, inftead of 



-me/* 






** Setting afide all perfonal vanity," 
cried Somerfet, " upon my word, Mi& 
Delmington, I think you will profit by the 
exchange, fince at leaft, in me, you will 
ie fecure of not finding a tormentor J* 

** I accept the offer then," faid Claren*- 
tine, (and (he never fpoke more truly !/' 
with gratitude.'* 

Somerfet bowed his thanks, and looked 
them yet more expreflVvely; whilft Mr» 
Manners, leaning down, faid io her in a 
low voice — " This, I think, is the firji 
time I have ever been fo fortunate as to 
do any thing you fincerely approved ?" 

** I hope, at leaft," faid Clarentine,, en>* 
deavouring to rally, "it will not be the 
ii^." — and then, feeing young Weftbury 
advancing towards her, fhe arofe, and 
once more accompanied him to the dan<> 
cers. 

Somerfet's looks, his voice, his manner 
€tf addrefling. her, operated upon Clarea-* 
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rentine with the force of enchantment^ 
and difpelled infenfibly, but entirely, the 
thoughtful nefs and dejeBion that had 
rendered her fo indifferent to every thing 
during the early part of the evening. 
Reftored to ajl her natural chearfulnefs 
and vivacity, no cloud (at now upon her 
brow, no fadnefs opprefTed her heart; but 
re-animatcd by the mere pleafure» after fo 
long an abfence^ of again beholding hinsy 
a fmile of innocent gladnefs played upoa 
her lips, and an expreflion of delight 
beamed in her eyes. 

Heedlefs, therefore, how her infipid 
partner acquitted himfelf^ fhe went down 
the dance with a lightnefs and afUvity 
that appeared no lefs to fhock and con* 
found him, than it amufed the obfervant 
Mr. Manners, who following her, when, 
breathlefs but not difpirited, fhe went 
back to her feat, faid, with a look more 
than ufually provoking — «* I really begin 
to think, Mifs Delmington, I fhall not 
have fortitude fufficient to renounce my 
prior claim. You went down this laft 
dance fo admirably, feeming * to rife from 
^be ground like a feather* d Mercury\ that I 
^ould have dalhed my head againft the 



CLARENTIN£. II5 

wall for very madnefs^ at the idea of hav- 
ing been blockheadly enough to give you 
up! — Come,** added he, ** be generous* 
and accept me again : 1 dare fay Somer- 
fetwill be perfeftly content to go on with 
tny fitter." 

" Mr. Somerfet," faid Clarentine, a 
little drily, " may^ go on with whom he 
pleafes, but at all events, I look upon 
the engagement. Sir, between you and me 
as diffolved, and muft beg you will ex- 
cufe my renewing it." 

" Good God, then why did you dance 
this laft time fo provokingly well, and the 
firft fo languidly ill ? I really thought 
you had been indifpofed, and did not wifli 
to ftand up.*' 

" And with that idea you imagined it 
was doing your friend a great favour to 
confign me over to him !" 

" O, I could not tell what change bis 

powers of entertainment might produce, 

and hoped he would enliven and revive 

you ; mine I diftrufted." 

" And indeed you did well, for I think 

if I was to liften to you much longer you 

would ifiake me completely low-fpirited !'* 
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Dancing among -the livelieft and the 
moft airy young people in the room, Cla- 
rentine, to her utter confternation, now 
1>eheld the profound and fcientific Mn 
Lea, affediAg all the alextnefs and viva- 
city (^ a youthy with all the fober fyrap- 
toms in bis countenance of a man border- 
ing upon his grand climaQeric. Not 
having been able to procure a partner to 
Us tafte (he w^sa great admirer of youth 
and bea^ity) for the country dances, he 
had, at laft, thruft himfelf into one of the 
reels, and much to his own fatisfaflion, 
and yet more to the amufement of every 
tittering mifs in the room, was difplaying 
all hi« attitudes and graces to infinite ad- 
vantage. 

The moment the dance was over, a 
young lady, who as well as Clarentine, 
had been engaged in ii, flew after her as 
flie was returning to her feat, and eagerly 
called out — ** Lord, Mifs Delmington, 
can you poflibly tell who that droll littla 
old man is, who has been fmirking and 
ftippirvg away with us fo oddly ?" 

** No," anfwered Clarentine, fif^ilkig, 
^ I know nothing more of him than his 

name ; 
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mington and its neighbourhoodL He c<Jh-* 
finned what he had already hinted of the- 
ihutual partiality of Eltham and Sophia ; 
and faid, that from the very great fatis-' 
fafiion with which Lord Wclwyn feemed 
to Oibferve it^ he had not a doubt of his^ 
giving the readieft concurrence to the 
match, " Lady Delmington) hojyirever," 
ftdded he, ^^ like an anxious and tender 
mother, is evidently in fome little alarm 
(Mr. Eltham not having yet declared him- 
ielfj for her daughter's tranquillity and hap- 
pinefs. She knows npt how to rcfufe him 
admittance, and yet his daily vifits, I faw, 
gave her uneafinefs : (he thinks him infi* 
nuating and agreeable, and (hould he now 
fly off, I fear, judges very rightly that 
poor Sophia's gaiety would fly oflF with 
him." 

" Ah, how cruel it would be in any 
man,'* cried Clarentine, earneftly, " to 
deftroy a, gaiety fo innocent and playful! 
—I could never forgive Mr. Eltham if 
he was the caufe of doing this by my ex- 
cellent Sophia !" 

** I fincerely believe," cried Somerfet, 
«* he has no fuch defign, and his uncle. 
appears convinced of it." 
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Claitntine wai rety anxioui to know^ 
how, on ihctr firft meeting, Eltbam had 
behav^ed to Somerfet ; btu before (he had 
gained courage to attempt any indireft 
enquiry^ be changed the fubjeft, and 
afked her when flie thought of leaving 
Bath— 

** Wc go to morrow," anfwcrcd flie. 

** To-morrow ?" repeated Somerfet. 
<< Do you indeed? And how, Mifs Del- 
minj^on, after all the gaiety in which you 
have here been engaged, will you be able 
to endure the. privacy and retirement of 
Mr. Lenham^s houie ?" 

** Shall I gain credit," replied flic, 
fmiling, ^' if I tell you that all this didi- 
pation has wclarred mc, and that I fliall 
rejoice on being rcftored to my former 
way of life ?" 

" Yes," cried he, warmly, *^ credit of 
ev«ry dcfcriptiort !'' 

They were now interrupted by being 
obliged to join in the dance, during the 
reft of which they had Very little oppor- 
Uinityfor continuing tl)e converfation. 

Wbch Clarentinc moved ^towards lier 
feat, Mu Manners, fiio found, had kept 
kis word) and guarded it for her mod 
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ftri6i1y. On feeing her advance^ he in- 
(lantly yielded it; but chufing to ftation 
himfeif by her fide, nothing further was 
faid but upon general fubjeCU, and at the 
end of her fecond dance with Somerfet^ 
Mrs. Denbigh called her to go home* 

^^ At what hour in the morning," laid 
Somerfet, as be led her out, ^* do you fet' 
off?" 

" At nine o'clock, I believe/' 

'' And will you allow me to . breakfaft 
with you before you go ?" 

" Certainly !" 

<* Good night then^ dcareft Mifs DeL 
mington/' cried he, gently prcffing her 
hand. 

'* Good night,** repeated Clarentine; 
and jumping into the coach, it immedi- 
ately drove off. 

Seldom, even in the earlieflt and hap- 
pied period of her life had the heart of 
Clarentine felt more eafy, more com« 
pletely fatisfied, than it did on her return 
from this ball. In the abfence of Mrs. 
Hertford, to have feen, to have converfed 
and fpent the whole evening with Soroer- 
fct^ was to her a gratification fo unex- 
pe£ted, fo new^ and fo fuperior to all 

others^ 
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Others^ that flie felt as if it had repaid her 
for every inquietude flie had lately en- 
dured. What could have brought him fo 
fuddenly to Bath Ihe neither found it pof- 
fible to divine, nor thought it much worth 
her while to conjefture; it was fuflRcienf 
for her that he was there — that fhe (hould 
again behold him the following day — 
and that he ftill, notwithftanding the cold- 
nefs of his letter^ feemed to think of her. 
with regard. There were intervals, when 
recoUefting the motive whith he had told 
Madame d*Arzele carried him from Del- 
mington, fhe faintly. whifpered to her own 
heart, thajt it might perhaps be to inveflti- 
gate her fcntiments he was come : afraid, 
however, of long indulging fuch an idea, 
Ihe endeavofured to drive from her mind 
all anticipation of the future, and^o reft 
her thoughts, contented and thankful, 
iipon the ferenity of the prefcnt, 
.. Mj^s* Denbigh, before they feparated 
for the night, obferving' the unwonted vi- 
y.acity;that;danced in. her eyes, and the 
5:hearfulpefs, as WjcU o£ her converfation> 
as the very tone of her, voice, congraju- 
lated 'hpr -archly . upph the change, and 
very earncftly rcquefted to know what 

G a cc^\i>A 



\ 



124 CLAREKTIMF. 

could fojjiily hate occaftotied it? Oa*' 

rfentinc blufhcd and latighodj hat tcW* 

tilted not to rally in rettifh; And focMt 
after went up to her own rootn. 
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Before Claremlne had quite eoftM 
pleted her packing the nttt momifig-f 
word was brought her that Captain So- 
merfet Was below. The glad tidings n^ 
fooner reached het, than difpatching wttat 
elfe rethaincd to be done with all the 
quicknisfs her half-tr^rtibling hands Would 
allow, flie ran dowrt ilairs to receive 
him. 

A bright glow anhnated her wh6l* 
countenance as (he entered, and in a 
ehearful voice fhe called out— ••' Ybil 
would teach us to kfeep early hourt* Mr. 
Someffetj were yrtu often to breakfaft 
with us." 

«« I (hould be happy,'' (aid he, takirtg 
her hand and gazing delightedly at her, 

^ •MO 



. ^ 10 teach you any -thing that lias the 
power of making you look To well." 

Clarentine was top confcious of the 
emotion which had occafioned thfsfe good 
looks, to receive this coovplimeiu entire- 
ly without embarraflment ; changing the 
fubjefl therefore diredly, (he ^withdrew 
her hand, and as fiie feaied herfelf, faid — 
'^ I am afraid, as Mrs. Denbigh is not 
yet ready, it will be rather late before 
w^ I^Vie 4q^^ breal^faiL^nd cap fc^ out/' 

'^ I hope, however^ if it ^louldj'' ^ried 
he, ^^ you will thinly your efcort ftrong 
£Opiigh %o baniQi all ^I^ni.'' 

Clarentine jjooked furprifedj and So- 
TIMcrXejt watching her .pountenance whii^ 
tJmc fpokie, addedr — ^< You will not, I flat- 
ter myfelf^ Mifs Delmingtpn, opppi^ my 
• jateBtion of lattending yiou in a fepara^ 
chaife to London?" 

<> Scarcely ahle to.Qooceal the pleafure 
th^s inpmatioa gave her, Clarentine c^ft 
^wn Jner eyesj ^a^d m a low vpjjc.e an- 
swered — ** No, certainly — ^if you — if it 
Vi^fi your defign to leaye B»th fo foon.*' 

'* I bad but one reaifon for yifiting Bath 
U stU/' (CPied ik^^ ^^ s^ U&aflt cannot hfi 
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anfwcrcd by my now making any longer 
Hay at it.*' 

Uncertain how (he ought to nnderftand 
thcfc words, and dcfirous, at leaft, that 
he (hould not fuppofe flic applied them to 
herfelf, Clarentinc now faid — 

** Is Mr. Manners alfo going to town?' 

** I believe not." 

*^ If fo, you have furely made him a 
irery fhort vifit ?" 

** I do not think he appropriates any 
part of it to hirafelf." 

Glarentine now rofe up, and moving 
towards the breakfaft table, faid witb "a 
half fmile— <« You are quite enigmatical 
this morning, Mr. Somerfet, I am not 
at all equal to comprehending you." And 
then begging him to ring the bell, (he bu- 
fied herfelf in preparing the things for 
making tea. 

Somerfet, without attending to her re- 
qiieft, or fceming to hear it, was ap- 
proaching her and beginning to fpeak 
»gain, when the door opened, and Mrs. 
Denbigh appeared. He bit his lips, and 
itnmediately retreating, bowed to her from 
the place where he had before ftood, but 
fecmcd unable to utter a word. 
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Mrs. Denbigh finding them both thus 
mute (for Clarentine, from the inftant 
he had advanced, had felt a degree of agi* 
tation that now rendered her as incapable 
of fpeaking as himfelf), at length faid 
with a laugh«->^^ How long has this reci- 
procal filence lafted — and how much 
longer is it to laft ?" 

Somerfet fecovering firft, with a forced 
fmile, anfwered — '^ Attribute it to me^ 
Madam; Mifs Delmington accufed me 
when I did fpeak of doing it fo unintelli- 
gibly, that I not only became fearful of 
attempting it again, but communicated to^ 
her a ihare of my own taciturnity." 

** Myfterioufnefs^ feems to be a reigning 
fafliion," faid Mrs. Denbigh, ^' among 
the young men of the prefent day; your 
friend Mr. Manners is fo incomprehenfi. 
ble fometimes, that he fat here talking to 
us a quarter of ^a'n hour the other morn* 
ing without its being poffible for eithej 
Clarentine or me to underftand one word 
he faid.'' 

Then turning to her — " Have you 
made the tea, my dear ? We fliall be very 
late, I fear." 

G.4 . Cla- 
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. Clarefttine^ relieved by this chaiigfc of 
convei:fation, rq>eated bcr requeft m So- 
ro^fet that be would ring the bell^ and 
foot! after, the fervant bringing up the 
water, they went to breakfaft. - 

At the appointed time the chaife Mrs. 
Denbigh had ordered wa& at the door, 
and the next minute a iecond, attended 
by oae of Somerfet's fervantt on horfe- 
back^ drove up likewife, 

" Why» pray^" f*id Mri, Deabigbt as 
file was padfing the wind&w> ^^ what afe 
we to do with twa chaties^f and wiioft ler^ 
vanii& that?" 

Somerfet thevi infomied her cf bis tie- 
fign of accofinpanying them* 

*' Oh, you go with «is Sir, do yon? 
Then let me beg your poflbiHon may take 
the lead, that in cafe we are flopped^ the 
robbers may get the richeft booty firft, 
and afberwards come tk> us in good lis- 
mour.'* 

« Ah, Madam,*' tried Som^rfei, « they 
would think no prize fo precious at tbat 
your chaife will contain/* 

^« Umphf — Wa!S that compliment ad- 
dreifed to the beauties oimypBrfin^ or the 
charms of Clanntim' s mind V 

« We 
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^< We will divide it between us/' cried 
Clarentine, " and each take our fliare a^ 
well of -what b.elon^ to the perfon as the 
mind." 

During -this time the fervants had been 
bufied in cording the trunks behind the 
chaifc) and arranging every thing prepa- 
ratory to their £etting cut. . When this 
was done, Mrs. Denbigh's man came to 
announce its being readyi and Somerfet, 
aififting her and Clarontine to entor it, 
badeihem farewel till they met at dinoei:) 
and haftening to his own iblitary vehicle^ 
got into lit and drove after ihem. 

** WcU, my young friend," &id Mrs. 
Denbigh, after they had rode op fon)e 
time in'filenoe, -** d^es your Jieartieql^i^s 
light juft how, ;as your countenanc^e looks 
complacent? It is a very agreeable thing, 
don*t you allow, to travel at ane*3 esiie 
under (afe arid plcaifant coavoy, And to 
have it in one- s power, in xrafe of .tco- 
dent, to make fignals to Hint guard- Jhipf afld 
call it up in a moment ?" 

*' Yes," anfwered Glarentine, laug})ia^, 
•' very agreeable." 

** Spoken out like an honeft, good 
girl r* cried Mrs. Denbigh. But pray 

G 5 \\o\i^ 
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now, tell me what brought our proteftor 
to Bath fo opportunely ?" 

" Indeed, Madam, I know no more 
than yourfelf.** 

** You did not expeft to fee him when 
you went to the ball laft night ?*' 

"No, certainly." 

** Has he yet fpoken to you of Mrs* 
Hertford at all ?'• 

" Not orte word.*' 

*' Should you have any obje£iion to 
my afking him, as cautiouily as I can^ a 
few queftions concerning her?*' 

Clarentine hefitatied a moment, but at 
length faid — <* If you will have the good, 
Xkek to make your enquiries when I aai 
■not prefent, none in the world.*' 

** Very well then, I fcall fet about it 
as foon as we arrive at the inn, if I can 
find an opportunity." 

'Clarentine now infinitely better fitted 
to relate fuch aii anecdote with compo* 
fure than (he had been the preceding day^ 
communicated to Mrs. Denbigh the truly 
generous afUon (he had heard of Somerfet 
from Madam d*Arzele. The ftory made 
that lady*s eyes gliften with tears, and be- 

came^ 
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came the fubjeft of their converfation 
during the greateft part of the morning. 

Amongll other things — " I have long 
known, " faid Mrs. Denbigh, " this 
youthful guardian of yours, and long be- 
lieved that, ^ take him for all in all,' there 
does not-exift a man upon earth with a 
more noble fpirit, or a kinder heart ; thefe 
virtues, however, and the conciliating 
gentlenefs of his manners, make him but 
the more dangerous where he is beloved* 
without a certainty of return ; and I could 
almoft regret, immediately after your 
.having heard .of him fuch an account, 
that he had not taken it into his head to 

m 

go any where rather than where you could 
meet him," . 

" Oh, deareft Madam/* cried Clareir- 
tine, ** harbour not. fuch a regret I His 
prefence has compofed, has foothed and 
been more beneficial to me than I have 
power to. defcribe. I have now brought 
myfelf to fuch a ftafe .of mind, that I have 
no longer any expe£lations, and I be^ 
lieve vlhall be affe£led by no dif^ppoint- 
ment; to fee him as a friend is all I with, 
and~" 

G 6 '* Pooh, 
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« Pooh, pooh! yott are talking ro- 
mance and platonifm to me again 1 fite 
firm and refolute, Clarchtine, and either 
determine to avoid feeing htm in future at 
all, or endeavour to afTure yourfelf you 
can fee him upon fome Icfe deiufive fyf* 
tern/* 

«* Endeavour to aflure nlyfelf !" i*- 
pcated Clarentine, a little difmiay^— 
^^ Good Heaven, Madsun, ho^ wo^dy^tt 
have me efJcft this?" 

^< You fent ofiF Mr. Elthain fordangUng 
idly after you, and not dedarfng himfelf : 
fend Mr. Somerfet oflP for the fame rca* 
fon.** 

*^ Dear Madam, can the attenticm 4ie 

pays me be called dangling? Docs it at aH 

refemble Mr. Eltham's? And is lie hot 

much more authorifed to pay it in *is 

double connexion of giiaT<lian and rela- 
tion ?*• 

** If that attention was not deftniOive 
to your peace, 1 ftouki fay he was : buc^ 
Clarentine, do you believe you catn ever 
perfuade mc it will be poffibie for yon to 
return to common fenfe whilft yon. are 
hourly receiving it without knowing the 
defign with >„bich it is paid? A young 

x'Qcnan 
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woman (hcmld either be very certain ef 
the mutual affiedion of a man fhe loves^ 
or feduloufly renouiice his fociety, fince 
Mtnctj as your friend Sophia fays, is 
the only cure for ill-placed partiality." 

" I did hot find," faid Glarentine, fup- 
preffing a figh; " that my cure had made 
any great progrefs daring the two months 
we fteid at Bath.*" 

" Two months! ^x months^ my dear 
child, would fcarcely be enough to eradi- 
cate jp^i^r complaint ! Yoa have indulged 
it, as if you apprehended the recovery 
would- be worfe than the difeafe. How* 
tytTy I will fay no more upon the fubje6l 
juft ^ow; ybu have got into a fort of 
fcN^^paradife (pardon the expreffion)from 
which -it is almoft pity to recari jxm ; and 
fo here, for the prefent, ends my lefture.'* 

She then began talking of indifferent 
things. 

During the remainder of that day's 
joutney nothing material occurred : Mrs. 
Denbigh had no opportunity of making 
the enquiries fhe meditated, nor had So- 
merfet any of fpeaking to Clarcntine 
apart. They all appeared chearful and 
happy when Aey met ; fpent the cvenirfg 
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in perfefl harmony, and feparated at 
night in unabated good fpirits. 

The next morning, about a quarter of 
an hour before they left the inn at which 
they flept, Mrs. Denbigh calling after 
Somerfet, as he was leaving the room to 
give fome orders to his fervant, begged 
him to {hew her a letter he had promifed 
to let her read from Mr. Lcnham, con- 
taining fome public news they had been 
talking over during breakfaft. Somerfet, 
haftily feeling in his pocket as he ftoo4 
with the door half open in his hand, de- 
livered the letter to Clarentine, who juft 
then happened to pafs hiips and faying, 
•* Will you have the goodnefs to give it 
to Mrs. Denbigh ?" ran away, expelling 
the chaifes would be announced every 
minute. 

Mrs, Denbigh opened it as foon as he 
was gone, whilft Clarentine, not knowing 
how to fill up fo comforilefs an interval, 
traverfed the room with liiUefs fteps, 
flopping from tiaie to time to obferve 
what >.as paffing in the inn vard, and then 
renewing her walk. 

In lefs than ten minutes Somerfet re- 
turned, and Mrs. Denbigh gravely fold- 

ing 
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ing up the letter, prefented it to bim with 
great formality^ and faid, ^^ Thank yout 
Sir, for the perufal of ibis: will you now 
be fo obliging as to favour me with a 
fight of what Mr. Lenham writes ?*' 

Somerfet flared at firft without com- 
prehending her, but the v next moment, 
cafting his eyes upon the dire£lion, eagerly 
feized it, and, colouring very high, faid 
in great confufion, ^^ I beg your pardon — 
it was a miftake — this," taking another 
letter from his pocket, . " is ^hat I in- 
tended, Madam, to Ihew you/' 

= u I would ad vife you in future/' faid 
Mrs. Denbigh, rather drily, ^^ to be more 
careful : thefe miftakes may fometimes be 
a little awkward." 

Clarentine^ during this fhort dialogue, 
had flood at the window looking firfl at 
one, then at the other, with the utmofl 
furprife and perplexity. She would have 
given the world to know with certainty 
whofe the letter was, fufpe£ling by So- 
merfet's embarraffment it could be from 
no other than Mrs. Hertford : not having. 
courage, ^however, to hazard the lead en- 
quiry, even in raillery, Ihe turned away 
on perceiving Somerfet was looking at 
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her, and felt truly rejoiced when a few 
minutes afterwards thev were fummoned 
to depart. 

When the chaife drove on, unable any 
longer to rcprcfs her curiofity— 

♦* Was that letter, Madam," faid flie to 
Mrs. Denbigh, affefling to fpeak with 
inditfercncc, ^^ from a female correfpon* 
dent V 

^^ Xo« from a flighty and impertinent 
male one," 

*^ I did not fufpefi Mr. Somerfet of 
having any of that defcription/* 

** Then you gave him more credit than 
he drlcrvcd." 

** May I alk," refumed Clar^ntine, he- 
litaiinclv, « who ?'' 

** You had better," interrupted Mrs. 
Denbigh, «' not afk any thing about the 
matror, my dear, for it could give you 
no plealiirc to hear an account either of 
Uie fubjert or the ftylc." 

•* Dear Madam, did it contain any 
thing that related to me ?" 

" yee your curiofity is upon the rack, 
-jnd therefore till it is gratified it would 
"|f^»PPofc, to expcft any rell. 

Know 
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Know tlien^ my dear child, that the letter 
is from Mr. Manners." 

^ Mr. Manners/' repeated Clarentine, 
Uaihing-^^' Ah ! then its contents, I fear, 
inay be too well gueffed !'* 

** Certain it is, at leaft," refumed Mrs. 
Denbigh, '< that he appears to have gueOed 
you very thoroughly I He writes from 
fiatb, fome days after his return from 
Northamptonfhire, and begins by re- 
proaching his friend for denying his ait« 
tachment to Mrs. Hertford, and yet per- 
filling fo ungratefully in avoiding you. 
He relates to him, in confirmation of 
what he (eemt to have told him before 
. of ^Dur partiality, ihe little anecdote of 
tbe OMcbor^ upron which, and upon your 
bloflios and confuiion at the moment he 
found it, he lays great ftrefs, not doubt- 
ing, I believe, its being S6merfet*s gift. 
Numberlefs other trifling circumftances 
he brings forward in fupport of his opj^ 
nion; and concludes, after a long and 
very animated panegyric of you, by urging 
liis friend, very ftrenuoufly, to renounce 
alt Gonneftion with that viper, as he is 
{>ieaf€d to call het, Mrs. Hertford, of 
whom be affirms to have heard an exceed- 
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ing equivocal chara8er, and prefles him 
to haften immediately to Bath, to reftore 
bloom to the cheeks, and bappinefs to 
the gentle bofom, of the fair and too- 
tender Clarentine !" . 

Thunderftruck by this mortifying de- 
tail/ (hocked to find ihe had thas cruelly 
expofed herfelf not only to Mr, Manners, 
but, through liim, to Somerfet likewife, 
Clarentine, drowned in tears, and inc2L« 
pable of interrupting a relation, every 
word of which was a dagger to her heart, 
910W alarmed Mrs. Denbigh, fo much by 
the almoft convulfive fobs which efcapcd 
her, that reproaching herfelf for the faci- 
lity with which ihe had yielded to her 
defire of information, fhe attempted — but 
for fome time attempted in vain — to footh 
and compofe her by every argument (he 
could devife. 

When at length, however, the diftreOed 
girl had fomewhat recovered, and was 
able to fpeak, *' Oh! deareft Mrs. Den- 
bigh,'' cried fhe,.hiding her face upon her 
fhoulder, " how am I ever to meet Mr. 
Somerfet again ? Indeed, indeed, I can- 
not bear to think of it ! He will know you 
have reported to me every word of that 

hateful 
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batefui letter, and from my looks will en- 
deavour to difcover the truth of its con*- 
tents. Wbere can I conceal my confci^ 
oufnefs and my fhame ?" 

Mrs. Denbigh^ to calm her a little^ 
then tpld her, that upon pretence pf fa- 
tigue and indifpoiition fhe might) when 
they (lopped to dine, retire to a private 
room, and have fome refrefhment fent 
her, without appearing at their meal at 
all. Clarentine moil eagerly embraced 
this propofal, and thanking Mrs. Den* 
high a thoufand times for her confiderate 
kindnefs in making it, recurred the next 
minute, once again, to the fubjeft of the 
letter. 

** It was ^f/y then," cried fhe, " pity 
for 'my felf-betrayed weaknefs and folly, 
that brought Mr. Somerfet to Bath ! His 
love for Mrs. Hertford ihay not, nay, 
probably is not, at all diminifhed, not- 
with (landing the facrifice his friend's ur- 
gency in my behalf might, perhaps, from 
motives of genero(ity, impell him to make. 
Oh, deareft Madam! if you have any 
compaiiion, any regard for me, endeavour 
to undeceive — or rather, alas ! to miflead 
him with xefpe6i to my real fentimentsl 
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Tell hinOf I conjure you, that Mf. Mafl- 
jiers was in an error ; that to any feelings 
of the nature he fufpe&ed no part of my 
condufl was to be attributed; reftpic 
him^ in fhort, to the fqll liberty he before 
enjoyed, and never let me undergo the 
deep humiliation of being fuppofed f^ 
ftrongly infatuated, that nothing lefs thas 
the extorted and relu3ant vows of th^ 
man I love can fave or reftore me V 

^* My deareft Clareptine*" cried t^xh 
Penbigh, who now faw her fufficiemly 
revived to bear a little raillcryj " yQ^ 
are always either upon ftilts or uppv 
crutches 1 Be a little rational, and givf 
me no cotnmiffions of this fublime« but 
lying kind. In the firft place, without 
Jcnowing the true nature of Somerfet'9 
attachment to you, it would be madnef^ 
fupreme to tell the poor man you abhor 
*— you can't endure him — ^you wifli him 
every evil under Heaven ! Such things 
are never faid by moderate and civi} 
girls ! In the next place, to oblige you, 
were I even to ftretch a point, and falfify 
my confcience fo grofsly, it is a thouland 
to one, whether, after what he has heard^ 
he would take me for any thing but a fuper- 

aunuated 



€lA!ifefi'ri!;r*. 141. 

adfiyated dotet4, telliTi^ fibs p^y men bon 
plaifir^ and meddlihg in what does not 
cene^M me« All I tnc!aA Id do^ th^te- 
fbi'i^^ ifl* to Yk^tii quietly to the Explanation 
Ife wi!l, no doubt, be himfelf folicitous to 
enter upon^ and to report it to you faiths 
ftiUy and exa£^ty« An old woman Who 
dotz ftot wifh x6 be ftyled a matchmaker 
of a 'matcb-^hrtahr^ citn^ in honouf, do no 



more."' 



When the chaife flopped, ahd Sbmfcrfet, 
Haftily alighting from hi$ own, advanced 
to hand the two ladies out, unlike th6 
fniiling readihef» with which (he had ac- 
eispted his fervices the d^y before, Cla-« 
rentine fiirunk back wheh he would have 
affiled her, and without lo6kihg at hi'm, 
jumping off thfe ftep, rah into the houfe, 
atid up ftaifi in a moinent; leaving to 
MrA. Denbigh thfe cafe of apologizing for 
\Ai\ artid fendfng fome onetb fhew her to 
a chamber.'* 

Confounded at her abhi^t flight, So- 
merfet filently fottowed Mi%4 Deribigh 
infCb ^ pMFlout) ^htt^ gtave Itnd dej^6ted, 
%t thr^w Mmfblf into a chair nc^V tho 
do^ri l^talitig hardly tonfctous that any 
dM wkft in tHe roi>m. Mrsi Denbigh ob- 
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ferved him fotile time without iilterrupt* 
ing his reverie : at length-— 

^ Mid Delmington,'* faid ihe, *^ is fa- 
tigued with her journey, and not very 
well to-day: flie has retired to lie 
down." 

^^ Not well ?" repeated Somerfct, with 
a look of anxiety, *^ I am grieved to hear 
it; and yet," added he, hefiuting^ ^^aU 
mod felfifh enough to feel, in bearing it, 
afpecies of relief." 

' *' You imputed her filence, perhaps, to 
a wrong caufef** 

'^ I hope I did : Mrs. Denbigh eould 
never have the cruelty to communicate 
to her the purport of that fatal letter?" 

^^ I communicated it,*' faid Mrs. Den- 
high, ^^ to obviate a fufpicion pf fomc- 
thing worfe : (he might have thoughti 
you know, it was a challenge, or a letter 
from a Jurt — or fomething ycry difgracc* 
ful indeed!" 

Somerfet now ftarting from his feat in 
great agitation^ exclaimed — 

'* Good God ! you have • really ac-. 
quainted her with its contents! Ah I 
then, her coldnefs is but too well ex- 
plained! She mud think me the mod 

, vain 
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vain and credulous of men, and will fly 
my fight as an objed of deteflation !*' 

^^ N09 not quite fo bad as that, ve'U 
hope : — (he certainly does not wifli to fee 
you juft now, but when fhe gets over the 
(irft (hock) her anger will chiefly reft 
where it is moft due*— with Mr, Man- 
ners r 

^^ Manners has voluntarily and doubly 
impofed upon biwjelf^' cried Soraerfet, 
" and endeavoured to impofe upon others^ 
in a way it gives me the utmoft pain to think 
of.— With regard to myfelf, he has perfe- 
cuted me with* exhortations and remon- 
ftrances no Icfs unneceflary, than, upon 
fuch a fubje£l| they were extraordinary: 
the error he fell into with refpeft to Mifs 
Delmington, though I dare not trufl my- 
felf to expatiate upon it, is of a nature that 
has been yet more pernicious to me, and 
may be one of thofe, which, in its con- 
fequences, I fliall have caufe to rue whiift 
Icxift!'' 

'* I do not perfe£tly underfland you. 
Sir,'* laid Mrs. Denbigh, " what. error 
relating to yourfelf, do you allude to? 
Is it poflible that his fufpidons concern- 
ing Mrs. Hertford — " 

She 
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She hefiuted; but Somerfet, eafily 
coinpr<shending her meaning, ettctaimed-^ 

<* Ah, Madam ! have you alfo gtv^ri 
them admittance ? Have ray true feeU 
ings been fo little known to yoii fhal they 
remain yet to be explained ?** Mrt* 
Hertford,'* added hfe, " has bten to me 
no more than a friend from the firft hodt 
I faw her : I thought her worthy, I be- 
lieved her amiablb and fincere ; Ihe i^tufig 
from ide the real ferret of fay heatt, attd 
her di(%mbred pity, her artificial foftnefs, 
foDthed and flattered me. Whatever the 
fciitiMents were fhc fought to perfuade 
me I had excited in her breaft, fhe well 
khew my power of returning was pa {fed-. 
Still, however, her gentlenefs, her ap* 
parent intereft in my happinefs continued : 
Ihe miade herfelf a fort of barrier between 
mfe and mifery; and the fecrtiing gttife- 
rofity with which, at the farte tift* that 
fhe was houriy inGnuating to riie her dv^n 
partiality, (he extolled and applaudied her 
loVely precuribr, deceived me fo egre- 
gibully, that I firmly fuppofed her one of 
the beft, ay fhe appfeared one of the moft 
candid of hurti^tt btlng^.'* 

«' Aftd 
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• ^^ And what late reafon have you Had," 
laid Mrs. D^ibigh, " to change your 
opinion ?" 

*« Reafon^ too incontrovertible/' re- 
plied he, ^^ to be difputed. Subtle and 
defigning as flie is, and guarded a» 
in all her meafures ihe has generally 
been^ (he was not, however, quite ex- 
empted from the vanity and weaknefs' 
vhich often leads politicians to com<* 
mit indifcrctions : fhe made herfelf ar 
confidant; and lefs from opennefs of 
heart than from the defire of obtaining: 
admiration and praife for her ingenuity, 
revealed all her fecret machinations to a 
female friend who has betrayed hen 
' From that friend — a Mrs. Caftleton— • 
who flie has unwarily, but deeply 
offended, I received, the day before I 
left Delmington, a packet of letters, in* 
eluding one from herfelf, which contains 
an abftraft of Mrs. Hertford's life, and a 
number of. others, written to her by that 
very lady, within thefe laft three months* 
yhe firft of thefe fufficiently told me what 
was the nature of the others ; I read there- 
fore only one of them, and turned from 
the reft with difguft and horror • Goc^d 
VOL. iii» H CfO^^V 
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God! what a, train of artifice and de« 
ception.did it reveal to me! I. could not^"; 
but that I faw and knew the hand to be) 
that of the unprincipled projeftor — I 
could not have believed that fuch de- 
termined hypocrify, fuch unfeeHng fel- 
fifhnefs, exifted Upon earth ! To have 
been made the dupe myfelf of her in- 
fincerity, I am vain enough to think,, 
argue* nothing to my difparagement:/ 
forry fhould I be ever to find my- 
felf a match for fuch confummate? 
duplicity. There were paifages, how- 
ever, in the letter, that made my blood 
boil with indignation ! They difcovered 
to me that fhe had not only deceived Mifs 
Delmington in regard to my fentiments^ 
(a circumftance which, unimportant as it 
may be to he: , yet to me is deeply mor- 
tirfying; but that pains had alfo been 
taken to infufe into her mind a belief, 
that I was coxcomb enough to credit the 
pretended infinuations Mrs. Hertford had 
given me of her attachment. In the firft 
place, fuch infinuations never efcaped 
herj and in the next. Mils Delmipgton 
• may be affured, if they ba^^ I am not of 

a difpofition: 
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i;djrpoIition fo lightly to imbibe conceit, 
OjT fo eafily to admit prefumption." 
• Mrs. Denbigh, at the conclufion of this ' 
rpecch, lifting up her hands and eyes with 
Qbnfternation^nd amazement, exclaimed, 
•* Is it poflible, — good Heaven, is it pof- 
Gble, that in fo young a mind fuch^ 
perfidy and deceit fhould be lodged 1 
Your account, Mr, Somerfet, makes me ' 
tremble, and rejoiced as I am at our^ 
general efcape from fo worthlefs a woman, 
I am yet fhocked to be obliged to believe 
a charafter like her's exifts !" 

Then paufing.a moment, fhe prefently 
added in a lower voice, fpeaking to her- 
felf — " My poor Clarentine ! How could 
I be cruel enough to blame your virtuous 
indignation, to difcredit your too juft 
fufpicions!'* % 

Somerfet, who had caught the name of 
Clarentine, and involuntarily liftened to 
what followed, now faid, '^ Dear Mrs. 
Denbigh, what fufpicions do you mean ? 
"\jVhy do you fpeak in a voice of fuch 
C4»ncern ?'* - 

Mrs. Denbigh had no time to anfwer 
him, for juft then the fervaots entered 
with dinner* 
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Little was faid whilft they were at table: 
Somerfefs heart, and Mrs. Denbigh^s 
mind^ were too full to allow them to con- 
verfe upon indifferent fubje6ls, and whilft 
the attendants were in the room, it was 
impoflible to purfue that which had 
before engroffed them. 

When once more, however, they were 
alone — " I will not,*' faid Mrs. Denbigh^ 
•^ fo far betray my truft. Captain Somer- 
fet, as to impart to you the whole of what 
I know; but this, for your prefent fatis* 
faSion, I have no fcruple in telling you^ 
Clarentine*s opinion of Mrs. Hertford has 
long been fuch, that after the firft 
moment, (he never gave credit to the' 
prefumption, if you are pleafed to call it 
fo, which that lady fought to impute to 
you. She efteems you too fincerely to 
believe any thing to your prejudice; and 
I am certain, has no defire fo earneft as 
to retain your good opinion, and prove 
to you her own. I mud infift upon it, 
however, that you do not, at this time, 
either attempt to fpeak with her alone, 
or to converfe with her upon any but 
general topics: her mind is not in a ftate 
to bear immediate Iciuutv^' •, it has for 
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a confiderable period been fo cruelly 
barraflTed, that it may truly be faid to have 
been thoroughly unhinged. The intel- 
ligence I have to give her, however, you 
may reft aflured, will afford her pleafure, 
in proportion to the juft averQon fhe has 
long had for Mrs. Hertford, and the 
cordial regard jQie acknowledges for 
yoii." 

Somerfet, revived and enchanted by 
this friendly fpeech, promifed implicit 
fubrojflion to the two injun£iions it con- 
tained ; and forbearing to extend his en- 
^uiries^ eager and impatient as he was to 
jknow the whole that had been alluded to^ 
fuJfere4 Mrs. Denbigh to leave him and 
^o up XQ ber young friei^dt 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

" Well, my dear Clarentine,** cried 
Mrs. Denbigh, in a tone of chearfulnefs 
as fhe opened the door — " our explana- 
tion is over, and your Somerfet, your 
friend, is honourably acquitted." 

" Dear Madam," cried Clarentinc, her 
cheeks lin^t d with a vivid glow— *^ ex- 
plain yoQrfelf, I entreat!" — - 

" I will; but you mull promife me firft 
to behave rcafonably during the reft of 
-the day ; to meet hiip with good humour, 
and to anfwer him^ when pext he Ipeaka 
to you." 

*' Ah Madam, do you think, if I hear * 
of him as favourable an account as you 
teach me to expeQ, I fhall require fuch 
an exhortation f" 

«' Why I don't know; you may ex- 
peft more, perhaps, than I have power 
to tell, or" — 

Here Clarentine interrupted her, .and 
too impatient for longer delay, befought 
her moft eai:nellly to begin her relation. 

'. V Mrs. 
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Mrs. Denbigh, tho' always compofed 
and tranquil herfelf, could yet make ' 
allowances for an impetuofity fo natural 
at fuch a moment, and too kind to 
lengthen her fufpenfe, entered upon the 
promifed- vindication immediately . 

The predominant fenfatibh with which 
Clarentine liftened to a confirmation fo 
undeniable of thefelfifhnefs and diffimula^ 
tion fhe had long fufpefted, was horror 
mixed with thankfulnefs for the pvo^ 
vidential. deliverance ,of a man fo ill 
formed to cope with fuch artificial double.- 
dealing. Too generous, however, to 
exult over a fallen enemy, to accumulate 
the meafure of her errors by illiberal 
animadverfions, or to add. inveftive to 
Qontempt, fhe heard the whole account^ 
jho' not in Siflonifhed, yet in determined 
filence, and when it concluded, permitted 
not herfelf to utter a fingle comment 
upon any* part of it. 

Much, however, remained for her ftill 
to learn ; Mrs. Denbigh had hitherto •con- 
fined herfelf vwhoUy to. the fubjeft of 
Mrs. Hertford; fhe now fpoke to her of 
-Somerfet hiinfelf — of hi3 avowed affeftioa 
i— his modefl apprehenfions, and the con- 

H 4 , ^\^^\'^^ 
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£derate delicacy with which he had 
abftained from enlarging on the Memoirs 
Mrs. Caftleton had lent him^ and from 
particularizing any peculiar inftance of 
treachery relating to himfelf in the 
deteftable correfpondence that had been 
remitted to him." 

'^ We may well fuppofc, however,'* 
added Ihe, *' what were the defigns that 
correfpondence difclofed^ by the deter- 
mined antipathy againft Mrs. Hertford 
with which it feems to have infpired him. 
•I doubt not but that it difcovered to him, 
in their fulleft extent, the mercenary 
views that feem to have a6luated her; 
nor do I doubt at the fame time, but that 
every page was fraught with triumphant 
iinticipations of certain fuccefs. It is 
plain fhe never loved him : no woman 
truly attached writes of a lover to a 
friend in a ftyle it would ^ prejudicial 
to her he (hould fee : even wher6 ftrata- 
gems are employed to win that lover, if 
they are reforted to merely from motives 
of tendernefs,. a man forgives the effe3 
in the cau/e^ and though he flights the 
miftrefs, is flattered by the fondnefs. Not 
fuch is here the cafe : cold-blooded, 

Vi^^.idefs 
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heardefs policy feems to have been her 
only 'guide; and without one of the 
excufes that might be found for a woman 
of ardent imagination and ftrong pailions^ 
file has run, I begin to think, into ali 
^e intrigue that ufually proceeds from 
jealoufy and appreheniion* I fhall beg<9 
however, to fee the correfpondence^ 
fince, ihrewdly as I have defcanted upon 
its fuppofed tenour, I muft acknowledge 
myfelf to be by no means fufficiently 
4iufaif in all thefe intricacies of decep- 
tion to have yet acquired any diftinft idea 
of her plans or her motives." 

<« Deareft Mrs. Denbigh,*' cried 
Clarentine, ** why fiiould you wifh to 
fully your mind by an infpedion fo un- 
interefting and really fo horrid? As for 
nie, I am perfeftly content to know there 
are fuch beings as Coquettes in the world, 
without wilhing to dive fo deep into their 
hearts. Mrs. Hertford is detefted, is 
betrayed; ah, then, let her faults reft in 
peace!'* 

" My dear child, this is all very well 
for you to fay, and you to think— but let 
me, I entreat, derive what amufement I 
can from a detail fo neW| and I doubt 

H 5 Tw^ 
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not fo ihftniftive. I have no appre^^ 
henfion of being turned into a cdfjuette^ 
and as I never read Machiavel in my 
youth, am determined to ftudy his modern 
archetype in my old age. I dare fay I 
jhall find it an exceeding entertaining pafs« 
lime in a pod chaife ; and I am perfuaded 
Mr. Somerfet will mod readily refign the 
whole budget, for he feems to have as. 
great a horror of it as yourfelf.'* 

Then rifing up — ^^ Here comes the 
chaife/' added Mrs. Denbigh, «* I have 
no time to lofe therefore in applying for 
thefe fame letters. Will you go dowa 
with me, or wait here till 1 fend you 
word we are ready to fet out ?'* 

'' I will wait here, if you pleafe^ 
Madam.*' 

Mrs. Denbigh, upon this, immediately 

left her, and returning to the parlour—^ 

, *' Mr. Somerfet," cried flie, "have youi 

got Mrs. Hertford's fyftem of politic's 

with you ?*" 

Somerfet fmiled, and anfwered he hacU 
And may I afk to fee it ?" 
Mod affuredly," and ringing the belF^ 
he deliv'ered to his.fervant a key, and 
dircfted him where to^ find the whole 
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•:**Well/' faid Mrs. Denbigh, as fhe 
received it — "you may expeft, after fuchr 
a perufal, to find in me fome very ex- 
traordinary improvement. The opacity 
of my intelleSs (as Mr. Lea would fay) 
wanted a little fubtilization, for I never' 
could invent an ingenious plot in my 
life : this, I hope, will enable me to fet 
up for a contriver through life. As for 
Clarentine, poor fimple foul ! Ihe protefts 
againft reading a fingle line of it; fliould ^ 
I5 notwithftanding, meet with any very 
valuable inftruftions, any particular good 
receipt for making a female deceiver, I 
fliall certainly communicate it to her 
direaiv." 

• ** You are really too kind to her!*' 
cried Somerfet, laughing; " I have no 
apprehenfion, however,, of her profiting 
by fuch leflbns. ' 

Mrs. Denbigh now moved tpwards the 
door to depart, and Clarentine, haftening 
down upon thefirft fummons, was detained 
by Somerfet a moment at the door to en- 
quire after her health, and then handed 
into the chaife which immediately drove 
away« 

H6 . Mrs, 
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Mrs. Denbigh, afFe&ing more eag^r* 
Hefs than (he really lelt, opened the 
packet as foon as (he was feated, and 
beganyeading immediately; whilftClaren* 
line had recourfe to a book ihe had the 
day before put into one of Ithe cbaife- 
pockets. 

The firft amongft thefe curipus manu* 
fcripts which Mrs. Denbigh chofe to 
felefl was Mrs. Caflleton's own letter. 
The early part of it, containing the 
bittereft general accufations againft her 
friend^ (he read very quietly i but when 
fce came to particulars — fuch as the ftory 
of young Godfrey's difappoimment, and 
the fubfequent elopement with Eltbam^ 
(he could contain herfelf no longer.— • 
** Merciful powers !" exclaimed Ibe, with 
^ mixture in her countenance of rifibility. 
and difmay, *' Eltham might well defpife 
this unhappy woman { might well caution 
you againft her! why (he jilted another 
man firft, and then ran away with hhn to 
Scotland before he was nineteen!*' 

Clarentine, lefs furprifed than fhocked^ 
faid, " I-t had been well for Mrs. Hert- 
ford, if, in this treacherous and abominable 
friend^ (he had met with a mind as honour- 



aMe as 'Mr. £itham*s : I am perTuaded hi 
would never have revealed this anecdote.'^ 

Mrs. Denbigh went on reading, and 
Clarentine again opened her book. 

The journal of Mrs. Hertford's foreign 
adventures, as well in Switzerland as va 
Italy, fhe had not patience to get through, 
nor did it appear that Somerfet himfelf 
had ; for one of the laft flieets having 
accidentally -been touched by the hot 
fealing-wax, had adhered together, and 
remained unopened 

Turning next to Mrs. Hertford's cor- 
refpondence, one of the firft paragraphs 
flie met with was the following: 

** Eltham, as I had reafon to believe he 
Would, is finally difmifled I was forry,^ 
as no other riyal to the guardian appeared^ 
to part with him; but he was a conftant 
bafilifk to my fight: I loathe and juftly 
dread him more than any man upon earth* 
My feelings with regard to Somerfet are 
thofe of indifference; with regard to him 
they amount to abhorrence." 

** So then," cried Mrs. Denbigh, inter- 
rupting herfelf, " poor Eltham was facri- 
ficed to this deteftable woman ! She feem« 
to have held you by a wire^ and to have 
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guided ybu all, at her own pleafure, like 
fo many puppets !" 

Then refuming her lefture, (he thus 
went on — 

' *' Whether Clarentine 15 vain or not, I 
^m unequal to deciding ; but that fiie isL 
proud a thoufand inltances have tended to 
prove. Upon that pride I have worked; 
and by teaching her to think Somerfet 
prefers me, yet at xsiy ^Jolicitation (that was 
not the exa£i word I ufed, though) would 
renounce his own attachment to reftore 
bappinefs to her, I have railed inch a 
ftorm of indignation in her mind, that, 
after a very critical converfation, fhe 
ended by telling me, Somerfet was be- 
come to her an obje^ oj bprrcr! I truly 
believe it 5 and truly believe alfo, they 
are now divided for life ! If he addrefles 
her hereafter with unufual foftnefs, fhe 
will attribute it to compcijji n-, Ihould he 
fBiccidentally? negleft her, (he will impute 
it to contempt', when gay, fhe will believe 
he is triumphnj J; /when ferious, fhe will 
conclude he is j-erplexed. in no one (itu- 
ation of mind can fhe now ever behold 
bim with eafe or confidence.^' 

Here 
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^ Here Mrs. Denbigh, angrily replacing 
the letter in its cover, exclaimed, " I can 
jgo no further ! This is lefs a woman than 
z fiend! No doubt, what I have now been 
reading is the part Mr^ Somerfetfo indig« 
jiantly declared his btooa boiled at — is the 
|)art that led him fo fearfully to appre* 
hend you fufpefted hi.n of vanity and pre- 
fumption! — Good God! how has fhe de- 
ceived me from the firft moment I knew 
her! So thoughtlefs and undeiigning in 
appearance, fo mifchievous and" unprin- 
cipled ih nature ! — 'Tis ftrange — 'tis woni- 
drous ftrange !" 

Clarentine to all this was utterly filent : 
to have attempted any defence of Mr«» 
Hertford would have been prepofterous— « 
to aggravate her errors would have been 
4inmerciful : file therefore fat a neutraA 
auditor of Mrs. Denbigh's exclamationa, 
and felt relieved, when, fickened of the 
fubje^, flie,at length, voluntarily changed 
it. 

Late in the evening the travellers ar- 
rived fafely at Hampftead, and proceeded 
immediately to the houfe of Mr. Lenham* 

That gentleman's reception of them was 
cordial and chearful ; Mrs. Barclay'^, itk 
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her wzff was friendly ; and her daiigh« 
lers« as ufual, blunt and indifferent. 

After the cuftomary coin{rfiinents and 
congratulations were over, Clarentine^ 
who dreaded herfelf to aflc any qaefUons 
telative to Mrs. Hertford, was by no 
means fbrrv« however, to hear Mwu 
Denbigh enquire <^ Mr. Lenham where 
flie was« 

^ At her luicle^s houfe in town," re- 
|iliedhe. 

^ She is going to Badi Iboo,* cried 
Mi& Bartrlay. 

«To Bathr 

^ Yes ; flie conplams d her healdiy 
«nd &ys the waters have been prcTciibed 
to her/* 

^ i>jiMi w^ftrrx, thcT fiioald be^** laid 
Mr^ I>^nbigh, in a low Yoice tt> Ciaiai- 



^"^ I iiifipK^"* lettttiwedi ClarcfitiK^ 
Seii^^^ « iK^ wottld he pcridEOv oam^ 

1^ ct^T^ l&nce tbr TaomiiQ^* which 

trf^ Cftaidauine; the ri!Ciir«:r< tu-ttssmeA 
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klf in licr fine eyes whenever they mei 
bis, and the conciliating gentlenefs of her 
voice as often as ihe ventured to addrefs 
liim, filled him. at once with hopes fo flat* 
tering, and gratitude fo unbounded, that, 
all animation and vivacity^ he converfed 
with a gaiety and fpirit which infufed 
chearfulnefs into the whole party, and 
made the evening appear to Clarentine 
one of the happieft, though one of the 
Ihortefl:^ fhe had ever known. 

When Mrs. Denbigh arofe to depart, 
aad had taken leave of the reft of the 
company, approaching Clarentine, whofc 
thanks for her late kindnefs were as warm 
as they were fincerie, ihe took her hand, 
and prefling it affeftionately between her 
own, (aid, '' Do not talk to me of thanks, 
deareft girl, fbut of courage to (upport 
your lofs : I know not bow to part from 
you, for ,to me you have proved a com- 
panion fo invaluable and fo attaching, I 
dread the frightful folitude to which I am 
now returning.** 

Clarentine, equally gratified and af- 
fe6led by this fpeech, promifed with the 
utmoft alacrity, fince they ftill refided fo 
jpear^ although they were no longer under 
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the fame roof, to make her vifits frequent 
and long, and to fpend as much of her 
time with her as (he wiChed. 

She then attended her to the door, 
whither they were accompanied by So- 
merfet, who was to efcort Mrs. Denbigh 
home, and who, as fhe defcended the 
fteps, held out his hand to Clarentine, 
and faid with a half fmile, " Will you 
not, my fweet friend, beftow one word 
of confolation at parting upon your -fe- 
cond fellow-traveller ?" / 

«« No," replied fhe, chearfully, " for 
if he finds the feparation very irkfome, 
he need not doubt the pleafure we fhall 
all have in feeing him as often as he 
can come to us." So faying, fhe gave 
him her hand, which, with bleffings and 
fhanks, he preffed to his lips, and then 
flew after Mrs. Denbigh. 

The pleafure with which Clarentine 
now revifited her former apartment, and 
again beheld fo many objefts that re- 
minded her of the happy time when So-^ 
merfet and fhe (upon the fame friendly 
terms to which they appeared to be re-^ 
turning) feemed to have no wilh fo earnefl 
as that' of mutually ferving and pleafing. 

each 
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each other, was lively and unreftrained. 
Every doubt of his fincerity removed ; 
convinced almoft to a certainty of his 
love, and aflured Die had nothing more 
to apprehend from her infidious rivals 
ihe farveyed all the diflFerent teftimonies 
of his faithful affeflion with the fame 
grateful exultation ihe had fir ft accepted 
them; and, at length, retired to bed in a 
fiate of contentment arifing nearly to 
felicity. 



CHAP. XXIV. 

ClARENTINE had been fettled once 
more at her venerable guardian's near a 
fortnight, when, foon afte» breakfaft one 
mornings aa ih6 was fitting alone in' her 
own room, another letter was brought to 
her from Sophia. 

MISS DELMINGTON. 

Delmin^toD-Houfe, Fcbraaiy. 

** I have ftrange things to tell you, 
deareft Clarentine^(7 ftrange, that half 
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doubting the poffibility of their being real 
mrifdf^ I am almoft afraid j^^ir vill doubt it 
entirely* One moment, eager to come 
10 the point, the next, frightened and 
afhamed, I know not how in the world to 
htj^n^ and as iox Jinijhing^ really believe I 
mud leave that to the unmoved and tran^ 
quil Harriet. Dear, fhe does ftrdll aboujt 
the houfe with an air fo provokingly calm 
and at her eafe, I could almoft heat her ! 
AVhy is not every body as diftra6ied and 
reftlefs as I am ? My mother's kind and 
anxious face is the only one in the family 
I can look at with any patience : dear 
Edgar is not here, or elfe he would, per- 
haps, fympathize in my perturbations; 
at lead, I am fure he would not appear fo 
indiiferent. I cannot bear indifference 
juft now — if I dared, I would rather /uir£3t 
people than fuffer them to retain die 
fliglucft fymptoms of it ! 

** Muft I not now, however, endeavour 
to begin my ftory ? You will otherwifc 
pinch tnt when we meet, I fuppofe. Well 
then, take the following ftrange (there is 
no other term for it) relation. 

«* We have lived here, as well fince the 
departure of Mr. Somerfet as befoic his 

arrival^ 
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arrival, in extreme good humour with 
each other, vifiting or vifited every day, 
dancing or playing every evening, and— 
^^^l-*in high fpirits and perfed amity. 

^ On a fudden, however, lo and be* 
hold ! a few days ago, while with Emma, 
I was fitting thrumming upon our old 
harpfichord in the parlour, the door 

opened, and in walked you fhall guefs 

w^tf when you hear the reft. 

** How- dye-does and very- wells, 
and thank-yes, and fpeeches over on 
both fides, I quitted my feat, and taking 
my work, placed myfelf at the window, 
and tried to ftart one of the ufual con ver* 
fations concerning funfhine and rain, 
wind and calm ; for, to (peak the truth, 
my companion's looks and countenance 
pefplexed me a little, and taught me, 
' though I fcarce knew why, to apprehend 
Ibmething extraordinary was coming: 
thefe amufing. topics, however, had no 
effect upon him, and every five minutes 
there enfued a profound and embarraffing 
paufe. 

^^ Mercy, thought I, this whimfical 
wretch is always alarming me! What, 
am I to exped now ? 
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<« He kept me not long in fufpeiicc— : 
but ina Oiort time, difpatching poor Emma 
upon feme bootlefs errand^ (I wonder, 
what right people have to take fuch liberties . 
with ;/iv filler!; approached me^ as I ftill 
pretended to be immenfely bufy, and 
feating himfelf at my fide, would have 
taken my hand: ] drew it back; and 
though I did not fpeak» looked, I believe, 
a little difmayed, for prefently he cried— 
* Why is my lovely friend thus filent and 
thus frigid ? She takes from me all courage 
to begin the fubjeft upon which I came 
purpofcly to addrefs her: deareft Sophia,* 
added he, (my unfortunate litUe round 
face teaches every body to be familiar 
with me; ' fpeak to mf — tell me I may 
open to you my heart, and that you will 
deign to hear its fecrets with indulgence !* 

* What, more fecrets?' cried I, en- 
deavouring to rally, * I thought I had pe- 
netrated all yours long ago !' 

' O nb 1' cried he again, and almoft for* 
cibly fnatching my hand, ' you know not 
yet what a capacious heart it is — how many 
fecrets it can contain, nor how nearly its 
prefent feelings relate to yoUrfelf.' 

" I looked. 



. ) 
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• " I looked up, I looked down, I co- 
loored, I turned pale ; in Ihort, I was fo 
confcious of having the dired appearance 
of what at that moment I certamly was— 
a fool — that unable to keep my feat, 
knowing that the man*s piercing eyes were 
fixed upon my face the whole time, 1 haf- 
lily arofe, and made an attempt to run out 
of the room : it was but an attempt, how- 
ever, for inftanlly purfuing mc, he once 
more caught my hand as I was opening 
the door, and never parted with me till 
not only his ozvft-^but my poor fecret was 
revealed alfo. 

" Can you conjefture what this double 
myftery was, Clat-entine ? No, you fay. 
Why then, fancy you fee us both feated 
again at that memorable window ; I ftill 
looking filly — he faucy,. and I am afraid 
a little fecure — and attend to the fequeL 

" One of the firft things he aflced me', 
and almoft in as plain terms as I now re- 
peat it, was—' Can you love me, deareft 
Sophia ?' 

** I did not anfwer like poor Kate — * / 
cannot telly but my look of indecifion, and 
his own ftraight-forward enquiry, I fancy 
reminded him of that fcene, for he pre- 



fently added with a fmile^-' If thm canft 

IJb^l &, *tis irui — imifir ibj hve^ fy tbi 

LtrJ^ xa ; tfjti ret I Uve tbte tC9J — Ajr, 

dear Sophia, more thaiH after mr late dif- 

appoinunent, I bdicred it poffible I ever 

could love again. Yoiir*s is the exaft 

chancier I ought to form a connedi(» 

^wh : I knov you to be amiable, I have 

experienced that yoa can be generous, 

and to all thole vith vhom vou are allied 

bv ;he ties of iu:ar^« I fee that you can 

be aSeitionatc* I vi.: DOt* bowe^^r, dc- 

ceive vou* Sorria; I %:II not tell you 

tSit I tee! for you x5«i exiiavagant and 

irnr>c:uow$ p^fSor* I fei: for your fafcinaN 

ir.g cou£n , bii: I adjure the excellence 

cf vour cricri^aDdiri:* I delight in the 

ttie^v of v^vjr cor.vrrfiiioTu 1 love the 

gvWiTK:i<,£T>cl ?-r)Ccn:y of ycurcifpofition, 

and ^hc graces of your animated and cn- 

chantiiHj little coanxer.ance hare half 

txirncd my head! — I cannot be happy 

^rhcuT y«>u, and iri:i you. I may not 

only he happy jrv/yC be: prove the mean* 

<^f rcnderiT^g ycu fo likevifc. — Be mine, 

tWfi^ dearcft S^hia : complete your 

S workj 
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work, and as you begun, fo eftablifh my 
recovery.' 

*' There were things in this fpeech, you 
will allow, that could not be very flatter- 
ing to my vanity, but in favour of its 
opennefs and xn^nly honelly I forgave all 
the reft. I fliall not tell you, however, 
whether I fcnt him away to hang kimjelf^ 
or whether I at length granted the per- 
miflion he fo eanieftly folicited, of being 
allowed to apply to my mother : fuch fe- 
crets never Jhould be told ; but this, (and 
I write it with almoft as much incredu- 
lous amazement as you will read it) this 
I muft tell you — the momentous Yes, that 
is to decide our future deftiny, we are mu- 
tually to utter — on Tuejday fen'mght ! — 
Heugh ! the very idea takes away my 
breath ! 

*' O, dearell Clarcntine, thoughtlefs ' 
ajid inconfiderate as^^we botji are now 
that we are upon the edge of the preci- 
pice, I tremble to think of all the abfur- 
dities and follies we may both commit I-^ 
My mothej tells qfie he is bent upon car- 
rying me to London this very fpring : I 
wiflied — yoa know how eagerly- — to go 
with l-ady Julia; but dread nothing fo 

vol, lilt I ' \XCvi^Ci 



170 CLARENTISiE. 

niuch as entering upon a fcene fo new, 
with a companion, who, greatly as I (hall 
love, it is impoflible^ however, I can look 
up to with the deference I fhould to a more 
experienced guide. The indulgence 
which the fweetnefs of his teiifper promifes 
me, I almoft fear, and the means of dif- 
fipation which will be offered me I ftart 
at, from the terror of abufing. 1 have not 
your moderation, dear Clarentine, nor 
half your native love of tranquillity. I 
ihall become an odious little fluttering 
coquette during my youth, and degene- 
rate at lad into a goffiping old card«> 
player — no, I fhall not though, now I think 
of it, for I hate cards : ay, but perhaps 
your abominable London may teach me^ 
to like them; are jc« become a gambler 

yet ? 

« « « « 

*' Give me joy, my own Clarentinef 
give me joy if you love me ! — It has juft 
been determined, that inftead of going to 
London to figure away in all the new- 
fangled frippery of an upftart fine lady, 
in ^ boufe of her own^ and a coach of her own^ 
and all the etceteras that would infallibly 
have turned my giddy brain^ I am this 
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year, while we are in town, to refidc with 
a relation of his, a Mrs. Gcrmaine, who 
is to hold my Icading-ftrings^ and preferve 
me (if (he can) from expofing myfclf! 
I am enchanted at this plan, for now I can 
anPwer for one half of my conduft, if fomc- 
body elfe will have the goodnefs to anfwer 
for the other half; to fupport the whole 
burden myfelf would have been too 
much. 

" I feel fo eafy and fo light fince this 
fcheme has been agreed upon, that I am 
convinced my pr^»//w^/j were ominous! 
I Ihould certainly have run wild, got into 
debt, caufed half a dozen duels, and en- 
ded by being fent home in difgrace ! 
, ** My dearefl mother, in conjunftion 
with Lord Welwyn, procured for me 
this happy — releafe from myfelf ! What 
fort of a perfon Mrs. Gcrmaine is, whe- 
ther young or old, I do not know; all I 
have to hope is, that fhe will hold the reins 
tolerably tight, and keep us both in good 
order. Would .my mother could accom- 
pany me; or, at.leaft, that we could have 
fucceededin delaying this formidable cere- 
mony till I had it in my power. to congra- 
tulate myfelf on feeling a ViuV^mfei -jX^o^ 

I % \icv^ 
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•»£xrc: ^:t:* i^sr *% xiLi ist 5» r:x Ijosdon. 
ITetr lo^ -y^suQie c.ar ae lib aBBBcnfcly 
jijuvrnc -^•'^'^ -■ .^tiTf^sTDaoDc &i 3o I2JlC charge 
^* i.1 .^ac .mi x-v 'Txii.cs *iar c3rr dicin- 
u-vo- -^<* -Tjr^*>c rxrs. Ir weljl& oftcii be 
HHr"=r ^T-'i^s. . ^-^jir 3X«* perlc&p^ ihe irill 
•ttnx n. >• 'c i-^v. -^ ',art. Ii %-ili be very 
Avjvv r;c ^^ I ixco^vi — i«t it is athoufand 
^* >f mr t£ 1 ^or. :n,x tctKneaoKS breaik oot of 
bcttfKC^ :: 1 i^TKMt ;3:&i3. 1 luul baire fuch an 
«K3QKi»^Jvig eac£ar:;;pi6 m my companion, 
<]j9Mt aosbiBif Wis xhan a auaclc can with* 
bnU.«it fawn foUovng it. 

•« Yoa fee, ClaKodne, bow I feel fafc, 
XzffWt fancy again. 

Wclwya's time for fetting it is 
'"\'t ^^*^ Vi>3.t I have great 
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Teafon,to hope we (hall all take our flight 
from hence pretty nearly at the fame mo- 
ment i Harriet and Edgar are both to be 
of the party; the firft will refide with 
Lady Julia, and my dear brother is to 
have lodgings in our neighbourhood. 

** Talking of brothers, by the way, dd 
not let me be fo unnatural as to omit teU 
ling you that we have heard very lately 
from poor Frederick, who writes with great 
chearfulnefs, has again been promoted, 
and gives us ftrong reafon to hope we 
{hall fee him once more in the courfe of 
the Autumn. 

♦* Mrs. Harrington, Heaven be praifedl 
in down in LincolnOiire, and has there 
fpent the whole winter. My mother has 
'Written to her an account of the bows and 
*lhe MdSi that is to fay, of all our late 
proceedings, but has yet received no an- 
fwen I have a nbtion {he will not be 
^uch delighted; (he has rather a hor- 
tor of a certain gentleman, and would 
•fooner admit any body than him, I be- 
lieve, to the honour of becoming her re- 
lation. What is to be done, however? 
1 cannot perfuade him to a(k for her con- 

I 3 Tent, 
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ient, do all I will ; and her difpleafurc 
he only laughs at. Horrid undutiful ! 

'^ Well, but now, my beloved Cla- 
rentine, I mull bid you farewel. Write' 
to me; fcold me, if in this letter I have 
fliewn too much levity ; give me your 
prayers and your good wiflies, and if you 
have any pity in your nature beftow it all 
on Tuejday Je nnight upon your frightened, 
but moft tenderly affeftionate, 

*' Sophia Delmington/* 

" Give you my good wiflies, deareft 
girl?'* cried Clarentine, when flie had 
read this letter. *' Ah, may heaycn only 
grant that your happinefs as a wife prove 
proportioned to your merit as adaughter^ 
a fifter, and a friend, and whofe is the 
felicity that will be more defervedly per- 
fea.'' • 

Then fitting down immediately to an- 
fwer her, while her mind was yet wholly 
engroffed by the fubjeft, fhe wrote a let- 
ter of congratulation the mod affe£tionate 
and the mod cordial, and encloiing in it 
a Ihorter one upon the fame occafion to 
Lady Delmington, fent them both by re- 
turn of poft. 

Scarcely 
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Scarcely had fhe concluded this grate, 
ful ta(k, >vhen (he was fummoncd down 
flairs to a gentleman, who, the maid told 
her, was juft come in with Captain So- 
merfet. 

The^ name of Somerfet was fuflBcient, 
and indifferent who his companion might 
be, Clarentine haflened down withput de- 
lay. 

As (he approached the parlour dopi;, 
fhe diftinguifhed, talking with all his ac- 
cuflomed vivacity, the voice of Mr.. Man- ^ 
ners, and when fhe opened it, beheld him 
walking up and down the room arm in arm 
with his friend. •. 

They both eagerly approached her the 
inflant fhe appeared, and the firft com- 
pliments over^ Mr. Manners delivered 
to. her a note from his fifter, who, he in- 
formed her was in town as well as his mo- 
ther, but had not had it in her power to 
wait upon her for reafons which her billet 
would explain. 

Clarentine immediately opened it, and 
found in it thefe words— 

TO MISS DELMINGtON. 

«« We came to town lafl night, my dear 
Mifs Delmington, and I am already vsv- 

1 4 ^^xx^^v 
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patient to fee you • the moft horrible cold 
I ever had in my life, however, prevents 
*roy ftirring beyond the threfhold, and will 
probably confine me for many days. My 
mother joins with me therefore in requeft- 
ing, if you are not better engaged, that 
• you will have the charity to come and 
dine with us. My brother will bring us 
your anfwer, and (hould it be favourable, 
our carriage fhall call for you at three 
O'clock. I remain, 

*' Dear Mifs Delmington, 
" Ever affeflipnately yours, 

«^ Louisa Manners", 

Albemailc Street, 
i'>hruary.i6. 

** I accept your fitter's invitation," 
faid Clarentine, folding up the note and 
addreffing Mr. Manners, '' with the ut- 
moft pleafure, and will certainly be ready 
at the hour fhe appoints*" 

" I thank you in her name," cried he, 
** and will now gallop back to aiuiounce 
the fuccefs of my embafly. Somerfct," 
added he, " do you return with me ?" 

*' No; I am going to pay a vifit to 
Mrs. Denbigh.'* 

«< Mrs. 
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" Mrs. Denbigh ? ay, true, and I ought 
to do the fame ; I have not time to day, 
though ; but give my refpefts to her, and * 
tell her I (hall take the earlieft opportu- 
nity of throwing myfclf at her feet, and* 
repairing my prefent omiflion." 

H^ then made his bow to Clarentine,' 
and mocmting his horfe, haftenqd back to 
Albemarle-ftreet. 

-Though fcarce a day had pa (Ted fince 
her return from Bath, during the courfe 
of which Clarentine had not fecn, and 
even for hours converfed with Somerfet, 
this was the firft time (he had ever found 
herfelf alone with him. The hints Mrs. 
Denbigh had dropped of his anxious de- 
fire to come to an explanation had half 
frightened, and made her cautioufly avoid 
all private converfation ; it was not, there- 
fore, without extreme embarraffment flie 
now perceived that almoft every chance of 
efcaping it was at an end. Mrs, Barclay 
and her daughter were both in town ; Mr. 
Lenham was engaged v^ith his young pu- 
pils, and Somerfet forgetting his intended 
vifit, feemed by^the thoughtfulnefs of bis 
looks, to be meditating; how he fliould be- 
gin. Clarentine could not bear thus ijaf- 

1 5 S\M^^ 
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- fively to await the refult of that delibera* 
lion, and determining to check all expia- 
tion that was preceded by a folemnity fo 
awful, threw on her cloak, which hap- 
pened to be in the roon), and faying it 
was yet early enough to allow of her de- 
fering to drefs herfelf another hour, pro- 
pofcd accompanying him to Mrs. Den- 
bigh's, 

Somerfet, fufpefting her motive^ ap- 
peared a little hurt at this conftant eager, 
nefs to reprcfs every attempt he had made 
to fpcak io her apart : pitying her evident 
confufion, however, and knowing her to 
be incapable of affefiation, he was to& 
delicate to detain her by compulfion, 
and therefore, with whatever reludance^ 
fuffercd her to quit the room and filently 
followed her. 

They walked on fome vime, Clarentine 
compelling herfelf to talk upon indifferent 
fuhjcfts ; he, abfent and grave, fcarcely 
knowing what he faid, when, unwilling 
wholly to lofe fo favourable an oppor- 
tunity, he at length interrupted her, and 
cried, " it would perhaps be felfifh, per- 
ceiving how feduloufly you feek to deny 
me the indulgence of a private audience, 

•Hicrc 
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were I, with a view of terminating my 
own fufpence, to force upon you what I 
have to fay; but will you, Mifs Delming- 
ton, confent to receive a letter from me^ 
and ^ may I venture to hope you will 
anfwer it!** 

Clarentine, grateful to him for having 
adopted an expedient that would fave her 
from fo much painful embarrafiTment, moft 
readily replied in the affirmative, and felt 
half tempted to thank him for his con- 
fiderate forbearance. 

On their arrival at Mrs. Denbigh 'sj 
they found her at home reading a letter 
jQie had juft received from Mrs. Weftr 
bury. It contained intelligence of Mrs. 
^Hertford's arrival at Bath, and of her 
having been introduced to her by the 
gallant Mr. Lea, who, in quality oicicejbeo^ 
attended her wherever (he went. 

*' Further," continued Mrs. Denbigh^ 
" to the honour of my poor friend's 
hearty though to the difgrace of her jud^ 
ment be it known, fhe is as completeljf 
deceived in this artful woman as we all 
were. She writes concerning her in the 
moft favourable terms, and at the fanie 
time that fhe thinks it neccffary to cop- 
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dole with me upon the lofs we muft have 
fuftained by her departure, congratulates 
faerfelf upon having made fo valuable aA 
acquifition to her own fociety." 

To this fpeech neither Clarentine nor 
Somerfet made any anfwer : the name of 
Mrs. Hertford was almoft equally hateful 
to them both, and their wifh to change a 
converfation of which Ihe was the objeftj 
led them inftantly to ftart another fubje8« 

** / have had letters alfo this morning,** 
faid Clarentine, with a fmile, ^ and letters 
that prove you, Madam, to be fo infallible 
a prophetefs, that henceforward I fhall be 
more than ever afraid of your penetra«» 



tion/* 



Mrs. Denbigh begged her to' explain 
herfelf— 

" Have you forgot, then," refumed ' 
Clarentine — " your predileftion relative 
to my friend Sophia ?'* 

Mrs. Denbigh, deceived by this fpeech, 
A Clarentine had upon a former occafion 
httn by one of Somerfet's, immediately 
faid, *Ms flie married ?" 

^ Not yet; hxxtxhtfvrmdaMe ceremdtrf^ 
as Ihe juftly calls it, is to take place on 
Tuefday fe'nnight/* 
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*« I am rejoiced to hear it," cried Mrs. 
Denbigh, ^* and rejoiced alfo to think we 
are likely fo foon to have her in this port 
of the world: I long to fee her; for a 
more rational, iinaffe6led creature I am 
perfuaded does not cxift. Coquetqr is 
now fo much the fafhion, that there' are a 
tkoufand modern Mifles, without half her 
real merit, who would have thought it 
eirtremely pretty to have kept poor 
Elthamayear or two infufpence, by way 
of revenge for not having been the ^f^Ji 
objeft of his attachment/* 

*^ Dear Madaift," cried Clarentine, 
with fome earneftnefs, " what an opinion 
you have of the unfortunate girls of the 
prefeiit day!" 

** Nay, do not undertake their defence, 
my dear: /i&^iV caufe includes not yours, 
tot I am convinced that when once you 
knew your own mind, yAu would not 
keep a deferving man in doubt a moment." 

Confcious how ill (he muft, juft then, 
appear to merit fuch a compliment, 
Clar^^ntine bluflicd, and caft down her 
eyes 5 and Somerfet ftroUed to the 
window, at which he remained till the 
converfation took a different turn. 
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In a fliort time fhe arofe to go, and 
attended by Somerfet, who, however, 
took leave of her at Mr. Lenham's dooff 
. walked home. 

At the hour mentioned by Mifs Man* 
ners, the carriage came for her, and 
conveyed her to Albemarle ftreet. . 

The fair invalid received her with 
much cordiality, and tho' impatient und^r 
illnefs, and extremely out of fpirjito, 
exerted herfelf to make the day pafs off 
to her friendly vifitor chearfully a^4 
agreeably. Somerfet was the only gue;ft 
there except herfelf; and he was more 
gay and animated than fhe had feen him 
fince the night of their return from Bath. 
A party was formed for the opera the 
enfuing Saturday, if Mifs Manners was 
by that time fufficiently recovered to 
venture out; and at ten o'clock Claren-^ 
tine took her leave. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

Early next morning, Somerfct's letter 
arrived. Clarentine, though prepared to 
receive it, and in very little doubt as to 
it3 contents, opened it with great agita- 
tion^ and read as follows. 

TO MISS DELMINGTON. 

Clifford-Streetf Feb. 17. 

'** Too long, my amiable friend, have 
I ftudied your guilelefs and gentle nature 
to be tempted for one inftant to accufe 
you of ungeneroufly wifliing to trifle with 
the feelings and happinefs of another. 
You have evidently fought to avoid giv- 
ing me any opportunity of unburthening 
to you my heart; you have convinced me, 
that to perfevere in attempting it in 
perfon would diftrefs and embarrafs you : 
but, at the fame time, having permitted 
me to addrefs you by letter, you have 
proved to me that your referve was not 
the effeft of infenfibility to my inquietude^ 
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or of any defign to prolong it, I blcf» 
and thank you with the warmeft gratitude 
for this foothing conviftion, and now 
haften to the fubjeft that led me to folicit 
your attention. 

•* It can— I think it can, be no new in- 
formation to my gentle correfpondenti 
that the heart of her devoted Somerfetbas 
been wholly hersalmoft from the firft 
hour he faw her on his return from his 
laft voyage. Bringing back with him 
the fweet remembrance of whjrt in child- 
hood he had known her ; impatient once 
again to behold the lovely, the undif- 
guifed and youthful friend he had then 
quitted, he arrived prepared for the im- 
preflion he was to receive, and unarmed 
.4^^ to rclift her powjer over his heart. Oh, 
my Clarentine, as I again furveyed you, 
as with looks of fweetnefs and confidence 
you addreffed me, called me your friend, 
allowed me the indulgence of hourly and 
daily feeing you, how did the vifions, 
which even in ab fence I had cherifiied, 
ftrcngthcn and incrcafe ! Often, when 
harralfed and fatigued by the dangers of 
my profcflion, often had I faid to myfelf, 
" What a confolatory recompcnce per- 
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haps awaits me on my return ! Clarentine 
Delmington, the dear, the ingenuous Cla- 
rentine^ when next I fee her, will, from an 
tntercfting and attaching child, be grown 
into a fafcinating woman .Retired as was 
the fituation in which I left her, unlefs 
the fortunate Edgar has fucceeded in 
conciliating her affeftion, there is yet a 
chaace of- my finding her difengaged. 
Oh, if fuch Ihould be the cafe; if after all 
my toils, my long exile, and the hard* 
fhips incident to a failor s career, I 
fhpuld in her meet with a reward — ^a 
friend — a miftrefs-^what would be my 
happinefs!'' 

** Thefe flattering illufions, however, 
were bu( of fhort duration. The diftant, 
and, to me, inexplicable coldnel^ that 
fuddenly took place of the condefcenfion 
with which, on my firft arrival, you had 
treated me, checked the prefumption with 
which I had indulged them, and taught 
me, though I had not the courage long to 
fly your fociety, at lead to conceal my 
fentiments, and never to reveal to any 
my difappointment. That coldnefs, 
originating in the artifices of a woman 
whofe very recoUeSion is abhorrent to 
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me, I mean not, however, to complain of; 
it is at length fufBciently explained; and 
relieved from the infupportable appre- 
henfion of having myfelf caufed it by 
fome undeiigned offence, I now perceive 
\vith joy that it has wholly ceafed, and 
that my friend feems permanently re- 
trieved. 

^ Oh yet, then, my Clarentine — 
. beloved from infancy, firft and deareft 
objeft of my heart ! — oh yet, then, realize 
thofe delightful vifions! — deftroy not 
again the fair profpeft your own fweet- 
nefs has raifed: prove not to me that, in 
venturing once more to cherifli the hope 
of your becoming mine, I err too vainly 
to be forgiven ! but accept my vows, and 
with the noble candour, the generofity 
that has ever diftinguifhed you, tell me, 
that you think me not unworthy of adding 
yet another, and a more tender title to 
that of guardian, lover, and friend ! 

** William Somerset!" 

Clarentine wept over this letter with 

mingled fenfations of gratitude and joy, 

and determined by the fpeed with which 

.flie anfwered it to prove to its beloved 

and 
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and generous writer the high fenfe flic 
liad of his difinterefted attachment, and 
the fincere and reciprocal affeftion of her 
heart. 

TO CAPT. SOMERSET. 

. " My eyes are yet blinded by the tears 
your letter has drawn from me: they 
were tears, however, not of forrow, but 
of admiration and thankfulnefs. Somer- 
fet, my noble-minded, and I will add, 
dear Somerfet, I am yours. My hand J 
now give you, and my heart I long fince 
loft all power to withhold from you. 

" C. D." 

In lefs than an hour after it had been 
difpatched, this billet brought the warm- 
hearted and enraptured Somerfet to pour 
forth his fervent acknowledgments at the 
feet of its fair and ingenuous writer. She 
received him in her own apartment— in 
that clofet to which he had fo long been 
denied admittance, and with looks of 
timidity and confcioufnefs, with alternate 
fmiles and blufhes, liftened to his ardent 
proteftations^ and frankly confirmed the 
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avowal which his letter had irrcfiftibly 
torn from her. 

Infenfible to the progrefs of time, they 
had fpent near three hours together, and 
Somerfet thought not of returning, nor 
had Clarentine the courage to fend him 
away, till, at length, they were inter- 
rupted by a fummons to the dining- 
parlotir. She then entreated him to go 
back to town, fearing that the privacy of 
their interview would occafion fome dif- 
agreeable obfervations from the Barclays, 
vhich (he well knew would in his prefence 
difconcett hef much more cruelly than if 
they were wholly addreffed to herfelf. 
He obeyed her without hefitation, though 
not without reluftance, and having ob- 
tained permiflion to wait upon her again 
the next morning, took his leave in the 
tendereft and molt grateful manner, 

Haftening down ftairs the inftant he 
was gone, on entering the parlour fhc 
found the whole family already affembled 
and feated at table. She made a con- 
fufed apology for being fo late, and then 
taking her ufual place without daring to 
raife her eyes, began her dinner in 
iilcnt embarrafsment, apprehenfive every 

Tcvoment 
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aament of being interrogated, and unable 
o determine what excufe ffie ifaould 
dake for berfelf, 

Mifs Barclay, who from the time (he 
irft walked in had never looked at any 
Hher objeft, in a very few minutes fully 
realized her fearSi 

" Has not Captain Somerfet been with 
^ou all the morning, Mifs Delmington ?** 
cried flie— ** Pray why didn't he come in 
Lq dinner ?" 

Clarentine, though fhe expefted fome- 
rtiing blunt, was yet by no means pre- 
pared for a queftion quite fo direft ; and 
knew fo little how to anfwer it, that before 
Ihe could fpeak Mifs Barclay had time to 
^^A — *< There has been a gentleman here 
fiace breakfaft, a Mr. Manners, enquiring 
for you ; but thinking it would be pity to' 
interrupt fo- fnug a converfation, I bid 
the maid tell him you was particularly' 
engaged with Captain Somerfet, and could' 
not fee him/* 

' Glarentine coloured, and looked, as 
ffie reaUy felt, extremely provoked, whiHt 
Mr. Lenhatn, with fome feverity, laid, 
*^ And by- what authority, Lucy, do yoti 
allow yeurfelf to dcHvct i\ic\im^®w^%'\TC 
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Mifs Delmington*s name without her con- 
currence ?" 

** Lord, uncle, I thought it was but 
doing as one would be done by !'* Mrs* 
Barclay laughed, but neither Mr. Len- 
ham nor Clarentine, though almofl equally 
indignant, chofe to make any reply. 

In the evening their party was rein- 
(breed by the addition of Mrs. Denbigh, 
to whom Clarentine, open and unreferved, 
took an opportunity of communicating 
what had pafled in the mornihg. That 
Lady, warmly interefted in all that con** 
cerned her, and entertaining of Somerfet 
an opinion the mofl honourabte, congra- 
tulated her with the trueft afFe£lion upon 
the happy termination of her late anxiety^ 
and uttered the kindeft wifliesfor her fur: 
ture and lafting felicity. 

Somerfet himfelf, the next day, an- 
nounced the fame intelligence to Mr. Len- 
ham, and was heard with equal, if not yet 
greater fatisfaftion. Attached to him more 
as. a father than a tutor, the worth and 
excellence of his nature had becji known 
to him even from his boyifli days ; formed 
to cultivate and value the bleffings of fc* 
led friendlhip aud domeQic fociety, ,Mr. 
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Lenham was thoroughly aflured there was 
no other fpecies of happinefs his heart was 
fo well fitted to enjoy, and no woman 
upon earth, who, from the fimilarity of her 
tafte and piirfuits, was fo perfedly adapted 
to his character as the mpdeft and retired 
Clarentine. The connexion he had once 
apprehended he was upon the point of 
forming with Mrs. Hertford had always 
given him pain ; lefs becaufe he at that 
time harboured any unfavourable idea of 
her, than .becaufe he had difcovered the 
apparently hopelefs attachment of his 
young ward, and grieved to obferve what 
ravages that attachment was making upon 
her peace* He thought himfelf bound in 
honour, however, not to betray a fecret 
he had thus clandeftinely penetrated, and 
confining alike his regret and his fufpi* 
cions to his own bread, forbore all at- • 
tempts to ferve the one, from his reluc- 
tance to injure the other. But now that 
the real cbara£ler of Mrs. Hertford was 
known to him, and all competition was 
therefore at an end^ he hefitated not in 
declaring the cordial preference he had 
always felt difpofed to give Clarentine, 
and the implicit reliance with which he 
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depended upon the goodnefs of her heart, 
and the firmnefs of her principles. 

From the moment this attachment be<- 
came known in the family, the extraor* 
dinary licence with which Mifs Bairclay 
permitted herfelf to animadvert and make 
fneehng comments upon every look as 
well as a£lion of Clarentine's, rendered 
the^ houfe Co extremely difagreeable to 
her, that had (he been influenced by no 
other motive, fhe would have found it 
difficult to refid the urgency with which 
Somerfet implored her to become his 
without further delay — ** My probation," 
faid he, half fmiling, ^^ hais furely been 
fufficiently long, deareft Clarentine, and 
my courtfhip, though indire£l^ has alfo, I 
think, been of a duration which in con- 
fcience you cannot wiQi to protraQ. What 
more could we difcover in each others 
chara£lers, after an acquaintance of fo 
many years, were we novT with any view 
of that fort to defer our union even for 
atwelvemonth ?^ I am no diffemhler; the 
good and the bad^ in my diipofition^ are 
equally penetrable, and all your vigilatnce 
and delay will fucceed in dete£ling in me 
nothing more than an iucreafe^. perhaps, 
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of love, and a certain increafe of impa- 
tience." 

Clarentine laughed, at this remon- 
ilrance, but at the, fame time aflured bim 
that, far from defiring to raife unneceflary 
difficulties, after having once freely 
avowed to him the fentiments of her heart, 
fhe wifhed only to defer their marriage 
till fhe had written to Lady Delmington, 
and received, what flie doubted not to 
obtain^ her fanftion and confent. 

" Ah, rather then, let me write to her!" 
cried Somerfet, with warmth; " I dif- 
truft the earneftnefs with which you will 
plead for me ; fuffer me therefore to dif- 
cufs the fubjefl with her myfelf." 

Clarentine, by no means forry to refign 
to him fo awkward a talk, made no oppo- 
fition to this propofal, biit retiring with 
him to Mr. Lenham's ftudy, he there 
wrote a fhort letter, which, though fhe 
criticifed extremely, he permitted her not 
to alter, but the inftant it was concluded, 
fealed and immediately difpatched. 

Soon after breakfafl the next morning, 
fhe received the following note from Mifs 
Manners. 

VOL. III. K TO 
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TO MISS DELMINGTON. 



^* I have at length perfuaded my tne- 
Aer that I may be permitted to venture to 
the Opera to-night without any danger; 
t-he truth is, (he does hot know that the 
villainous apothecary who attends me in- 
fifts upon bleeding me again this morning: 
he talks of my being feverilh, and makes 
horrid wry faces at me. I fhall not at- 
tend to all his profeffional cant, however, 
but fick or well, dead or alive, am de- 
termined to fubmit to this irkfome rc- 
ilraint no longer. 

" We have borrowed a lady's box for 
this evening, and are to have it entirely 
to ourfelvesr. The pit is now become too 
vulgar to fit in, at leaft, fo I am told. 
Young Weftbury, who is now in town, 
and called here yefterday, protefts that on 
Tuefday laft he flood during the whole of 
the fecond dance next a good old nurfe, 
or fomething of that fort, who finding the 
wind blew cold from the ftage, turned the 
train of her gown over her fhoulders, and 
fat with it fo, very compofedly, till the 
curtain dropped ! 

^* Come 
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^^ Come to us early, dear Mifs Del- 
mington, and make Captain Somerfet fend 
his carriage for you, as ours is never al- 
lowed (for fear it fhould cafch cold and 
want bleeding) to go out in the morning 
when it has any duty to do at night. 
" Adieu — your's ever, 

" L. Manners." 
Feb. 3j« 

This prudent note Clarentine anfwered 
with fome degree of irony, congratulating 
-its fair writer upon the philofpphical in- 
difference (he expreffed concerning either 
life or death, and applauding her for that 
enthufiaftic paffion for mujic which led her 
thus to brave all danger for the fake of 
hearing a fine orcheftra! She concluded, 
however, by promifing punftually to fulfil 
her engagement. ~ --— ^-^ , ^ 

Accordingly, at the proper time, at- 
tended by one of Somerfets fervants, fhe 
drove in a hackney coach to Albemarle- 
ftreet, preferring that conveyance to ac- 
cepting his carriage. 

Mifs Manners ran out to meet her at 
the head of the ftairs, ready dreffed and 
in excellent fpirits, but fo dreadfully 

K 2 hoarfc 
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hoarfe fhe could hardly make herfelf in- 
Xelligible. 

Clareritine fliook her head at her with 
an expreflive fmile, and calling' her an 
incorrigible facket^ proceeded forward to 
pay iier compliments to her mother. 

In a very fhort time they were joined 
by the three gentlemen who were to efcort 
ihem— Somerfet, Mr. Manners, and young 
Weftbury ; and as foon as' tea was over, 
all repaired to the Haymarket. 

Their hox was upon the fecond tier, 
and extremely near the ftage, which — the 
Opera having been began fome time be- 
fore they entered— was already crowded 
with gentlemen who were {landing at the 
fide-fcenes, and whom in a few minutes 
Mr. Wejttbury, as anxious to difplay the 
^grace^-of his -perfon as themfelves, went 
to join, 

Mr. Manners then ftationed himfelf be- 
hind Clarentine, and addreffing her in a 
low voice, " Pray, Mifs Delmington,'* 
faid he, " till what time did the important 
bufinefs you were tranfafting with Somer- 
fet the other morning engage you ?" 

Clarentine, extremely confufed, an-» 
fwcred; ^* I ought to have apologifed to 
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you fooner for the rude meJTage you re- 
ceived, but I aflTure you it was not fent 
out by me, nor did I know you- had called 
till after I went down to dinner." • 

"And who was the kind friend that fo 
feafonably undertook the tafk of removingf 
all intruders?" 

" I was very far/* anfwered Ckrentiney 
" either from thinking the aft itfelf » 
kind one, or you an intruder/* 

Mr. Manners bowc<J, and was begins 
ning again to fpeak^ but with an archnefS' 
in his looks which frightened her fo much, 
that, turning haftily from him, (he faid, 
** I muft not fuffer you to talk to mc 
now : we are going to have a fong/' 

At the end of the firft aft young Weft- 
bury returned to them, purpofely to tell 
Clarentine he had juft feen a friend of 
her's, who, when tiic Opera was over, he 
would bring round to her. '' I have not 
teen able yet,'* added he, " to fpeak to " 
him, for the ftage is fo full it's impoffible 
to get at him; but I dsn/urdemcnfaiti 
and deterrpined not to let him go^'witlioat 
having feen you." ^ 

'« And who is this friend. Sir ?" fai4 
Clarentine, with great indifference. 

K 3 ^^Ux. 
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" Mr. Lea, perhaps,*' cried Mr. Man* 
Iters. 

" O, for Heaven fake, Mr. Weftbury," 
cried his filler, " don't bring him here! 
There is nobody upon earth I hate fo 
inuch V 

« And yet/' faid Weftbury, **^ the laft 
lime I was at your houfe whilftyou re- 
mained at Bath, I met him there.*' 

" That fays nothing in his favour; 
one's obliged to invite all forts of people 
fometimes : I repeat it therefore^ he's my 
averfion, and if you bring him to us. 111 
never forgive you." 

" Weftbury," cried Mr. Manners, «^ I'll 
go behind the fcenes with you, and you 
fliall fhew me this friend of Mifs Del- 
raington's." 

Weftbury upon this took him by the 
arm, and they quitted the box toge- 
ther. 

'^ My brother,* I fancy," faid Mifs 
Manners, when they were gone, '' felt 
by no means forry that fuch an excufe 
ivas given him to exhibit bis pretty perfon 
likewife. Pray, Captain Somerfet, don't 
you wifli to join them ?" 

*< Yes/* 



CLARENTINE. Tgg- 

• " Yes,'* anfwered he, fmiling, '• to 

ferve you, and haften the approach of 

Mr. Lea;* 

" O, don't talk to me of that man !" 
*' Then do riot talk to me of leaving 

you." 

" Dear, I thought I was doing you an 

immenfe favour, for I concluded you^ 

"s 

only ftaid with us from motives of polite- 
nefs, and was -longing the whole time to- 
play the NarcifTus among the reft of the 
toniflj Macaronies upon the ftage," 

'^ No, really, I have not any fuch am- 
bition.*' 

" You referve yourfelf as a novelty 
then, to be admired in the coffee-room ?" 

" Yes," replied he, with a laugh, '' you 
have now perfeftly gueffed it." 

" Lordj how ftrangely you anfwer! I 
can make nothing of you, and fo I leave 
it to Mifs Delmington to take you in 
hand." 

" I am glad," faid Clarentine, ^* your 
dialogue is concluded, for as the curtain 
is now drawing up I fhall wiih to be per- 
mitted to liften to the fingers." 

Very little further was faid till the end 
of the lajil dance, when Mifs Manners^ 
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impatient to get to the coffee- room before 
Mr. Weftbury could put his menace in 
execution, hurried them all out of the 
box, and befought her mother to lead 
towards it immediately. 

In their way thither, the lobby being 
extremely crowdedj^ Clarentine, fearing to 
be feparated from her party, moft gladly 
accepted Somerfet's arm; whilft Mrs. and 
Mifs Manners, lefs unufed to fuch a buf- 
tle, proceeded cpmpofedly forward, ap- 
pearing quite as much at their eafe as if 
they had been in th6ir own houfe. 

Though flowly, and with difficulty, 
they had juft reached the door of the 
coffee-room, and were upon the point of 
entering, when Clarentine, as fhe was 
drawing away her hand, and turning to 
thank Somerfet for his affiftance, beheld 
immediately behind her, walking arm in 
arm, Mr. Eltham and Sir Edgar Del- . 
mington ! 

Doubt and aftonifhment, not wholly 
unmixed with conlternatipn, feized her 
at this fight, ahd bereft her of all power 
to advance. She changed colour, and 
again almoft involuntarily catching hold 
of Somerfet's arm, dvev^ him back, and 
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fcarcely knowing what fhe faid, whif- 
pered, " Let thefe gentleipen pafs/* 

" What gentlemen ?" cried he, but at 
the fame inftant looking round and per- 
ceiving who they were,, he touched hiar 
hat to them, though not without himfelf 
undergoing a confiderable alteration of 
countenance, and flopped to give them 
time, if they wifhed it, tq fpeak. 

Eltham was the firft to make ufe of this 
opportunity. He quitted his companion, 
and, coming forward, gravely faid, " I 
hope I have the honour of feeing you 
well, Mifs Delmington?" 

Clarentine only curtfied; and Sir Edgar 
now approaching her likewife, in an un- 
fteady voice, and with a countenance that 
indicated the ftrongeft emotion, repeated 
the fame enquiry nearly in fimilar terms, 
and then attempted to exprefs the pleafure 
fo unexpefted a meeting had given him; 
the words, however, died on his lips- 
he hefitated, ftammered, and at length 
abruptly interrupting himfelf, faid as he 
retreated, " I fear we detain you from 
your party. Madam." 

Clarentine, in whofe affeftionate heart 
the fight of this early friend had revived 
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the remembrance of all their former inti- 
niacy, was ftruck with forrow, on reco- 
vering from her firft amazement, at the 
deje£tiotl of his looks arid voice, and con- 
cerned to hear herfelf addreffed by him 
with fuch chilling formality. Innocent 
and unreferved, fhe forgot the caufe which 
Bad feparated them, and feeing him only 
in the light of a long-abfent brother—of 
one whom (he had always loved, and ftill 
retained the trueft regard for, fhe held, 
out to him her hand, and, in a tone of 
the mod conciliating kindnefs, faid-— 
'* No, my dear Sir Edgar, you do not 
detain me : I (lay becaufe I am fincerely 
rejoiced to fee you, and have a thoufand 
queftions to afk concerning your family. 
How did you leave Lady Delmington, 
and my deareft Sophia ?*' 

Sir Edgar furprifed, yet deeply afFeded 
by this friendlinefs and cordiality, ac- 
cepted her offered hand with gratitude, 
and bowing upon it as if to conceal his 
agitation, after a momentary paufe, an- 
fwered, " They were both well, I thank 
you, and would both, had they known 
the honour I fhould have of feeing 
yon wbilfl in town, have made me the 
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bearer of their moft afFeftionate remem-* 
brances." 

*« What (lay. Sir," cried Somerfet, novr 
addrefling Eltham, " do you defign to 
make in London ?" 

'* We arrived," anfwered he, " late 
this evening, and return on Tuefday 
morning." 

Juft then Mr, Manners and young 
Weftbury, as they were forcing them- 
felves a paffage through the crowd in 
their way to the coffee-room, perceived 
and joined them. 

«^ Ah, Sir Edgar," cried the latter, fa- 
miliarly addrefling the evidently-afto- 
nifhed Baronet, " you have anticipated 
me, I find; I had prepared Mifs Delming* 
ton to exped a friend, and intended to 
have condufted you to her myfelf before 
(he left her box, but you were off fo 
quick after the curtain dropped I had n6 
opportunity of fpeaking to you»" 

*' I have not the honour. Sir" faid Sir 
Edgar, gravely,. " of knowing to whom 
I am indebted for fuch unmerited atten* 
tion." 

Somewhat abaihed by this difcouraging 
reply^ yet determined, after all the parade 

K 6 ^^^ 
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"with which he had boafted of their long 
acquaintance, not to fufFer himfelf to be 
fo eafily repulfed, Weftbury now faid — 
•' I had the pleafure. Sir, though I was 
not in the fame college, of feeing you 
often at Oxford : my name is Weftbury/' 

Sir Edgar, in anfwer to this interefting 
information, made a flight bow ; and then 
turning to Clarentine, " If you will now 
proceed, Mifs Delmington/' faid he, " we 
will do ourfelves the honour of following 
you/' 

Clarentine immediately moved, on, and 
finding Mrs. and Mifs Manners, when fhe 
entered, feated near the door, placed her- 
felf next them; Somerfet and Sit Edgar 
remaining with her, the' three other gen- 
tlemen ftrolling to the upper end of the 
room. 

The mournful filence into which Sir 
Edgar now funk, the melancholy expref- 
fion of his countenance, and the fixed, 
yet unconfcious attention with which he 
rivetted his eyes upon her face, difcon- 
certed and at the fame time pained her fo 
much, flie fcarcely knew how to look up, 
Or in what manner to fupport any part in 
^he converfation. Gaiety at fuch a .mo- 
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ment — Ifceing before her with every fymp- 
tom of unhappinefs a man (he had fo long 
known, and fo long valued — it was impof- 
fible either to affeft or feel : faddened, 
upon fuch an occafion, or even thought- 
ful, in the prefence of Somerfet — of him 
to whom (he had fo lately avowed her at- 
tachment, and was fo foon to be united — 
(he dreaded to appear : diftreffed, there- 
fore, moft cruelly, and apprehenfive of 
being obferved, (he fat confufed and ir- 
refolute, not knowing how to fpeak with . 
-her ufual compofure, and reluftant to , 
betray her real feelings. 

Somerfet was the firft to perceive and 
pity her uneafinefs. Too liberal and 
noble-minded to entertain any fufpicions 
to her difadvantage, he imputed it at once 
to the true caufe, compaflion and friend* 
(hip; and felt not for a fingle inftant any 
other fenfation towards his lefs fortunate 
rival than that of humane and generous 
fympathy. The depreffion fo vifible in 
that rival's countenance Somerfet was of 
all others, When'^he looked atXlarentine, 
and remembered what had been his own 
fuflPerings at the time he fancied her loft 
to him, the moft likely to pardon. Her 
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commlferation for him he honoured, and 
the undifguifed and artlefs fimplicity with 
which fhe had fuffered her kindnefs to<^ 
wards him to appear, much as it might 
have irritated a diftruftful or a felfifh na- 
ture, he venerated and loved. 

Anxious therefore to diffipate her em- 
barraflment, and if poffible to engage Sir 
Edgar's attention, he exerted himfelf in 
order to draw him into converfation, and 
ftarted by turns. every fubj eft which he 
thought bed calculated to interell hirr.. 
Lady Julia he ventured not to name ; but 
he talked to him of his own family, of 
Madame d'Arzele, of Jhis fitter's approach- 
ing marriage, and of the pleafure with 
which Mifs Delmington looked forward 
to her arrival in town. Sir Edgar, tho* 
he was not fenfible of half the merit of 
this confiderate civility, anfwered him 
with politenefs, and made an attempt to 
appear more chearful ; his fuccefs, how- 
ever, was by no means adequate to the 
pain which the effort inflifted; fo little 
indeed did it anfwer to it, that Eltham, 
who in a fhort time again approached 
them, obferving the fadnefs and defpon- 
dency with which he ftill appeared to be 
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dpprefled, haftily moved towards hinii 
and taking hold of his arm, faid in a low. 
Voice, yet with great earneftnefs, " Come 
away, Delmington, come away ! — you'll 
unman yourfelf if you (lay here any 
Ipnger!'* 

Roofed by this unexpefted admonition, 
and but too well convinced of its pro- 
priety, Sir Edgar merely flopped to 
make his parting bow, and then with a 
look that claimed and excited all Claren-- 
tine's tendered pity,* fufFered himfelf 
without oppofition to be drawn away. 

When they were gone — '' who is that 
difmal-looking young man ?" cried Mifs 
Manners ; " hfs countenance and figure 
intereft me in his behalf, tho' he has 
really made me almoft as vaporifh as him* 
felf." 

Clarentine, with a figh, replied he was 
a relation of hers, and his name was 
Delmington — 

*« Well, I proteft I thought fo,'* re* 
fumed Mifs Manners, " there is fo ftrong 
a family refemblance between you, that the 
whole time he flood here I had, got ii 
into my head he was fomehow or other 

conne6e4 
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conneftcd with you. But pray do tell 
*nie, what is the matter with him ?" 

Somerfet, who faw the confufion to 
which this queftion gave rife, fpared 
Clarentine the pain of anfwering it by 
faying with a half-fmile, " cannot Mi^s 
Manners, if indeed Ihe fufpeSs our 
friend of being unhappy, beftow upon 
him her good wifties and hercompaffion, 
without fuffering her curiofity to precede 
her benevolence ?'• 

" O dear, if his hiftory is a fecret, 1 
don't defire to penetrate it! my pity is 
heartily at his fervice,and I am only forry 
he has not ibmething more Qonfolatory to 
depend on." 

*' He has, I hope," thought Clarentine, 
*' the moft certain of all dependencies, 
reQitude and good principles !" 

Mrs. Manners' carriage being now 
announced, her fon haftened forward to 
offer his aflTiftance in conducing Claren- 
tine to it, whilft his filler put herfelf 
under the care of S6merfet, and Mr. 
, Weftbury had the condefcention to give 
his hand to her mother. 

It had been previoufly determined that 
I^Jarentine was to fleep that night in 
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Albemarle ftrcet, and return the follow- 
ing day to Mr. Lenham's. Somerfet 
therefore took leave of her at the coach 
door, after receiving an invitation from 
Mrs. Manners to breakfaft the next morn- 
ing. 

Clarentine's mind, after this diftreffing 
interview, remaii>ed in a ftate of theutmoft 
inquietude and agitation. Sophia's late 
letters, ant} the favourable accounts (he 
had heard from time to time of Sir Edgar's 
amended fpirits, had taught her to hope, 
as well for his own as the fake of Lady 
Julia, that the juvenile partiality he had 
felt for her^had wholly given way to 
reafon and abfence. The deep and 
fettled depreffion, however, fhe had with 
fo much regret obferved in his a*p. 
pearance — his manners — his very voice, 
had deflroyed all thofe expeQations, and 
left her nothing but the afflifting con- 
fcioufnefs of having, with whatever inno- 
cence, been the means of blading all his 
youthful happinefs. Soft and gentle as 
was her heart, this certainty >vas anguilh 
to her; and fhe wept with bitternefs over 
the fate of a man, whom, to -have reftored 
to peace and tranquillity, (he would have 
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facrificed almofl every perfonal gratifica- 
tion. Sincerely did fhe lament the un- 
fortunate chaace which had again Drought 
Ihem together, and again revived, per- 
haps at the very time bis laudable and vi- 
gorous efforts had fucceeded in nearly era- 
dicating her image from her mind, all his 
former fentiments. No vanity, no little un^ 
generous exultation mixed itfelf with thefe 
refleftions : it was far from being a matter 
of triumph to her to think fhe had been 
the caufe of giving pain to any humaa 
being; much lefe to a friend who, like 
Edgar, had flie been permitted to accept,, 
at the time he propofed himfelf to her, 
before her heart became fenfible in favour 
of another, flie would have given her 
band to with gratitude, and have made it 
the fole ftudy of her life to hav« repaid 
him for his difint^refted preference. Her 
love for him as a child had been animated 
and fincere, and though as fhe grew up) 
the'frequent changes fhe witnefTed in hi« 
temper, perplexing as they were to her till 
the ill chofen moment of his declaration, 
had often piqued and offended her, yet 
the habit fhe was in of regarding him with 
conBdence, and treating him with i«U'- 
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macy, affured her, that in contributing 
to bis felicity flie (bould greatly have 
promoted her own. That time, however, 
was paffed; and equal to the wretched- 
nefs he experienced would now have been 
hers, had fhe, to unite herfelf to him, been 
compelled to renounce Somerfet ! 

" Alas f then, dear Edgar," cried flic, 
^^ what remains for me to doy but, with 
my pity, to offer up for you my moft fer- 
vent prayers for the reftaration, through 
fome other channel, of that happinefs, 
which, even if I had ftiil the power to 
confer, I could no longer participate ; but 
which the fweet and amiable creature to 
whom you are about to be connefted is 
equally formed to beftow, and difpofed 
to fhare ! — Heaven, then, blefs and teach 
you how to eftimate her value, and retura 
her innocent affeftion I*' 
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him, after this trying interview, to meet 
you upon every fucceediag one with 
firmnefs and courage. He knew not, till 
Elthani, informed of it by fom^ third per- 
fon at the Opera, announced it to him, 
the happinefs I have in view; the intelh- 
gence, at firft, ftariled and confounded 
him ; but upon the whole, has been of in- 
finite fervice in determining him more re- 
folutely than ever to banifh from his 
mind every fcntiment for you that par- 
takes of more than fraternal warmth. Re- 
vive then, fwecteit Clarentine, and fuffer 
not the foft compaffion you feel for him, 
at a moment like the pref-ut, to fuperfcde 
all the other affeftions of your heart! 
The deep concern with which your own 
forrow has filled me, entitles me to nearly 
as much pity as you hav£ bellowed upon 
— I had almoft called him— the enviable 
Edgar !" 

With fuch a motive to overcome her 
dejeftion as the fear of making her gene- 
rous Somerfet unhappy, Ci^rentine foynd 
it no diflicult talk, when he again appeared, 
to meet him with all her wonted chearful- 
nefs and compofure. The caution con- 
tained in bis note, delicate as it was, put 
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her upon her guard, and proved to h^r, 
that however diftant from his mind all 
jealous miftruft now was, he could not 
anfwer for the continuance of his ferenity 
<hould her anxiety and melancholy con- 
tinuealfo. 

The third per/on alluded to as Eltham's 
informanit at the Opera, fhe had not a 
doubt was Mr. Manners. His raillery 
and former archnefs had almoft wholly 
ceafed, and been replaced by a refpeftful 
quietnefs, or a general vivacity, which, 
as it had never, except once the night be- 
fore, (upon occafion of his abrupt dif- 
miflion the morning he had called at 
Hampftead) given way to his natural love 
of tormenting, convinced her he was per- 
feftly acquainted with the prefent fitua- 
tion of her affairs. 

Early the next morning, Clarentine 
would have returned home, but Mifs Man- 
ners, encouraged by her firft fuccefs, be- 
fought her fo earneftly lo defer her de- 
parture till evening, that at length flic 
confented ; and with yet lefs difficulty a 
quarter of an hour afterwards, agreed to 
accompany her, attended by her brother, 
to the Shakcfpear Gallery : Somerfet-was 

to 
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to be engaged the gre.ateft part of the day 
upon fome profeffional bufinefs ; and Mrs, 
Manners, expefting vifitors, declined 
being of their party. 

Soon after breakfaft therefore they 
fet out on foot, the weather being 
favourable, and had nearly reached the 
middle of Pall-Mall, when, coming out 
<5f a bookfeller's Ihop alone, and with a 
countenance^ which, though not more 
animated, was infinitely lefs perturbed 
than when Clarentine had laft feen him, 
they were met, and immediately recog- 
riifed by Sir Edgar Delraington. 

Changing colour as he addreffed them^ 
; yet ftruggling to appear at his eafe, he 
•flopped a few minutes to make fome ge- 
neral enquiries, and was then taking his 
leave ; but Mifs Manners, whifpering 
Clarentine, faid — " Why don't you alk 
him to go with us ?*' 

" ShaH I tell him you defire it?" re- 
turned flie, fmiling. 

" Yes, if you like it; I have no fort of 
objeQion/V 

^* Why then, Sir Edgar," cried Cla- 
rentine, turning towards him with the 
fame look of chearfulnefs— *" I am com- 



ai6 CLAR£NT1N£. 

miflioned to requeft, in the name of this 
young lady, whom I beg to introduce 
to you — Mifs Manners — that you will 
favour us with your attendance to the 
Shakefpear Gallery.'* 

'' Moft willingly ;" replied he, bright- 
ening at the propofal, " I ventured not to 
enquire whither you were going, but be 
aflured, my defire of accompanying you 
preceded the honour you have done me 
in permitting it." 

They then all moved on, Mifs Man- 
ners faying to Clarentine as they advan- 
ced — " I think your folemn friend im- 
proves ; that was really a much prettier 
fpeech than I expefted from him." 

^' Probably,'* returned Clarentine, 
*' your goodnefs to him put him into fpi- 



rits.'' 



Mifs Manners made fome flight anfwer 
to this, which her companion had not 
time to attend to, for juft then they ar- 
rived at the door of the Gallery. 

After they had wandered about the 
rooms fome time, Sir Edgar, approach- 
ing Clarentine, who, with a catalogue in 
her hand, was fitting upon a form oppo- 
fite one of the great piflures^ reading the 

fcenc 



CLAHENTINl. ttj 

fccne firom whence its fubjeft was taken^ 
placed himfelf next her, and f^id^ " Has 
Mifs Delmington any melTage, any letter 
to fend into Dcvonlhire ? We leave towa 



to-morrow.** 



' <* No letter," replied (he, " for I 
wrote very lately : but a thoufand kind 
jnelTages, to our dear Sophia in parti- 
cular.'* 

Then pauling a moment, and thinking 
there would be a fpecies of affedation in 
fo manifeftiy avoiding to mention Lady 
Julia, (he prefently added, " And tb 
Lady Julia Leyburnc likewife, when you 
fee her/' 

Sir Edgar fuppreffed a figh, and, after 
a (hort filence, faid, *' Have you written 
to Lady Julia alfo lately ? or fhall I be 
the firft to announce to her the reports 
that are circulated concerning you ?" 

Clarentine bluflied, but affefting to 
fpeak with gaiety, replied, ** Till Lady 
Julia can repay me by fome fimilar intel- 
ligence, (he might accufe me of defigning 
indireftly to reproach her for her cruelty, 
were I to fpeak too early of my own" — 
(he hefitated for a word that would with 
propriety exprefs her meaning, but find- 

voL. m. Li v^"^ 
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• 

ing none that flie liked^ bluihed yet 
deeper than before, and heartily repented, 
having gone fo far. 

Sir Edgar, fancying he had interpreted 
that meaning, fupplied the deficiency for 
lier.. ^' Of your own tendernefs r* Caid 
he — " Was not that what you would have 
added? Ob, deareft Mifs Etelmington, 
may that tendernefs, defervedly as J hope 
it is beftowed, be but as fervently, .a« 
gratefully returned, as it muft involunta- 
rily be envied' V"'h^ dapped, his eyes 
gliftened; Clarentine, 4oq, felt lier's fill 
with tears> and was compelled to turn 
away her head : recovering more firmnefs, 
however, he at length added — " Pardon 
me, moll gentle, mod beloved of human 
beings! — This is not language in which 
I ought now — I ought ever^ diftinft as 
were our fentiments, to have addreffed 
you ! It is the laft time I will permit 
myfclf to hold it; but your own foftnefs, 
and the angelic compaffion you have 
fliewn mc, drew it from me! When next 
we meet, to uiter it would be criminal : 
fuffer me therefore, as a relief to my 
burfting hearty this one — this only" — 

« No, 



CLARENTINS. 2X9 

• ^* No, ho," interrupted Clarentine, 
though not with anger, yet. with feriouf- 
nefs, " You have fold more already than^ 
fituated as we mutually are, I ought to 
have allowed. From this moment^ Sir 
Edgar^ we fee each. other, wc converfct 
. but as broihef and as filter, or we fee 
^ach other, w€ converfe no mot^e !" 
• ^' I fubmit to your terms/' cried he; 
^^ they are tbofe which, from this day- 
forward, I meant ftriQly to obferve. Too 
long, dear Clarentine, have I beeii4nuTed 
to the painful talk of felfreftraint, to * 
diftruft the fuccefs with which I (hall in 
future praBife k. I have known every 
degree of wretchednefs, borne every fpe. 
cies of torment, which doubt, the appre- 
benfion of deteftion, and the pangs of dif- 
appointment, could inflift — borne them, 
though not with unremitting, yet with ge. - 
neral fortitude ! if, at fo early a period, I ' 
could do this — fuffer, yet diffemble— ^ 
fmile, yet be in anguifli — ah, need you 
fear the courage I {hall now exert ! — A 
youth of forrow ftiould make an old age 
of philofophy : who knows," added he 
forcing a melancholy fmile, " what youy 
Edgar may one day become ?*' 
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• '« Ho Will become/* cried Clarentine, 
turning towards him with eameftneHi, and 
(no ene being by) giving bim her haod««» 
<< he wiH become^ I doubt not^ as happy 
as with worth, honour, and integrity, fuch 
as he poiTenies, he deferves to be i. You 
have a di'Tpofition, dear Edgar^ formed 
for domeftic felicity^-^uhivate your ua* 
sural love for it; attach youcfelf to thofe 
you live with; and, above aJi^ cherifli 
and be kind to the affeflionatc and lovely 
partner whom you are deftined to fpend 
your life with.'* 

" Dcareft Clarentine," cried he, pene- 
trated by her kindnefs, and preffiqg to his 
bofom the hand he held, '^ how dues this 
friendfhip, and the intereft concerning 
nic you fo generoufly exprefs, footh and 
confolc me! Yes, beft of women! 1 will 
be all your excellent heart can wifli! 
She who has been chofen for n)e, 1 will 
feek to.deferve and render happy; the 
duties, whether public or private, that 
may in the courfe of my future life be 
impofed upon me, I will endeavour to 
fulfil with exactitude and fpiril : you fhall 
be my fecret guide, the unknown fpring 
of all my aftiotvs; -^out tu^udly fmilc 
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(hall reward^ your approbation ftimulate 
my exertions ; and whatever may be my 
late, or my fuccefs, Clarentine never Ihall 
bare caofe to blufli for the voluntary 
errors of the friend of her infancy — the 
imperfeft copy, but the faithful ^eve^ 
rencer of her virtues ?'* 

He then, feeing her to6 much affeBed 
to be able to fpeak, kiiTed her hand with 
an exprefiion that equally partook of ten- 
demefs and refped, and haftened out of 
the room. 

Though cheered by his fair j^fomifea, 
Clarentine was yet fo fenfibly touched by 
all that had paifed, that (he remained, 
after he had left her, motionlefs and in 
tears, forgetting where (he was, till roufcd 
by tbc re-entrance, ifrom an adjoining 
loom, of Mr« and Mifs Manners. 

*♦ What? ift our young Sir Dolorous 
gone V* dried the latter^ ^slUj approaching 
her — Clarentine, rifing and Walking to- 
wards one of the piBures^ in a low voice 
anfweredrMn thd affinnadve, without ven- 
turing to l6ok round. 

Mifs Mai^ners, perfeQly content, thought 
of him no more^ but the next minute 
begtn lalkiog of other fubjeGU, criticifing 

L 3 thft 



the drch and appearance of every nevr 
coiner, admiring the di£Ferent paintings^ 
yet fcarcely looking at any one of them 
two minutes together, fanning fchemes 
of picafare for the next day, reproaching 
Clarentine for not flaying whb them 
longer, and wondering what her mother 
would find to (iay to alt the ftupid quizzes 
who were that morning to call upon her. 

This thoughtlefs. rattle relieved Cla* 
rentine, and gave her time to recover 
her ufual tranquillity. They remained 
in the Gallery till a late hour, Mifs Man- 
ners protefting fhe would not. go home 
whiUt there was any chance of finding the 
quizzes there, and then walked back to 
Albemarle- ftreet. 

Somcrfct, releafed from his morning 
engagement^ called in foon after dinner, 
and when Clarentine took her leave, 
would not be denied the fatisfa&ion of 
attending her home. 

In their way to Hampftead, (he ac- 
knowledged tO' him, with the ingenuous 
franknefs that charaderifed her difpofi- 
tion, the meeting of the morning, and 
repeated to him the honourable aflurances 
Sir Edgar had given her as well with rc« 

gard: 
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gaLtdto his future conduct, as to the fen- 
riments with which hereafter he defigned 
to meet her. 

Somerfet, with a heart fo well formed 
to feel the value of this confidence and 
candour, exprefled his gratitude in the 
mod animated terms ; and joined with her 
in uttering the fincereft good wiflies for 
the returning peace of mind of one whom 
he knew was fo juftly dear to her. 

** As for Mr Eltham/' added he, with 
a fmile^ *' the pride and refentment which 
]|FOur rejeftion occafioned, has, I plainly 
perceive, cured him completely. Sir 
Edgar's felf-conqueft is^ folely the refult 
of eflfort and principle — his is the cffefcl 
of indignation: He* fpeaks of you with 
extreme refpcft, but at the fame time with 
a certain ^\roi hauteur which amul'ed me 
extremely, and which, as it proved to me 
that his angry heart was but a fecondary 
liifferer in- the bufinefs, amufed me alfo 
without fcruple;" 

**- 1- have fome defign,*' cried Claren- 
tine, with affe£led gravity, " to make an 
experiment of this kind upon yow, I 
fhould be curious to know^ upon being 

L 4 difcarded 
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difcarded which would predominate ib 
your mind) anger or forrow." 

" Oh, my beloved Clarentine," cried 
he^ fnatcbing her hand, ^^ ftart not fuch 
an idea to my affrighted imagination ! I 
cannot beaj* it even in raillery l" 

Clarentine drew away her hand, and 
with a laugh, faid — '^ If you are lb fuf^ 
ceptible of a little irony, Mr* Somerlet^ 
what would you have done had you had 
fuch a gay creature as Sophia to contend 
with ?" 

^^ 1 ihould have been driven to diilrac* 
tion; or rather, as a lover, atleaft*, I 
never fhpuld have contended with' her at 
all. The mildnefs and fenlibility of my 
Clarentine fuit far better with my temper 
than would that mif-placed wit, which 
fports with the affedions of the heart, and 

makes a jell even of the mod ferious feeU 

■ • »i 
mgs. 

*' Ah," cjried Clarentine, carneftly, " if 

fuch is the levity of nature you afcribe to 

Sophia, you wrong her cruelly I In the 

fir (I place, (he neither afpires, nor in fa£i 

pofleiTes any claim to the charaQer of a 

wit', and in the next, her difpofition is 

kindnefs and benevolence itfelf. Hers is 

all 
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all harmlcTs ^lid innocent pleafantry, re- 
fftlting from real gaiety of hearty and as 
folally unmixed with acrimony, as it is 
free from the moil diftant intention of of- 
fending !" 

«« I allow her every excellence*" faid 
Sometfet, «^ you attribute to her, and 
yet/' continued he, finiling, ^^ if I had 
been ferioufly attached to her, and flie 
had treated me with the carelefs volatility 
vich "which, whilftal Delmington, I often 
faw her treat Mr. Eltham, I much doubt 
whether, like hhn, I could with |)atience 
ba^e indured it.'* 

^ Yours is not a chata£ker,'' faid Cla- 
rentine, ^^ which tilce his would have 
isaUed that volatility forth, and therefore 
upon you h would never have been tried ; it 
iuits Mr. £ltbam, however, exactly, and 
by amufing, will contribute to attach him 
with far more conftancy than a difpoiitioa 
' tofs airy and lefs fpirited could have any 
chance of doing,'* ' 

She then g^ve a diflRsrent turn to the 
Conversation, and foon after they (lopped 
at Mr. Lenham's. j 

The anfwer wiiich Somerfet expefied ' 
witb So much iispi^ticnce fromJL^adys X>tir 

L 5 \S!L\TV^^^Irf^ 
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mington^ arrived at his houfe in toym 
early on the fifth day after he had^ritten 
to her. He was at Hampftead when k 
was delivered, but having left orders that 
whatever letters came for him in his ab- 
fence fliould immediately be brought after 
him, one of his fervants rode thither with. 
it full fpeed, and- ali^ted at Mn L,cn- 
ham's gate juft- as he and: ClStrentine were- 
valkingup to it, on their rctnrn from a 
morning vifit they had been, making tOs 
Mrs* Denbigh.. 

Joy, hope, and* rapture, animated the 
eyes of Somerfet, and brightened his wholt 
countenance as he received and looked: 
at the vttcome poft-mark of tins moft ar?- 
dently defired letter;. CLarentine okr 
ferved his emotion, and^byaqnick glance 
at the direQion, bbferving. likewife whofc 
was the hand that had written^ it^ filently 
withdrew her arm from within his, and 
all confcioufneCs and etnotion in her turn^ 
walked haftily into thehoufe, 

In'a few minutes, Somerfet, with una* 
>atcd extafy, - followed, bexx She had 
taken refuge in Mr. Lenham's ftudy, which 
at that hour of the day, he being engaged 
with his pupils, was almoft always empty, 
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and was there traverfing the floor with 
.agitated fteps, when he entered and flew 

to her — 

Oh, now,'* cried he, feizing her hand 
and prelfing it with fervour to bis lips, 
" Oh, now, bcfl beloved of my heart, I 
may indeed call you my own, my ever- 
deftined CFarentine ! All fufpences at an 
end, all doubts, all fear» eternally re^ 
moved, you are mine for Jife, irrevoca- 
h\y. and folely mine !. Read, dearefl of 
creatures, read. and conBrm to me by one 
kind look the tranfporting contents of 
this enchanting letter!. You faid that 
upon thofe contents my fate (hould de- 
pend; ratify that promife, and tell me you 
ue:all my own!" 

Gently difengaging herfelf from his 
}lold, deeply blufhing, yet attempting to 
laugh at his earneflnefs and unwonted im- 
petuofity, Clarentine took the letter, and 
moving towards a chair, fat down to read 
it, Somerfct placing bimfelf next her. 

The ccmfent for which Lady Delmingr 
ion bad been folicited.was granted, fh^ 
found, with the readied alacrity, and the 
^Qod wilhes .and feliciutions to both par* 
ties which followed it were cordial and 

JL 6 animated. 
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animated. The letter, boweTer^ was ibort 
though fatisfa^ory, and iogenioufly as 
Clarentine fought to gain time by pro- 
longing its penifal, ihe wa« at length com^* 
peHed to own (he bad coneioded it, and 
obliged to . anfwer his eager fuppUca* 
tions — 

" What can I fay to y6tt, Mr* Somer- 
fet?** cried flic, hefiuting and embar* 
raffed. '^ You do not fafpeft me of d^ 
figning to x'ecall the word I fo tatelf 
pa fled? Why then prefs me to fpeak? 
What would you hare me add ?" 

*' That you will now," anfwered be, 
vrith warmth, '' receive my faith imme* 
diately ; no one obftacle ftands betweetl 
us, but wholly on your decifion and oft 
your mercy reft my hopes f " 

Clarentine, abaflied and hefitating, ftill 
hung back, and (till evaded fixing any 
pofiiive time, till Somerfet, no longer 
able to command his impatience, named 
himfelf fo very early a period, that, ra- 
ther than permit him, by her filence, to 
conclude the propofal met with, her con« 
currcnce, ftie was forced herfelf to dc* 
cide opon the laft day of the foUowiflg 

^«k. 

This 
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Tbis coitccffion gained, he tlien left 
her, all gratitude and delight, and haf- 
tened back to town in order immediatel/ 
to iet on foot the neceffary preparalioos 
for their marriage. 



5il 
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Three days after tW* arrangement had 
been tnade, Clarentine was much fur- 
prifed again to receive a letter from So* 
phia — 

TO MISS KfilMlN61»«. 

,. Delmington-Hoiife, Feb.. 17. 

•* • . 

*^ When I Cent off my laft letter, I con- 
cloded that aa we were to meet fp foot), 
nothing was likely to occur, that could 
make me defirous of writing again ; I wstf 
mxftaken^ . boweyeri as upQ» a thoufand 
occa(ion» has happened to me beibre, and 
I feel that I muft either once more relievp 
xny mind by a little literary prefingi or be 
acceflbry myfelf to its .going wUd.. . 
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<<' Our two wanderers, Edgar andThis 
friend, returned to us yefterday ; Heaven 
only knows why they ever left . us ; Mr. 
Eltham faid it was to make fome indifpen- 
fable arrangements previous to a certain 
event, and Edgar aflured us it was merely 
to bear him company. It is as well to 
feem credulbus when people take pains to 
deceive you^ and fo when they are by, I 
appear alb faith and truft; but to fpeakv 
honeftly, my own private opinion is, that 
they went for no otherpurpofe than — iogo 
to the Opera! — rStrange that two rational 
creatures . (hould travel fo many- miles 
upon fuch an errand I So it is, howeven 
and to the Opera they both haftened the 
very firfl night of their. arrival. 

" There is a mild and gentle being in 
the WOT Id, whom you- have occafionally 
heard me mention by the nameof Claren- 
tine Delmington. who,iiot«n- hundred years 
ago, was anobjca of nearly equal adora- 
tion to both thcfe operatical adventurers. 
With this fair creature, this perfeft fern- 
blance of . ^vhUe^, o.^et inmccnce— fpcaking 
ft>ft and fmiling fweet-they «et, on their 
way to lome room or other adjoining to 
the theatre. Their feelings upon the oc. 

cafion 



eafibn were rather awkward, fince, in ad^ 
dition to the emotion which, her fuddeo 
appearance excited, they, had .the pang3 of 
envy, to contend with ; for this lovely dam^ 
fel) fo relentlefs and fo inexorable unto 
tbem^ was leanings with, looks of cordial' 
fatisfjidion, upon the arm of another man^ 
which other man they had but too much 
reafon ta fufpe£t was their favoured fuc* 
ceflbr r. . 

^« O, what a treat it would have been* 
to me to have feen this matchlefs trium^r 
viraxe at the moment their eyes firft niet.I 
I except. poor Edgar^ however ^ it would 
have given me nothing, but concern to 
have witneiTedthe pain whieb he, L doubt 
not, felt: hut as for. Meflrs^ Ehham and 
Somerfet, their countenances!' think mult 
have been delightful.. To have pitied 
either VKould have been a farce.; one was> 
upon the poijit. of marriage with the chofen 
miftrefs of. his heart — and the. other, we 
muft all allow, was. in a yet more enviable 
fituation, being engaged.to fuch'aphoenix 
as your Sophia. Befides, Eltham^. when 
he mentioned the circumftanc<), did it 
with an air U> cafy. and unembarraiTed, 
that I venture to flatter, myfelf. it made 
but little imprelfion upon his mind ; he 
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met mo not afterwards with one atom tefs 
vivacity or good humour) and appears not 
in the flighted degree more thoughtfol or 
more deprefled. Alt therefore ihai bis 
afpe6t teftified, I imagine^ was furprife, 
mixed perhaps with a trifling expreffion 
of offended felf-confequence. The poor 
gentleman is fiill a little fplenetic, I aflUre 
you, when that horrible word rijeOm 
comes acrofs his mind! How food he 
means cordially to forgive you I know 
not ; he feems more difpofed towards it, 
however, than I once thoiight be evet 
would be ; and therefore I am not with- 
out hopes, that when we all meet I ihall 
perfuade him to take you by the hand and 
a(k you to be friends with him; pray do 
not refufe him, if you ftiU mean to con- 
tinue friends with me. 

** As for Edgar (who, by the way, my 
mother has no fufpicion of your having 
feen) he never fpeaks of you without iht 
extremeft veneration and gratitude. We 
have had a long conference together con- 
cerning you, and he tells me that your be- 
haviour to him was truly that of an angel! 
Deareft girl, how do I love you for yoxkt 
fwetlntfs and fympathy to this beft of 



brothers t It hat calmed his agitated 
mind, and been balm to his wounded 
hearts You have protnifed hhn, be &ys, 
your future friendfhip^ y our j|^#r/y friend* 
£hip; you wept over the too &ithful picr 
ture he drew of hh long fuiferings; you 
fpoke peace and affeftion to him-^and 
with the kindeil advice, uttered the moft 
benevolent good wifhes! ExCeMem and 
confiderate Ciarentine! never can I fufii- 
ciently thank you for a foftnefs fo well 
timed, a tendernels that has been io be* 
neficiall 

«^ Rejoicing that this firft meeting is 
over, he now affures me, that, although 
be never can fee you with indifiPerence, 
be fiiall henceforward fee you without 
any of thofe tumultuous fenfations which 
at that moment fo nearly overpowered 
him. I iincerely hope his predi6lion will 
be verified ; but, liieanwhile, cannot help 
feeling rather difpofed to bear him a little 
malice for having hitherto fo completely 
deceived me : I really thought him tho^ 
roughly recovered, for hia behaviour to 
Lady Julia this whole winter has uniform* 
ly been fo attentive, her pwn gentlenels 
leads him always to addrefs her with (uch 

foftnefs^ 
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SohnctSf and he feels for her, T am coru 
vincedy fo much intereft and regard, that 
it feemed to me impoflible he (hould- at 
the fame time harbour fuch an ardent af- 
£e£lion for another ohjtd. I fuppofc, 
however^ bis heart is very capacious as 
well as Mr. Eltham's; I am certain, at 
lead, it is very difficult tO' read* 

" I fay nothing, to you, my beloved 
Clarentine, of the letter my mother lately 
received from Mr. Somerfet. The idea 
of next Tuefday puts^ me in fuch a 
fright for myfelf, I have no courage to 
Q)eak of the approaching fright which, 
likewife awaits you. Lady Julia is fe 
generous as to laugh at my difmay ; her 
own turn, however, will come next 
September, and then I hope to have 
gained fpiiits to retaliate the favour in 
kind. 

" Mrs. Harrington has at length 
vouchfafcd to anl'wcr my mother's letter, 
and to ani'wer it, alfo, with far greater 
civility to our friend Kklmm. than I exr 
petted. His near relationfhip to Lord WcU 
wyn, whofe title (he refpefts infinitely more 
than his character; and his fplcndidfortunc, 
which beyond ev^ea tixic. iifelf (be re.- 

vcrcs. 
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Teres, ind\ice her to filence every ob* 
jcftion fhe would otherwife, I am per- 
Aiaded, make to the man himfelf, and 
courteoufly to- congratulate my mother 
upon SophiaV^r^ i luck. 

" Where (haH you be, deareft Claren* 
tine, the eighth of next month ? On that 
day we all expeft. to be in town, Lord 
Welwyn having confented, at his daugh* 
ter's earneft requeft and mine, to fet out 
at the fame time Mr. Eltham and I do* 
Impatient as^ I fhall be to (ee you, let mc 
hope you will not^ before then, have Teft 
the neighbourhood of London to ramble 
to any very formidable diftance with youc 
new pilot-: tell him I Ihall be extremely 
iingry with him if he fteers his lovely, 
prize into any remote harbour, and thatr 
be may expeft a whole fleet to be fcnt 
after him to win her. back again, 
• ^^ Do I talk good feaman's language it 
A£k him, dear Clarentine,. and when he 
has anfwered youj caft yoiir eyes once 
more upoa this paper,, and give me due 
credit for. the fincerity with which I fubf 
fcribe myfelf, 

** Your's^ moft affeftionately, 
*♦ And truly^ 

'* S. Delmington/* 
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PrcYious to the receipt of this letter, ft 
hmd been agreed between Clarentine and 
Somerfet) that immediately on their mar- 
riage they ihould go down to his feat in 
Northampton ihire. This plan they ftill 
adhered to, determining, however, to 
taake their abfence much fiioner than 
was originally intended, for the pleafure 
of meeting fooner with the friends whom 
they expeded, and bn whofe account 
they now decided to haften back to town 
before the expiration of a week. 

Their deliberation upon this fubjed was 
fcarcely tonduded, when Mi& Barclay 
entered, followed by one of the matdsi 
who, with a broad grin upon her face^ 
delivered to Clarentine«> a card faying^ 
*^ Mrs. Manners' footman^ Mifs, has juft 
brought that for you." 

Clarentine, wondering at her rifibility, 
held out her band for it^ and read alpud— * 

Mrs. Manners, 

At Home, 

Thurfday, March 4th, 

9 o'clock. 

" At hom^ ?*• repeated the unpraftifed 
Clarentine, ^^ and what then ?" 

w Lord," 
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^^ Lord,'^ exclaimed Mif3 Barclay, con- 

temptuoufly, ^^ don't you underftand wb^it 
then ? Why, ihe means to invite yoit to 
fome party^ on rburfday." 

" Ay, Mifs, it's true enougbt" cried 
the maid, vho, accuftoibed.to be treated 
by Mift Barclay with extreme faimliarity, 
made no fcrupLe^ irbea. fliC Va$ -prefent, 
of behaving with equai freedom berfelf, 
^ for I aflted the fervant about it^ and he 
told me Madam was to have a grand rout 
that day. For my part, I thought, may* 
he fhe had been to have coipe bi^re, and 
fo,. not being well, had fent you that, to 
let you know (he (hould flay ai h$me.*' 

Then, ftUl laughing heartily uwy edJ 
conc^it^ (he left the room. 

Clarentine now turning to Somerfet, 
faid — '* i am afhamed of betraying fucb 
ruftic ignorance, but do pray tell iipe, is 
this really meant as an invitation ?*' 

" Yes, really," anfwered he, fmiling, 

'' And are the giiefts never told what 
the/ are invited to i Whether to a ball, a 
card party, or a concert ?*' 

'^ Dear, no ;'* cried . Mifs Barclay, 
^ its taken for granted one hears all that 

before 
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before one goes, among pne*s acqiiaihl^ 



ance." 




** But what,'* refumed Clarehtine, 
^^ are thofe to do, who like me have no 
acquaintance ?** 

** Why take their chance^ and prepare 
thennfelves accordingly." 

** How prepare them felves ?** 

*• Lord, why by carrying money in 
their pocTkets chat they may be ready to 
play if afked, and by putting on light ihoei - 
that they may be equally ready to^dance." 

**' Thank you,'* cried Clarentine, bow-* 
ing, *• thefe inftruftions may be ex- 
tremely ufeful tome.'* 

'' You mean to go, then r" faid Somer- 
fet. 

** If I knew any lady I could go with, 
I fliould certainly/* 

" Oh, if it depends only upon that," 
cried Mifs Barclay, " / §iould like to ac- 
company you of all things." 

Clarentine looked alitile difconcerted, 
and Somerfet haftily rifing, walked to the 
chimney. 

Mifs Barclay thus went on — *' I'll tell 
you what, Mifs Delmington, you have 
ut to write a bit of a note to Mifs Man- 
to fay there's ay out\^\a^>j Vvn^^ m^ 
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•you who wi flies to be of your party, and 
Captain Somerfet can fend it to her when • 
be goe« back to town." 

« My dear Mifs Barclay," faid Oa- 
rentine^ mildly, " you would not wifli 1 
am fure, atiy more tha-n my felf^ to make 
your appearance at a great aflembly, fuch 
a« I prefume this will be, without fome 
married lady?*' 

« Perhaps Mrs. Denbigh may have ' 
been invited ; TU ftep to her houfe and 
a(k her." 

Then without waiting for that encou- 
ragement (he faw it was hopelefs to expeft, 
ihe ran up-ftairs for her cloak, and fet 
out alone for Mrs. Denbigh's. 

Clarentine and Somerfet remained, 
after (he was gone, lo6kmg at each other 
for fome minutes in filent, yet half laugh- 
ing amazement, at an ignorance of the 
world, and a forwardnefs at once fo con- 
ceited and fo vulgan 

Somerfet was the firft who at length 
fpoke — 

** Let not this ft range propofal diftrefs 
you, my Clarentine," laid he, " I (hall 
fee Manner's this evening,*and will com- 
miflion him to (late the cafe to his mother 
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and fiftery and prepare them to exped your 
ii^truding companion.'* 

** Wait, however, till Ihe retarns,'* faid 
Clarentine, ^' perhaps IVf rs. Denbigh may 
not be goings and then I (hall have an 
cxeeUeat excu je for detUning the invita- 
tion myfelf.'* 

In lefa than a quarter of an hoi^r Mjii 
Barclay came back, calling out trium- 
phandy as (he opened the parkmr door~ 
'^ Well, Mrs. Denbigh is a^d, fure 
enough, and means to go; fo'now there* 
for«, Mifs Dehnir^gtociy you have nothing 
to do but to write the note I told you of. 
Let me coniider," added (he, fitting down 
and looking very thoughtful, " next 
Thurfday, isn't it? Ay, I (hall have time 
enough to get my new gown made, and 
Hannah Gib Ton promifed to pin me up a 
cap whenever i wanted one." 

*^ And who is Hannah Gibfon?" en- 
quired Clarentine. 

** Why, fhe was a fchool fellow of mine, 
but her father died about a year ago, and 
left her fo poor, (he has bound herfelf 
^prentice to a milliner in Cranbourn alley. 
You can't imagine what tafty caps I have 
fcen of her luakiug ; all thofc that arc 
6 V>\vi<^ 
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hung lA the (hop window are moftly what 
Ihe did up, and every body admires them 
exceffively. If you like, I'll a(k her to 
contrive on^ for you." 

" I am much obliged to you,** faid Cla- 
rentine, fmiling, ^^ but I beg you will not 
trouble her." 

*^ Dear, fhe's very good-natured, and 
would think it no trouble, I dare fay; 
however, we have time enough to think 
about that — do you write the note now." 
. ** There is no neceffity to write at all ; 
Mr, Somerfet has undertaken to carry a 
verbal meflage to town, which will do 
quite as well." 

'Mifs Barclay, perfeftly fatisfied with 
this arrangement, then left them, and flew 
to the head of the kitchen ftairs to order 
one of the maids to run immediately for 
the mantua-maker. 

Somerfet, who could not help being 
amufed by the whole affair, and particu- 
larly by the obliging offer that had been 
made to Clarentine of applying in her be- 
half to the ingenious Hannah Gibfon, 
ftaid only to femonftrate with her ujx)ii 
having rejected fuch aflUlance, and mount* 

VOL, iiu M ing 
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ing his horfe, which at that moment wai 
brought to the door, rode back to town. 

•During breakfaft the next morning, 
OJarentine received a very polite note 
from Mrs. and Mifs Manners, expreffive 
of the plealure it would give them to fee 
her friend^ and inclofing for her a card 
fimilar to the one that had been fent the 
day before, which they requefled (he 
would deliver in their names. 

Mifs Barclay, whofe rage to be intro- 
duced into fafhionable fociety was as un- 
bounded as her quaHBcations to (hine in 
it were deficient, received this invitation 
with equal pride and rapture. In her own 
opinion fccure henceforward of moving 
only in the molt elegant circles, fhc enjoyed 
stlrcady in anticipation the envy which 
amongR her lefs fortunate acquaintance 
fhc flioiild excite, andthewondcrwhichfhe 
doubted not to inTpirc: even the tafty 
Hannah Gibfon fhc now began to think 
unworthy of the honour of adorning her; 
and rccollcfiing accidentally to have 
heard the fafhions of Cranbourn-Allcy a 
little derided, rofolvcd to befpeak every 
part of her head-drcfs upon this im- 
portant occaliou itovcv vW xcvore modifh 



CLARENTINE, ^43 

[nagazines that fo abundantly fupply the 
neighbourhood of Taviftock-ftreet. 

With this determination, as foon as 
breakfafl was over, fhe walked alone to 
town, carrying with her, in addition to 
what remained of her own allowance, a 
painfully-extorted half guinea^ the reluc- 
tant produce of her mother s bounty. 

On her return, about half an hour be- 
fore dinner was announced^ not finding 
,Clarentine in the parlour, fhie ran up to 
her room to impart to her the fuccefs of 
her expedition, 

*' Lord, how comfortable you are fit-, 
ting here,"-cried fhe, as fhe flung open the 
door — " as for me, I ha v 'n't a leg to 
{land uponj I do believe I hav'n't walked 
lefs than eight miles : I have made fome 
excellent bargains,, however, and have 
bought the fweetefl necklace and ear-, 
rings you ever faw ! Only look," added 
fhe, taking a little box out of her pocket, 
and eagerly difplaying its contents, " what 
a beautiful colour thefc beads are ; I got 
them next door to where I went about my 
cap ; — do you like them ?" 

'' I dare fay," anfwered Clarentine 
evafively, ** they will be veiry much ad* 

M 2 ^\\^^\ 
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•mired ; but what fuccefs had you with re- 
gard to your cap ?" 

" O dear, I didVt buy any, for they 
told me it would be much better to chufe 
fbmething that 1 could pin on my (elf in the 
•vray of a fancy turban ; fo I fixed upon a 
fpangled gauze, and to-morrow I am to 
have fome very fmart ornaments fcnt 
Jhome to wear with it." 

Clarentine was beginning to congratu- 
late her upon having been able fo well to 
fuit her tafte, when haftily interrupting 
;her,Mifs Barclay faid, " now I know you 
muft have bought a great many n^w things 
againft your wedding ; do let me fee fome 
of them: — what do you intend to be 
txnarried in ?" 

** Indeed," faid Clarentine, colouring 
and half fmiling— " I have not yet thought 
about it." 

«• No ?— well, that's the oddeft thing I 
ever heard of! — In your place I fhould 
already have fettled every individual ar- 
ticle I meant to wear; to be fure, how- 
ever, you intend to go to church in 
white?" 

To this, Clarentine, not very defirous 
cf dwelling upou ih^ txxb^^Q:^ made fome 
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flfght, carelefs anfwerf and then added— - 
•* Did you fee any body in town whonv 
you knew ?" 

** Yes, I faw Mrs. Hertford driving at* 
an immenfe rate along PalUMall in a dafli^ 
ing new chariot : 1 wonder whofe it was^ 
and why (he never let me know ftie was 
come home.'* 

" Ah," thought Clarentine, <« there is* 
no chance, I hope, of her making any 
advances towards a renewal of her former 
4titimacy in this houfe, whilft Sonierfct 
vifits at it fo often, and I continue to in- 
habit it.'* 

They were now called down to dinner, 
and an end was put for that time to Mifs* 
Barclay's interrogations. 

The next day, however, Clarentine had 
all the fatigue to undergo of examining . 
and praifing the taftelefs finery fhe had 
befpoke, and which (confiding of gaudy 
ribbons, fhewy flowers, and coloured 
gauzes) arrived, to the great joy of the im- 
patient expeQant, early in the courfe of the 
morning. Her difcourfe, throughout the 
whole afternoon, turned upon nothing but 
the moft fafhionablc method of arranging 
^hefe various decorations i and fo com- 
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plctcly (lid (he even furfcit her mother upon 
the fubjefct, indifferent as fhe generally was " 
to what was paffing,that, at length, exerting 
an unufual degree of authority, fhe called 
ihe maid, and infpiteof all Mifs Lucy's in- 
dignant remonftranccs, very peremptorily 
ordered her to bundle all the lawdty hum'^ 
firy into a band-box together, and hoifi 
with it up ftairs direflly. 

Diragreeable to Clarentine as were 
thefe contentions, it was yet a rdief to 
her upon the prefent occafion to oe ex- 
empted from any further confultations; 
and the more fo, as a few minutes after the 
removal took place, Somerfet appeared 
at the gate, and entered the houfe* 
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The hour at length arrived fo ardently 
defired by Mifs Barclay, and fo gladly 
bailed by Clarentine likewife, (who, fick- 
enqi^ of the very name of an aflfembly, was 
anxious to have it over) when they were 
informed the carriage was at "the dooc 
which was to convey them to Albemarle- 
ftreet ; they flopped for Mrs. Denbigh in 
their way, and then proceeded immcdi* 
ately to town. 

On their arrival at Mr«, Manners', So- 
merfct, hearing their names announced, 
haftened out to meet them at the liead of 
the ftairs; he reproached them for being 
folate (it .was then cx)nfiderably paft tea 
o*clock),and direfling them where to find 
Mifs Manners, after they had fpoken to 
her mother at the door, followed them 
acrofs the room. 

■ The reception that was given to Mifs 
Barclay in favour of theperfons Ihe came 

M 4 ^^\^^ 
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wUh, was cxiremcly polite, and did ho- 
nour to the confiderate good nature with 
which Somerfet had taken the trouble to 
prepare them for her introduBion : the 
flaunting (hewincfs of her drefs howeveri 
parliLularly when contraded with that 
of her companion ^hich was all fimplicity) 
appeared among the young people who 
furrounded Mifs Manners to excite a 
mixture of furprifc and ridicule. Some 
(hruggcd their fliouldcrs with an ai| of 
cold contempt, ubilll others, after ftaring 
at her from head to foot widi the moil 
fledfalt curiofity, turned upon their heel 
with a half-Hi fled laugh, and tripped 
away to comntunicatc their faicaftic ob- 
fcivatic^ns to a flillcrcni party. 

'I o all ilii:;, MiUuiiaiely lor her, Mifs 
Tarclay, at the height of her ambition, 
fcH-fdiisficd aiul elated, was totally in- 
fciifiblp : carelcls what the women thought 
of her, (he fcarccly noticed any of them; 
but at the approach of every frcfh gen- 
tleman wlio addrcffed Somerfet, her 
heart fluttered, her face affurned a com* 
placeut (inile, and in the hope of exciting 
attention (he in(tantly began a giggling 
fort oi convcrfation with Clarentine, 
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which lafted, with an afFe6lation of infan- 
tine vivacity, till, one by one, they again 
retreated, and fhe was left only with the 
ladies. 

Meanwhile Mrs. Denbigh, feeing them 
provided with feats and peculiarly at- 
tended to by Mifs Manners, who (lationed 
next to XTlarentine fcarcely fpoke to any 
one elfe, confented, after fome time, to 
fit down to cards, and had juft left them 
for that purpofe, when Mr. Lea, fmiling 
and bowing with all his wonted x:our- 
teoufnefs, approached them — 

*^ This animal," faid Mifs Manners, in 
a liafty whifper to Clarentine as he ad- 
vanced, ^^ has taken it into his head to 
marry *(ince you (aw him : I long to 
Icnow which is his wife/* 

Then turning to him — ^^ How do you 
do, my dear Sir ?" cried fh)e ; "* I hope 
you have brought Mrs. Lea with yo.u ? In 
what part of the room am I look for her,?*' 

Mr. Lea, in anfwer to this, touched a 
lady's elbow, who, with her back towards 
them, was converfing with a group' of 
gentlemen at fome diftance, and on her 
turnitvg half round faid, <^ My dear, allow 
mc; this is Mifs Manners^" and taking 

M 5 ^ Vtx 
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her hand, he drew her towards them, and 
in the perfon of his wife, difcovered to 
the half-petrified Clarentine, and the no 
lefs wondering Mifs Barclay, the form 
and features of Mrs. Hertford! 

'* I.ord!" exclaimed Lucy, abruptly 
addreffing her, ** is it you ? Well,- to be 
fure you have got over your difappoint- 
ment pretty quick! How long have you 
been married ? and when did you come 
to town ?" 

Mrs. Hertford, or rather Mrs Lea, 
coloured, but made no anfwer, to thofe 
blunt enquiries, contenting herfelf, after 
a formal curtfey, to Mifs Manners, who 
had rifen at her approach, to beftow upon 
her late confident a fight ijxclination of 
the head; and then moving away again, 
(he renewed the converfation her huf- 
band had interrupted. 

" Do you know the lady ?" faid Mifs 
Manners in a low voice to Lucy — 

" Dear, yes, Madam, I have known 
her ever fo long, and I can't imagine why 
fhe would not fpeak to me; it's very im- 
pertinent, I muft fay, and I have ^a 
monftrous mind to go and have a little 
converfation with her about it/* 

^/ No^ 
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^« No, no," cried Clarentine — " for 
Heaven fake do not think of it!" 

" What is it againft which Mifs DeU 
mington is fo earneftly remonftrating ?'* 
faid Mr. Manners, who with Somerfet 
juft then walked up to them, 

Clarentine, terrified, left,, in the hear- 
ing of Mr. Lea who ftill kept his poft 
near them, Mifs Barclay fhould blunder 
out any untimely explanation, was upon 
the point of entreating her in a low voice . 
to be careful of what flie faid, when fhe 
faw her fuddenly ftart up, and as Mrs, 
Lea was eroding the room t6 fit down^ 
follow, and place herfelf next her. 

Mifs Manners laughed, and leaning 
towards Clarentine faid, " is your friend 
going to quarrel with the poor bride?" 

*' I hope not; but indeed it's very ppf- 
fible; let me entreat you to go with m© 
into the next room, for I could not bear 
to witnefs any fcene of that fort." . 

'' Dear ! as I know fo little of either of 
the parties, fach a battle would entertain 
me extremely : however,* 111 gg wh&re- 
cver you like." 

So faying. fhe arofe,- and armin arm 
tbey walked into the adjoining apartment. 

M 6 S^:y®i^\fex 
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Somerfet and his friend followed tbem^ 
and the former feizing the firft oprpor- 
tunity of fpeaking to Clarentine unheard, 
faid, with feme anxiety — 

•* What drove you hither with fuch 
precipitation ?*' 

She explained to him as briefly as fhe 
could her reafons sind then aiked him 
l^hether he had yet feen or fpoken to Mrs. 
Lea herfelf ?— . 

** No," anfwered he gravely, " nor do 
I wifli it." 

Mifs Manner?; now addrefling her 
brother faid^ ^^ Have you been prefented 
to Mr. Lea's pretty wife r " 

*' Yes ; the happy bridegroom did me 
that honour yefterday ^ I met him whilft 
I was riding out, and he in fitted upon 
xny going home with him folely for that 
purpofe. 

** Well ?•*— 

•* Well— I beheld, admired, bowed 
and retreated.'* — i 

** Did not vou like her then ?" 

** / had more reafon to like her than 

ner poor cringing booby of a mate, for 

« *c fame time that flie treated him with 

*K>ft ineffable contempt, ihe behaved 

to 
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to me with the utmolt fweetnefs and com- 
placency.*' 

^* With contempt already!" cried Mifs 
Manners — *' Good God, then, why did 
flie marry him ?" 

*^ Mr. Lea/' anfwered her brotherj 
drily, " is worth 1200L per annum." 

" And was that the bell reafon fhc had 
for accepting him ?'' 

*' Draw your own inferences from what 
you have heard," replied hej and turning 
away, he walked up to another party. — - 

To Clarentine's infinite joy, Mifs Bar- 
clay rejoined them no more till Mrs. 
Denbigh's game broke up, and Somerfet's 
carriage, in which they were to returni 
was announceti. 

In their way to the outward room, 
whilft Mrs. Denbigh (lopped a few minutes 
to take leave of fome ladies of her ac- 
quaintance, Clarentine again perceived 
Mrs. Lea feated near the place where 
they were (landing : (he purpofely 
avoided looking towards her, but bear- 
ing her own name mentioned, could not^ 
with equal forbearance, refift giving 
fome attention to what wa« pafling. 

i Th<5 
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The perfon to whom (he was fpeaking 
was a young man, who, with his eyes 
fixed upon Clarentine, feemed to have 
been earneftly enquiring who flie was — 

" Whatever fhe is now matters very 
little," anfwcred Mrs. Lea, in a half 
whifper, " lince her rank and fituation 
will in a few days be entirely changed.** 
*' Is (he, then, going to be married ?" 
•* Yes; fhe forms a brilliant con- 
nexion with a man of large fortune; 
whom, after ufing extremely ill for many 
months, (he at length, iii the failure of 
two others, (a young Barx)net, and the 
nephew of an Ear4,) condefcends to 
accept." 

" She's a beautiful creature." 
" Yes, a pretty fort- of a girl, fomewhat 
haughty and vain, however, but you 
animals contribute to fpoil all thefe rural 
beauties by your unbounded flattery; they 
are not ufed to fuch fine things, poor 
fouls, wlien ti.ey firft creep out of theiif 
caves, and if you had any mercy you 
would moderate the dofes a little, and be 
content to turn their heads by degrees, 
rather than fet them a fpinning all at once! 
As for little Delmington, her hopes were 

taifed 
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raifed fo high when fhe firft left hef 
native wilds, that it's teri to one if Ihe 
does not aftually give herfelf great credit 
for having had the humility to (loop to 
any thing under a Duchefs's title ! Thefe 
mifTes all come flocking up to town with 
Lady Coventry's fuccefs in their heads^ 
and while their milkmaid-bloom laft», 
feel fo fecure of triumph, that they negleft 
or mifmanage, the firft three months, more 
fplendrd opportunities than they ever 
obtain afterwards with the beft laid plans 
in the world." 

♦* Who is it fhe marries?" 

•' Do you know Captain Somerfet ?** 

« No/* 

" That's him 'ftanding yonder with Mr. 
Manners — He's what grave and fage 
people call a worthy, good creature, and 
what I call a fine young man, very eafy 
to be duped however, very credulous 
and very unfufpicious." 

" Is that" faid Mrs. Lea*s friend, 
with a fignificant fmile, *' what the lady 
particularly requires ?' 

" Exaftly," anfwered fhe — 

Though Clarentine, it will eafily be 
fuppofed^ loft many fentedces of this 
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The perfon to whom (he was fpeaking 
was a young man, who, with his eyes 
fixed upon Clarentine, feemed to have 
been earneftly enquiring who (he was — • 

'' Whatever (he is now matters very 
little," anfwered Mr«. Lea, in a hulf 
whifper, " fince her rank and fituation 
will in a few days be entirely changed." 
*' Is (he, then, going to be married?" 
" Yes; (he forms a brilliant con- 
neftion with a man of large fortune; 
. whom, after ufing extremely ill for many 
momhs, (he at length, iii the failure of 
two others, (a young Barx)net, and the 
nephew of an Ear4,) condefcends to 
accept." 

" She's a beautiful croature." 
*' Yes, a pretty fort of a girl, fomewhat 
haughty and vain, however, but you 
animals contribute to fpoil all thefe rural 
beauties by your unbounded flattery j they 
are not ufed to fuch fine things, poor 
fouls, wlien they firft creep out of theii* 
caves, and if you had any mercy you 
would moderate the dofes a little, and be 
content to turn their heads by degrees, 
rather than fet them a fpinning all at once! 
As for little Delmington, her hopes were 
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raifed fo high when fhe firft left hef 
native wilds, that it's ten to one if Ihe 
does not aftually give herfelf great credit 
for having had the humility to (loop to 
any thing under a Duchefs's title ! Thefe 
mifTes all come flocking up to town with 
Lady Coventry's fuccefs in their headsj 
and while their milkmaid- bloom lafts, 
feel fo fecure of triumph, that they negleft 
or mifmanage, the firft three months, more 
fplendrd opportunities than they ever 
obtain afterwards with the beft laid plans 
in the world." 

♦* Who is it fhe marries?" 

•* Do you know Captain Somcrfet ?** 

« No." 

" That's him '(landing yonder with Mr. 
Manners — He's what grave and fage 
people call a worthy, good creature, and 
what I call a fine young man, very eafy 
to be duped however, very credulous 
and very unfufpicious." 

" Is that" faid Mrs. Lea*s friend, 
with a fignificant fmile, ** what the lady 
particularly requires? ' 

" Exaftly," anfwered fhe— • 

Though Clarentine, it will eafily be 
fuppofed^ loft many fentedces of this 
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charitable dialogue, fhe yet heard 
enough to tinge her cheeks with the 
dcepeft crimfon^ and to irritate her fo ex- 
tremely, that difdaining herfelf for hav- 
ing liftened to fo much, (he now moved 
abruptly towards the door, and waited 
there alone till Mrs. Denbigh and Mifs 
Barclay were ready to follow her. 

During their ride home, Mrs. Den- 
bigh being fatigued, and Glarentine in- 
dignantly meditating upon what fhe had 
heard, Mifs Barclay eAgroffed the con- 
vfirfation almoft excluiively. 

" Well, I declare," cried fhe, after 
they had proceeded fome way, ** if an 
angel from Heaven had come down a few 
weeks ago and told me Mrs. Hertford 
could ever have behaved to me as fhe 
did this evening, could ever have married ' 
fuch a fneaking,.mean, difagreeable look- 
ing wretch as that nafty little Mr. Lea, I 
fhould not have believed it ! She ufed to 
take fucb pains to perfuade me of her 
love for fomebody elfe, ufed to talk fo 
difintercftedly about it, make fuch fine 
parading profefTions of regard for me— 
and then, all at once, to accept fuch an 
^l>je£l merely for his money ; look at me 
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as if {he had never feen me before^ and 
treat me with fuch pride and negligence 1 
To be fure it's a good IcfTon — and if ever 
in future I triift quite fo much to people 
that fpeak me fo fair, I fhall wonder!" 

*' I am amazed to hear you talk of her 
thus," cried Mrs. Denbigh; " I faw you 
fitting together and apparently converfing 
fo amicably, that I concluded you were 
upon the beft terms imaginable." 

*' No fuch thing, though I can affupe 
you, (he was cunning enough to get mc 
to return to her every one of her letters 
before fiie went to Bath ; and fo as (he has 
now loft all fear of me, and 1 never had 
any reafon to fear her, we fpoke out to 
one another pretty plainly ! You may 
believe me or notas you will but this I ant 
fure of — {he's a bad woman, and as artful 
and {ly as a (erpent !" 

As neither Mrs. Denbigh nor Clarcni* 
rentine chofe to undertake her defenc^i, 
Mifs Barclay, exulting in the perfuafion 
that {he had carried convidion to their 
minds, and been the {irft to {iagger their 
good opinion o^Mjs. Lea, went on in the 
{kme drain with fuch perfeft felf compla* 
ccncy till the carriage ftopped, that {hort 
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as the ride had appeared to her whilft thus 
employed, fhe could fcarcely believe the 
coachman had driven to the right houfe% 



CHAP. XXIX. 

1 H£ fbllowing day, which was now the 
only one that remained previous to the 
moft important one of Clarentine's life, 
Somerfet, who fpent fhe greateft part of it 
at Mr. Lenham's, being alone with her 
towards the evening, faid— - 

'^ My Clarentine, I have been re- 
flefting with regret upon the difficulties^ 
which, at the diftance that feparates us, 
will prevent our feeing, your beloved 
Madame d*Arzele as often as I know you 
would wifii : can we fix upon no plan 
that might furmount thefe obltacles? 
would it be impoflTible to induce her to 
chufe fome habitation nearer to our own- 
neighbourhood?" 

" Attached as fhe is," anfwered Claren- 
tine, " to her prefent chearful, yet quiet 
little manfion, I fhould think it almoft 

cruel ^ 
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cruel, great as would be ihe happinefs I 
(hould derive from her fociety, to draw 
her from it, unlefs I knew of any other 
we could recomnfend as an equivalent 
for the one fhe would quit." 

" I confefs," refumed Somerfet, **that 
at this moment I know of none fuch ; but 
a very fliort time might enable me, with 
diligence and aftivity, to difcover one 
the very counterpart of that fhe now 
refides in : at all events, we could with 
eafe prevail upon her to fpend a few 
months in town every year, by means of 
making a proportionate addition to the 
little income my generous Clarentine has 
hitherto fpared her, and which, after this 
day, fhe will have invefled me with the 
right of encreafing." 

'' Dear and-.noble Somerfet!" cried 
Clarentine, holding out to him her handj 
the tears flarting into her eyes — '* Who 
half fo generous, fo confiderate as your- 
felf ! We will difcufs this fubjeft, how- 
ever, juft now, no further : I owe fo much 
already to your 3i(interefted liberality, 
that I cannot bear at prefent any ad-^ 
ditional weight of obligation. When 
Lord Wclwyn comes to town, talk the 
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matter over with him; it is right that 
before we attempt to remove from him 
fuch a neighbour he (hould be confulted : 
if he approves your plan, we will then 
devrfe together the means of obtaining 
her fanftion to it." 

Somerfet, fubfcribing unhefitatingly to 
this decifion, now darted a different topic, 
and remained with her till a late hour, 
talking over a variety of plans relating to 
their future way of life. 

' In addition to Mrs* Denbigh, whoits 
attendance Clarentine herfelf requefted, 
fce was accompanied to church the next 
morning, at that young lady*s own pVef« 
fing folicitation, by Mifs Barclay. Mr. 
Manners gave her away, and the ceremony 
was performed by the worthy Mr. Len- 
ham; after which, the travelling chaife 
that had waited for them at the door being 
ordered to draw up, Somerfet banded her 
into it, and inftantly following her, they 
fet out immediately for Vorthamptonfhire. 

On the enfuing Tueftiay, without wait- 
ing for a fummons, they returned to town, 
"and, driving poft, reached Clifford ftreet 
before the clofc of day. Clarentine, 
wkfioui lofs of time, diipatched a note to 
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Sophia at Mrs. Germaine's,, apprizing her 
of their arrival, and entreating to know 
when fhe could fee her. 

The fervant brought her back the fol- 
lowing anfwer : 

V MRS, SOMERSET. 

« Come to me, deareft creature, after 
breakfaft to-morrow. A convenient head- 
ach will keep me at home, and alone, the 
whole morning, as Mrs. Germaine is going 
about the town with Lady Julia and Har- 
riet to fhew fights, and Eltham has pro- 
mifed to be of their party. They know 
nothing of your return, for I chufe to 
have you entirely to myfelf the firft three 
hours, and the expeftation pf feeing you 
might make them all take it into their 
heads to ftay- at home. 

" I write this in horrid hafte; juft ef- 
caped from a drawing-room full of aunts 
and coufins, who have made my cars ring 
with congratulations till they have almofl 
ftunned me. Adieu, dear Clarentine, 

Somerfet, to whom Clarentine, when 
(he had read it, fhewed this note, fmiled 
as he gave it hack into her haitfl^axvdC%.\5i^ 
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«< It^ is fo evident, my love, your pretty 
friend wilhes for no third perfon to be 
prefent on your firft meeting, that I fliall 
defer my vifit to her till evening, and 
leave you to make your own at what hour 
fuits you beft in the morning. If I en- 
deavour, however, when you return, to 
draw from you the fecrets of fo myfterious 
an interview, you muft not be furprifed:- 
hufbands, you know, are privileged to 
be curious, and the privacy of this ap- 
pointment is fuchas toiexcite my ciiriofity ~ 
very ftronglyi" 

*• Are you aware," faid Clarentine, 
with equal gaiety, " that by thus remind- 
ing me of your privileges you put me 
upon my guard, and teach me the necef- 
fity of being cautious? NA'hatever I may 
hear, I (hall now come home fo well pre- 
pared to diflemble, that all your interro- 
gations will be ufelefs/* 

At one o'clock the next day the car- 
riage came to the door, and Clarentine 
getting into it, was driven to the houfe of 
Mrs. Germaine, in Portland Place. 

She was fbewn up ftairs on her arrival^ 
and left an inftant alone in a drefling- 
rooxiij the door of v^hich, however, was the 
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B.ext moment thrown open, and Sophia, 
fparkling with joy and breathlefs with ea« 
gernefs, flew into her arras. " Who fhall 
detain me/' cried flie, " when fuch a 
friend as this is here ? They are all below 
flill, my Clarentine ; but hearing your 
carriage flop, before the fervant could 
announce you,~^ I ruflied from thenf, at 
the hazard of breaking my neck, to fee 
and to embrace you. There — do you 
hear? Harriet is now fhrieking after met 
Begone, dear girl," added flie, fpeaking 
from the landing place, " I told, you be- 
fore I could not go wjth you ; I am en- 
gaged — I am bufy." 

Then haftily {hutting the door, and faf- 
tening the bolt, (he returned to Claren- 
tine, and drew her towards a fofa, upon 
which fhe feated herfelf next her. 

" Since you are thus unwilling, rtiy dear 
Sophia,'' faid Clarentine, apprebenfively, 
*' that our conference ihould be inter- 
rupted, I am very (orry 1 came fo early. 
The carriage that brought me will infal- 
libly betray us, for I gave no orders that 
it (hould drive oflF,^and the party below 
mull fee it at the door.'* 

«Ono; 
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** O no; I told one of the fervants^ as 
I ran through the hall, to difmifs it du 
re£tly : betides, Eltham is gone oat aU 
ready, and he would have been the only 
one amongft them who could have known 
tte livery.'* 

** But why all thefe precautions, So* 
phia? Why fo much fecrecy? Have we 
any thing very important to difcufs ?'* 

*« Perhaps not; but I don't chufe to 
make you popular till I have exhaufted 
all my ftore of family anecdotes. I am 
my own miftrefs now, Clarentine, or the 
deuce is in it! and asjong as I can, lam 
determined to fave you the mortification 
of being prefented to Mrs. Germaine. 
Oh, (he is the mod wearifome, infipid 
perfon, by whom the world was ever fur- 
feited ! ^ frolicking Mrs. Barclay in 
higher life, without half her vulgar ori- 
ginality, however, and con fequently with- 
out any of her coarfc entertainment! I 
am amazed how Lord Welwyn could fix 
upon fuch a woman to be the guide of 
Lady Julia. She will racket the poor 
girl into a confumption in lefs than a 
month, if fhe goes on as flie has begun.** 
I " Have 
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<< Have you, then^ had tim^ to go out 
much already ?" 

** O yes; we only arrived yefterday 

morning, and (he dragged us, two hours 

afterwards, to a thoufand different fhops; 

made a large party for the evening of her*s 

and Elthatn's relations; propofed this 

pretty expedition for to-day; and takes 

us all out to dinner, and then to tea and 

cards^ to-morrow/' 

*^ Is this perturbed lady very young ?" 

^^ No; an emaciated, antique fkeleton, 

worn out with diflipation and late hours !" 

*^ Deareft girl, what a coijifortlefs houfe 

for you to refide in ! How long (hall you 

be here ?" 

*^ O, as Ihort a time as poffible, be af- 
fured. Eltham has no great veneration 
for his amiable aunt any more than myfelf, 
and therefore I hope we (hall get out of 
town by the latter end of May/' 

" Alas ! poor Sophia ! Are you then 
to remain with her near three months ?" 
- ^^ Indeed I fear fo ; and, what is worfe, ^ 
in thofe three months (he will have given 
me fuch a thorough diftafte to London, 
that I fear I never ifhall be able to indure * 
i( again !" 

VOL. J II. N ^^^^^- 
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" Pcrhap*/* faid Glareirtine, fmiling, 
^' there may be no harm in that : yon had 
at one time for mied fiich lugh expe6tatk>ns 
of it, thait, had they been aU realized^ 
you migh4 have becosae an abfolute Lady 

*^ It is by no meai^ improbable^*' re- 
turned Sophia—" aad therefore^ if you 
will afliit me witk a few philoTophkal ar- 
guments, I will endeavoux to rea^Coa flfiy- 
felf into a belief that my being configned 
to- this odious old fiutterer is a v.ery fc^r- 
tunate circuniAance*" 

The fubjeft wa^ tlicn changed^ and 
Sophia, with her accuftomed animation 
andxgood humour, was beginning to alk 
a thoufand different queftions which Ihe 
fcarcely gave Clarentine time to anfwcr, 
when, hearing a quick ftcp upon the 
ftairs, ihe haftily faid^, with a look of vex- 
ation — 

*^ What now, I wonder ? Will tliofe 
creatures linger at home all day ?" 

As fhe fjfcke, fome one from without 

attempting to turn the lock, but finding.it 

'faftened, called out in a voice which they 

inftantly knew to be that of Eltham*— 

2 . " Sophia 
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f« Sophia^-'will you not give me admit- 
tance ?** 

"Yes;** anfwered (he, moving towards 
tlie door — .^ but who have you with you ? 
Are the ladies gone ?" 

*' They are; and I am come to know 
why you did not accompany them : pray 
don't keep me (landing here.** 

*' No, no — let him in for Heaven fake V* 
cried Clarentine, earneftly. 

Sophia laughed, and, in a low voice, 
faid— " Will ydu be very civil to him if 
he comes in?'* 

« Yes, certainly ?*' 

" And will you, Eltbara," refumed (he, . 
fpeaking loucEer^ ** be very civil to my 
companion if 1 allow you to join us?'* 

•^ Your companion? — Are you not 
jilonCj then?** 

" No; I have an exceeding pretty little 
French milliner (hut up with me. Shall 
you like to fee het ?** 

" Yes, yes : pretty 'or not pretty, open 
Ihe door before 1 lofe all patience!'* 

Sophia did fo; and Eltham haftily en-, 
tered, faying, " What ridiculous fabrica- 
tion"— but ftarting ^t (ight of Clarentine, 
be (lopped (hort, and bowing to \\« >»v^ 

N 2 ^^ 
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an air of mingled gravity and furprifcs 
** I beg your pardon, Madam,** cried he, 
«• I knew not that you were here." 

" Nor did I intend/* faid Sophia, " yoa 
Jbould know it ; I had a great many things 
to talk over with her, and meant to have 
excluded all intruders the whole mornings 
fince you have feen her, however, I inCIl 
upon it^ Eltham, that you once for all 
throw afide thofe petrifying formal looks^ 
and fpeak to her with the freedom and 
chearfulnefs of an old acquaintance.-^ 
There, go and wiOi her joy on her mar*. 
Tiage, and beg her to return die compli- 
ment." 

Eltham, who could not forbear laugh* 
ing, complied, however, with the bcft 
grace he was able, and taking Clarentine's 
hand, which he bowed upon as he fpoke, 
paid his compliments to her in terms 
equally unaffefted and well-bred. 

" This is as it Ihould be," cried So- 
plna, who, with looks of pleafure, had 
attended to the little ceremony. " You 
have acquitted yourfelf perfedly well, 
-t-ltham, and I now give you notice that 
^hiia we are in town, this dear creature, 
*5 often as 1 cau ipt^vaiil u^on her to let it 
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be fo, is to make one in all our parties, 
and to live \vith us as much as it is in her 
power. . It was highly neceffary, there- 
fore, you will allow, that all your four 
faces fhould difappear, and that, cordially 
and finccrely, you fhould (hake hands, 
and determine to meet as friends. ^You 
know the old ballad, Eltham ? 

*' Tom loved Mary paffing well, 
" But Mary fhe loved Harry." 

Remember^ ho,wever, that in future you 
are to love no other Mary than me; 
though you arc to be civil to them all. 
Ay, and to the Harrys, too ?"- 

Then bringing to him his hat, which) 
on his entrance, he had thrown down upon 
a table, fhe put it into hi» hand, and gently 
pu filing him towards the door, added-** 
" Now make us one of your beft bowsi, 
good friend, and don't let me fee you 
again till dinner/* 

" I will go, I think,'' faid Eltham, 
laughing, " and pour my complaints intc^ 
the fympathizing ears of Captain Somer- 
fet, from whom^ fince I prefumc he is no 
better treated than myfelf, I have not any 
doubt of obtaining the utmoft commifera- 
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tion. Shall I,** continacd he, addrcfling; 
Clarcntine, ^^ have any chance of finding 
him at home this morning?** 

" I left him there, Sir,*' anfwered flic, 
*« when I came out/' 

" Don't you mean^ then,*' faid Sophia, 
** to keep your appointment with Mrs. 
Germaineand Lady Julia?" 

*^ No ; your brother is gone with them, 
and therefore I referve myfelf for feme 
other occafion." 

He then bade them good morning, and 
left the room. 

Clarentine, who could not but appjaiki 
the part her rattling, but fenfible little 
friend had afled, and who fincerely re- 
joiced in the certainty flie now had of be- 
ing henceforward always treated by EU 
tham with friendly unrefcrve, ftaid with 
her till the return of Mrs. Germaine and 
her young companions. 

The delight with which fhe was met by 
Lady Julia was evident and flattering, 
and the warm attachment which had fub- 
fifted between them flie faw with gratitude 
remained unaltered and undiminifhed. 
Aa for Harriet, incapable of experiencing 
any ftrong affcQ.ion> flic made no attempt 

\5V 
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to evince greater pleafure than fhe fek, 
but accofted her with unmeaning kindnefs, 
and congn^tulated her with tranquil civi- 
lity. 

From this period to that of their leaving 
town, the day feldom pafled in the courfe 
of which thefe long-tried and mutual 
friends did not meet. Somerfet, as an 
additional gratification to h^s lovely 
bride, fought by every means in his power 
to draw Madame d'Arzele a few weeks 
from her folitude to join their happy 
circle, but his endeavours were vain ; de- 
voted to her children, and thankfully cbii- 
tent with her peaceful refidence, no foli- 
citations could fucceed in detaching her . 
from either even for an hour, or in dc- ' 
terminhig her to accept aay increafe to the 
annual hundred pounds (he ftill continued 
to receive from the hand of her niece. 

Of the Barclays, during the fpring, 
Clarentine faw little. The mother, lefs 
ambitious of mixing with the cultivated 
and the elegant, than of keeping up her 
intercourfe with the jolly aflbciates of her 
accuftomed amufements, made no efforts 
to forte herfelf into their parties ; and the 
daughter ftccsviog fnai laoft of tfacm a 
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reception which might almoft be termed 
repulfive^ after the firft two or three un- 
fuccefsCul experiments, renounced the 
attempt, and refigned herfclf again to her 
former intimates. 

With regard to Mrs. Denbigh, however, 
and Mr. Lenhani, the .cafe^ it will be be- 
lieved, w^s widely different. Revered 
and beloved, not only by Clarentine and 
Somerfet themfclves, but by every friend 
within the circle of their acquaintance, 
they were received with delight whenever 
they appeared, and viiited with refpe6lby 
all whom they would admit. 

In the difappointment of the fole view 
which had induced her to fcrm fo preci- 
pitate an engagement, the interefted and 
artificial Mrs. Lea found the punrfhmcnt 
of her unprinci])lcd conduct. Irritated 
by her ne;^lc^t, and too well convinced of 
the. fordid motives, to which lie owed her 
hand, her hu(band,' cdiiceffUng a will he 
had made in her favour foon after their 
marriage, drew up another, unknown to 
her, in which he left her a bare fublill- 
ence, and conli^ned the bulk of his for- 
tune to a diltant branch of his family. 
This change cffcfci^d^ ht: fupportcd with 
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bcr a wretched exiftence about three years» 
and then by his death reducing her to the 
fame ftate of indigence he had drawn her 
from, flxe was compelled, once again, to 
feek an afylum abroad, where negle£ted, 
foured and repining, (he fpentthe remain- 
der of her day^. 

Lady Delraington, in the profperity^ 
•good condu6l and happinefs of her chil- 
dren, found the reward of all her mater- 
nal folicitude. Sir Edgar, reftored to him- 
fclf and to his friends, became the orna- 
ment and honour of his^ family, fulfilled 
all the hopes his early acquirements had 
promifed .; and in hi^ mild and interefting 
partner, found a companion whofe faith- 
ful tendernefs conciliated and fecured all 
his own. 

Playful yet affeClionate, Sophia, by the 
excellence of her temper, and the fpright- 
linefs of her converfation, preferved the 
influence her good-humour and her frank- 
nefs firft gained her over Eltham's heart. 
Both thoughtlefs, but both generous and 
well-intentioned, their attachment was 
permanent and fincere, and their happinefs 
feldom ruffled by any florm this attach- 
ment. 
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vienty and thsir miitual gaiety did not dif* 
fipate the next hour. 

Of Clareiuine and the long-chofen 
owner of her heart, blefied with domeftic 
felicity and poffefling minds that taught 
them how to prize it, nothing further can 
be added, than that their lives were as bo« 
nourable as their names were rcfpe&ed. 
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ERRATA. 

Page 7, line 14, aftet flpwn, add from* Page 9, I. ir^ 
for to, r. for. Page 75, I. 17, /or fervaiit, r. favant. 
Page 86, 1. 7, ybrgreateft, r. great. Page 106, 1. 15, 
after fuffer, at/^ her. Page ii4> laft line but one, 
c//^r like, dele 2i» Page «io, J. 7. after from, r. his. 
Page 24.3, 1. 15, /or her, r, here. Page 246, 1. 3, 
tf/z^r what, add wds. Page 250, 1. 13, /or thofe, r, 
thefe. Page 252, 1. 10, /or herfelf, r. himfelf. Page 
258, 1. ig, for her, r. our. Page 27*, 1. la, /or 
concealing, r. cancelling. 
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